
	
		



		


 O
ffi

ci
al

 P
ub

lic
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
Te

nn
es

se
e 

St
at

e 
 O

rg
an

iz
at

io
n 

of
  t

he
 D

el
ta

 K
ap

pa
 G

am
m

a 
So

ci
et

y 
In

te
rn

at
io

na
l

Vo
lu

m
e 

68
  N

o.
  1

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

  (
Fo

rm
er

ly
 p

ub
lis

he
d 

as
 X

i S
ta

te
 N

ew
s )

	
 S

ep
te

m
be

r  
 2

02
1   

  

D
K

G
 T

en
ne

ss
ee

 N
ew

s
Achievement Award Recipients
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The 2021 Achievement Award recipient is Dr. Elaine Alexander.  
With  30 years of service to the Society, Marsha Raines can safely 

say,  Elaine has “been there, done that, and got the t-shirt to prove it” to 
summarize her involvement in all levels of the organization.  She pos-
sesses a fire and passion for DKG and works tirelessly to make her 	chap-
ter stronger by mentoring new members and encouraging participation 
in a myriad of activities. As a chapter leader, she has served as webmaster, 
treasurer, first and second vice president, and president.  She has served 
on State Committees, such as Membership, Communications, Scholarship, 
and chaired Leadership Development, Chapter Strengthening, Scholar-
ship and Communications.  State leadership roles include Second Vice 
President, First Vice President, and President.  Dr. Alexander attended 
the Leadership Management Seminar in Austin, Texas and has served on 
several International Committees.  

Dr. Kathleen Harned, 2020 TNSO 
Achievement Award Recipient

Dