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Legislative Seminars well attended 
both at International and State Levels
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Two Tennessee members 
attended the National 

Legislative Seminar (NLS) on 
March 6-8, 2022 in Washing-
ton D.C.  The NLS is sponsored 
by the U.S. Forum and is held 
biennially to bring U.S. mem-
bers together to discuss key 
legislative issues, advocacy, and 
topics of major concern 
affecting women, children, and
education. 
	 The event featured sessions on “Advocate Everywhere” by Lucy 
Gettman, G&S Consulting; “Voting Rights for All” by Alicia Gurrieri, 
League of Women Voters; “Act4Mental Health” by Brandon Graham 
with the National Association of Mental Illness; “What’s going on at the 
Capitol” by Brad Fitch, Congressional Foundation CEO, and “Education 
Policy” by Mark Egan with the National Education Association.  Dr. Bev-
erly Hall, Alpha Rho, and Lynn Caruthers, Phi, joined members repre-
senting sixteen states.
					         	 TNSO members attended 	
					         the “Day on the Hill” in Nashville 	
					         on March 8, 2022. Members were 
					         encouraged to meet with their 	
					         representatives to discuss issues 
					         involving education in our 
					         state.  
					         	 Thirty-six members attend-	
					         ed the “Prep Rally” to prepare for 
					         the “Day on the Hill” on March
					         1, 2022 via virtual workshop. 
					         The  Legislative Symposium was 
					         held February 22nd, and 82 
members attended. This was an opportunity for DKG members to hear a 
panel of members of the Tennessee General Assembly discuss and answer 
our questions about pertinent educational issues up for consideration this 
year.
 

Lynn Caruthers, Becky Sadowski, Nita Scott, and 
Dr. Beverly Hall at the National Legislative Seminar 
in Washington, D.C. 

Judy Jackson, Representative Sam Whitson, 
and Dr. Kay Musgrove at the “Day on the Hill” 
in Nashville.
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From the Heart…….

Hello Ladies, 
     Let’s talk leadership. What does leadership mean to you? There are 
many images, words, and phrases that come to mind. The definition of 
leadership according to Merriam-Webster is “the office or position of 
a leader, the capacity to lead, and the act or instance of leading.”  Many 
resources also state that the top effective leadership skills are to inspire, 
motivate, have a clear vision, communicate, listen, and display integ-
rity. There are also many different styles of leadership. However, leader-
ship “From the Heart” is not so much about strategies and techniques 
but about opening the heart. Great leadership is not a formula  or a 
routine but a human activity that comes from the heart and considers 
the heart of others. Leadership is based upon human experiences and 
personal connections that provide those opportunities to grow and 
build leadership capacity within ourselves. 
     Delta Kappa Gamma has a legacy of outstanding women leaders 
beginning with Dr. Annie Webb Blanton and continuing with the cur-
rent International President Becky Sadowski. Both ladies have inspired 
members to pursue their dreams and serve as trailblazers for the Soci-
ety. 
     We all possess the potential for leadership, but only those who 
cultivate it will ever become truly effective leaders. There are so many 
opportunities available to develop leadership skills such as attending 
officer training, serving on a committee, attending virtual workshops, 
participating in seminars, responding to blogs, going to conventions 
and/or conferences just to name a few. I am thrilled to see that we have 
a slight increase in our membership and that 16 ladies will be attend-
ing the Beginning Leadership Seminar. However, the legacy of leaders 
established by our founders can only continue if members are willing 
to step up and commit to leadership roles.   
    Ladies, what can you do to help? Remain true to yourself and each 
other, step out of your comfort zone, and carry on the torch of leader-
ship and membership. Continue to focus on Becky Sadowski’s message 
of membership through “Each One, Reach One” by providing time to 
build relationships with potential and new members and to strengthen 
those relationships among each other. Connect and communicate with 
chapter members who need individual support. Let’s all work together 
when Moving Forward Ever! Encourage each other to take advantage 
of the leadership opportunities the Society offers to learn and grow. 
Hold those Membership Moments close to your heart but continue to 
share them with others. Keep in touch with each other and please stay 
steadfast in your commitment to Delta Kappa Gamma. Thank you for 
all you do. 
      						      From the Heart,
						      Elaine Vaughan
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 Tennessee State Organization News
Steering Committee 

Return to the Mountain June 2-4, 2022
	 After an exciting event at the Grand Hyatt in 
Nashville last summer, the Tennessee State Organiza-
tion will return “home” to the University of the South 
in Sewanee for this year’s convention. On offer will be 
a delightful setting, delicious food, informative work-
shops, and, always, heartfelt fellowship with members 
from across the state. As of the planning meeting held 
with the University staff in late January, COVID-19 
precautions have been relaxed. Masking has been lifted 
as a requirement by the University.
	 Make your plans now to attend and register on 
or before May 1, 2022, for the best rate. On-line reg-
istration is available (see the link on the state website 
TNDKG.org) as is payment by check or VENMO (at 
Dianne-Anderson).    

Vision Foundation 
	 The Vision Foundation is pleased to announce 
the Liz Whorley Bradley Award and Grant recipients 
for 2022.
	 The Liz Whorley Bradley Award recipient is 
Leigh Ann Durham, Kappa. She will be attending the 
Steve Spangler Science in the Rockies conference to 
learn STEM experiments. 
 	 The Doris Ann Hendrix Grant was awarded 
to Dr. Le Charle Harris, Alpha Lambda, to purchase 
starter science kits (MASK or Mad About Science Kits) 
for 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders.
	 Kris H. Light, Alpha Epsilon, received the Mar-
ilyn Ivey Grant. She will be taking classes to participate 
in hands-on activities about Forces and Motion admin-
istered through the American Museum of Science and 
Energy Outreach Education Program.
	 The Leigh Workman Grant was awarded to Joy 
K. Lamb, Gamma Zeta, who will provide flexible seat-
ing for her students with the purchase of color coded 
chairs and wobble stools.
	 Awarded the Kathy McCullough Smith Grant, 
Crystal D. Johnson, Gamma Zeta, will purchase a 
horseshoe-shaped dry erase table and stools to enhance 
collaborative instruction during small group learning 
activities.
	 Missy L. Locke, Phi, received the Mary Jane 
Thompson Grant. She will purchase career-related 
books for 6th through 12th graders for her school 
library. 
	 Through implementation of the project grants 
and the Liz Whorley Bradley Award, these members 
will benefit hundreds of students in their various 
schools. 

DATES TO REMEMBER

TNSO Chapter Officer Training
April 9, 2022 at Goodpasture Christian School 

(Madison)
April 23, 2022 at Oak Ridge High School

 May 7 at South Side High School (Jackson)

86th TNSO Convention
University of the South, Sewanee, TN

June 2-4, 2022

2022 DKG International Convention
New Orleans, LA, July 12-16, 2022

TN DKG needs You!
TN DKG needs women to serve as leaders for the next 
biennium. We need to fill officer positions of
President, First Vice President, Second Vice President, 
Recording Secretary, and Corresponding
Secretary. In addition, nominations are needed for 
members to serve on Personnel, Finance, and
Nominations Committees as well as the Vision Foun-
dation Board. Application and endorsement forms
are found at https://www.tndkg.org/forms. We need 
YOU to help lead TN DKG!

Calling all vendors!
Reserve space now in our TNSO Convention 
Mini-Mall, which will be located in the Art 
Gallery next to Guerry Auditorium.  We are 
hoping this new location will be more visible 
and accessible for our vendors and members.  
Please submit your vendor registration form, 
found on www.tndkg.org.  The deadline for 

submission is May 1, 2022. 
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Proposed Changes to TNSO Rules
Proposed Amendment R1
Article 8. Committees. 8.14.1 
Proposed Change: Delete the first two sentences 
entirely and move the third sentence to 8.14.3.  This 
would delete 8.14.1 altogether and the remaining rules 
would be renumbered.
 8.14.1 would be eliminated from Rules.
Rationale: For several years, the residency of the presi-
dential nominees has played no part in the selection 
process. The goal should be to solicit applications from 
those willing and able to serve as state organization 
president, regardless of their place of residence. How-
ever, the selection of state elected committees should 
continue to represent all areas of the state organization, 
as is the aim of the appointed committees, also. 
Financial Impact: None 
Proposed by: Nominations Committee

Proposed Amendment R2
Article 8. Committees. 8.14.3 
Proposed Change: Add the following sentence from 
8.14.1 (with slight modifications) to the end of this 
rule: Whenever possible, the committee shall nominate 
members for state offices and elected state committees

from all three grand divisions of the state.  For purpos-
es of establishing the boundaries, the Tennessee State 
Organization shall follow the divisions as defined by 
Tennes see Code Annotated 4-109 and The Tennessee 
Education Association, so as to read:
8.14.3: Receive recommendations/endorsements 
for nominees for offices; Nominations, Finance, 
and Personnel Committee; and Vision Foundation 
Directors for the upcoming election no earlier than 
March 1 of even-numbered years and close nomi-
nations no later than October 31 of the same year. 
Whenever possible, the committee shall nominate 
members for state offices and elected state commit-
tees from all three grand divisions of the state.  For 
purposes of establishing the boundaries, the Tennes-
see State Organization shall follow the divisions as 
defined by Tennessee Code Annotated 4-109 and The 
Tennessee Education Association. 
Rationale: Current practice, in both elected and ap-
pointed committees, is to balance participation from 
all parts of the state organization and from as many 
chapters as possible.  This should continue and be 
placed in the Rules.
Financial Impact: None 
Proposed by: Nominations Committee

	 Chapter newsletters provide members with valuable information about meetings, opportunities, and 
deadlines by organizing then delivering many details directly to members’ computers or phones. To make the 
process quick and easy for chapters that are not currently writing newsletters, the Communications & Marketing 
Committee has created a template that chapter presidents or editors can use effortlessly to insert chapter-specific 
articles and publish newsletters in record time. 
	 The two-page template is a Word document which includes sections for the newsletter requirement for 
the TNSO Communications Award. With added space for “Leadership Links Announcements” and “Useful Links 
to Resources,” simply personalize the newsletter heading, erase the sample text underneath each article title to 
add your own information. The “President’s Message” should appear in every newsletter and should be written 
by the president; however, why not ask your Membership Chair to write “Member News,” your Vice President 
to write “Next Meeting’s Activities,” your Treasurer to write “Future Events” which may include dues deadlines, 
and your Communications Chair to write “Chapter Activities”? Since the “Legislative Update” and “Educational 
Issue” are required once, reach out to members to write those during the year. Ask a new member to review the 
most recent Leadership Links posted on the state website and copy important announcements that your mem-
bers would find interesting and email them to you or your editor to insert into this text box. Finally, provide 
hyperlinks to useful resources such as the international and state websites as well as your chapter’s website and 
Facebook page or Twitter account. Look for the template from the Communications and Marketing page under 
Resources and personalize for your chapter, save, and send. Make 2022 a fresh start for your chapter newsletter!

Communications and Marketing 
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Making Connections Executive Board Meeting 
	 Some people join Delta Kappa Gamma to meet 
new people, and some join because they feel strongly 
about supporting women in education. Whatever the 
motivation to join, chapters across TNSO must con-
tinue to grow and meet the needs of members so that 
DKG continues its mission. Keeping members engaged 
and involved can be a challenge for many chapters who 
have busy members. Member involvement has been 
especially difficult in the wake of the pandemic where 
many chapters didn’t meet in person for a long time. 
This factor doesn’t have to stay the “new norm” because 
DKG chapters can meet the needs of members and 
continue making connections. Chapter leaders from 
across Tennessee recently shared best practices, proj-
ects, and meeting ideas in hopes that other chapters 
could be inspired and benefit through these purposes 
and activities.
	 Making connections between members is a key 
component in strengthening chapters. When members 
feel that they belong and fit-in, they are more likely 
to get involved. Getting involved in a credible local 
project allows members to reflect and respond to needs 
in their own communities. Chapters shared the ideas of 
a “blessing jar” where they collect money at meetings 
through blessings that happen to members: new grand-
child, good medical report, etc. This money is then 
used annually to support their communities by donat-
ing to school libraries or other projects in schools. Not 
every meeting has to be a business meeting; why not 
have a fun night out? Bring a guest to enjoy the fun, 
and that guest just might want to join the chapter. If 
meetings are fun, members will want to be involved. 
There are endless ideas for the best ways to increase 
member engagement. 

The Silent Auction is Back!
        Chapters are encouraged to donate items for 
the Silent Auction for the 2022 TNSO Convention 
in Sewanee. These may be individual items, high-
value items, themed baskets, or eclectic collections of 
tempting swag. Money raised through special events 
helps fund TNSO leadership opportunities. This year’s 
goal is to have 100% chapter participation. 
          New! The 2022 Silent Auction will also include 
a “Purchase Now” option. Skip the bidding process by 
choosing a “Purchase Now” item. There will be several 
items that members can choose to purchase without 
having to go through the bidding process. 
        The Special Events Committee will continue to 
sell iris-themed items. Beautiful iris notecards and 
vinyl decals for cups, mugs, and windows will also be 
available. 

Special Events 

♪♫♪♪♫♪♫♪
CALLING ALL MUSICIANS!

Come join the fun…
Join the TNSO Chorus!
The Chorus will sing at

the Awards Luncheon and 
the President’s Banquet.
Music and black folders

will be provided.

	 An Executive Board meeting will take place 
on Sunday, May 15, 2022 at 2:30 p.m. (CST)/3:30 p.m. 
(EST) in lieu of the meeting held during the State 
Convention.  Please review the 2022-2024 TNSO Pro-
posed Budget at www.tndkg.org and proposed amend-
ments to the rules (p. 4). Dr. Elaine Vaughan will send 
a Google and Zoom link to register for the meeting.  
Please send any budget questions to Linda McCrary 
at deltakg@nctc.com or rules questions to Kathleen 
Benedict at kbbenedict21@yahoo.com. 

	 A diverse selection of workshops is planned 
for the TNSO 2022 Convention. Society-related topics 
helpful to our members will be addressed by the Chap-
ter Strengthening Committee, the Communications 
and Marketing Committee, the Vision Foundation, 
and several other committees.  The Planning Commit-
tee will be presenting a panel of Young DKG Members.  
Member-led workshops are planned on classroom 
technology, crafts, developing a chapter legacy, and 
math manipulatives.  Keynote speaker Jill Speering 
will present a workshop on a case study of a first grade 
repeater who made great progress by immersion in 
classroom reading, writing, and publishing.  There will 
be something of interest to everyone.

Convention Workshops
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 Tennessee State Organization News
Membership Moments
The opportunity to work, share, and dream with ladies 
who have a like vision.  ~Joan Vicary

DKG means fellowship and a place I can find like- 
minded people. One of the DKG programs in 1999 
introduced me to a person who was able to diagnose 
and treat a visual impairment my son had. He was able 
to get extra time on the ACT due to the diagnosis and 
eventually was admitted to and graduated from Missis-
sippi State. This may never have happened without that 
DKG program!  ~Teresa

Too many moments to choose from, but two come to 
mind: Being chosen to receive the State Achievement 
Award---this was a complete surprise and one of such 
honor; Elaine Warwick asked me to speak at the Arts 
and Humanities Conference in Ashville. Doing so was 
way out of my comfort zone, but the experience turned 
out to be one of the best things I have ever done.
~Anonymous

My fondest memories are of attending our state con-
ventions. I met many new friends. Each night our 
chapter members had a pajama party with Cheetos 
and additional snacks and beverages. We went up to 
see the beautiful cross. I sang in the choir each year, 
what FUN! My sister and I always travel there together. 
One year she had a broken ankle but still insisted 
on going to convention. There she was walking with 
crutches, and me having to keep her cast dry, with a 
tall garbage can liner as we walked from building to 
building. ~Celestine French

I met Dr. Macie Southall and Mary Hall at Xi State 
Convention and was able to talk to each of them. I 
received the Order of the Rose and 15 of my chapter 
members were in attendance. ~Doris Conder

Going to convention in 2021 was a special time for 
me. Amid professional and personal upheaval, the 
sweet sisterhood I found among my TNSO new and 
old friends helped me leave some troubles behind and 
be able to smile and enjoy a wonderful time! ~Dawn 
Viles

My induction ceremony is one of my favorite memo-
ries. I felt I was joining an organization in which I 
would be encouraged and valued. It was a joint cere-
mony of the Chattanooga chapters. The candle lighting 
ceremony and special entertainment gave the entire 
event a special significance, marking the beginning 
of my journey with DKG. I will forever be grateful to 
Beverly Smith who saw something valuable in me. 
Thank you, Beverly and DKG. ~Kim Thurman
 

Planning 
	 Thanks to each of the Tennessee chapters for 
submitting your Chapter Strategic Plan update. The 
TNSO Chapter Strengthening and Planning Commit-
tees have collaborated to respond to the requests and 
information you provided. 
	 Several chapters asked for ideas regarding 
recruiting and retaining younger members.  As one 
way to meet this need, at the 2022 state convention the 
Planning Committee is facilitating a breakout session 
featuring a panel of young active DKG members. This 
session will provide a forum for the panel members to 
share ideas with chapters for recruiting, involving, and 
retaining younger members.  
	 Additionally, several chapters asked for ideas 
from other chapters regarding successful practices.  In 
response, the Chapter Strengthening and Planning 
Committees have started a blog on the TNSO website 
called Chapters Helping Chapters. Each month a suc-
cessful practice from a chapter is featured. Members 
and chapters are particularly encouraged to contrib-
ute to this blog by sharing practices that have proven 
successful in developing leadership, recruiting new 
members, and keeping members active. Please send 
successful practices to Chapter Strengthening Chair, 
Beverly Hall, (bnhosa@msn.com).  Make sure you 
report the need that is being addressed, enough details 
of the practice that other chapters can replicate the 
practice, and the results. The blog appears at www.
tndkg.org under Resources/Chapters Helping Chap-
ters Blog.
	 Finally, it is now time for the Planning Com-
mittee to turn our attention to updating the TNSO 
Strategic Plan. We ask state committees, chapters, 
and members to review the current plan and propose 
changes that you think are needed. The current plan, 
as well as the form for submitting changes, appears 
at www.tndkg.org under Resources/Strategic Plan.  
Please send suggested changes to Planning Commit-
tee Chair, Dovie Kimmins (dkimmins@mtsu.edu), 
by November 1, 2022.  Thank you for benefiting your 
chapter and the state organization through your efforts 
in planning!
	



Chapter News
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Beta Sigma (pictured below) had a fun meeting in 
January with special guests Dr. Beverly Hall, Chair-
man of Chapter Strengthening (third from the left) and 
recipient of one of the chapter’s classroom grants Ms. 
Vivian Joy-Knox (second from left.)		

Rep. Sam Whitson, 65th District Representative of the 
Tennessee State Legislature, served as speaker for Rho 
Chapter’s virtual legislative meeting on November 16, 
2021. Rep. Whitson addressed current legislative is-
sues as they relate to education in Tennessee. Dr. Kay 
Musgrove served as moderator for the evening with 
Judy Fox Jackson serving as chair. Dr. Elaine Vaughan, 
TNSO president, and Belinda Juergens, Area VI Direc-
tor, were special virtual guests of Rho Chapter.		

Beta Kappa Chapter recently began an educator mini-
grant program for teachers in Lincoln and Marshall 
counties. The first two recipients have been named and 
awarded mini-grants. Judy Conley, librarian at the new 
Blanche Elementary School in Lincoln County, will 
use her grant for library resources for the new school. 
In Marshall County, Kristin Backus, Spanish teacher at 
Marshall County High School, has been awarded the 
grant for her classroom.  
Beta Kappa Chapter uses several fundraisers to fund 
the $500 mini-grants. Some of these include a silent 
auction, a “no-bake” 
bake sale, favorite 
recipe exchange, and 
memorial donations. 
In December we held 
a “gently used” silent 
auction where mem-
bers brought an item from home that they no longer 
needed but thought someone else might want. It was a 
popular event! Beta Kappa is keeping the fun in fund-
raising for our educator mini grant program.

Beta Pi members made the Member Education Vid-
eos, provided by the TNSO Communications Com-
mittee, the focus of their November meeting. Mem-
bers viewed the module focusing on the Mission, 
Vision, and Purpose to reinforce these concepts to 
the chapter. While working on the answer sheets for 
the video, members discussed ideas for fulfilling the 
purposes of the society. With renewed energy for the 
mission, vision, and purpose, members proposed new 
venues for meetings in an attempt to be more acces-
sible to senior members and those who have moved 
from the area. Also, members were encouraged to ap-
ply for scholarships and grants, attend the Legislative 
Symposium, and visit the TNSO and DKG Interna-
tional websites. Dawn Viles and Sherrie Collins, who 
are members of the TNSO Communications Commit-
tee, encouraged the whole chapter to complete the 15 
modules and submit them to the committee for credit.

Gamma Iota  Chapter members made 80 wash cloth 
bears. These bears were given to  a pediatric office and 
nursing home in Sevier County.

Myra Corbitt, 2nd from left, 
delivered Gamma Omicron’s 
donations to the Dickson Co.
Help Center and furnished 
the center with items from 
their requested supply list. 
The chapter donated over 
20 bags of items which incl-
uded hygiene products, food, 
baby supplies, and cleaning materials. This is the 
second year the chapter has donated, and they hope to 
make this an annual event.



In Memoriam
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Joann Redding Bryant
January 31, 2022

    Joann was a member of Phi 
Chapter.  She was inducted into 
DKG on December 15, 1963.
She served her chapter as Second 
Vice President and on various 
chapter committees.  She was an 
outstanding member for 58 years.
Joann taught Home Economics in 
Giles County for 26 years.

    When people in Kingsport from 
all walks of life hear her name, 
many fondly reference the science 
teacher, the coach, the mentor, or 
the civic cheerleader. To make that 
kind of impression is the ultimate 
compliment and the legacy of a life 
well lived. 

 
Emily Elizabeth “Lib” Dudney 
          December 1, 2020 

    Lib was initiated into Iota Chapter, 
Kingsport, on December 1, 1990.  She 
taught science both at the middle 
school and the high school levels in 
Kingsport.  
    She was a powerhouse of a teacher 
and an enthusiastic coach and club 
sponsor.  The Southern Appalachian 
Science Association named her an 
Outstanding Science Teacher, and she 
was inducted into the Kingsport City 
Schools Hall of Fame in 2016.  
    When Lib retired from teaching, 
her commitment to education con-
tinued with her 1985 election to the 
Kingsport Board of Education, serv-
ing as Board president from 1991-93. 
After leaving the school board she 
served on the board of the Dobyns-
Bennett Alumni Association and then 
as president while also staying active 
in her church and many other civic 
groups.  
    

    On the death of a member, it is 
suggested that the keypin and chap-
ter president’s barpin be returned to 
the chapter. Please encourage your 
members to express this wish to 
their family and heirs. 


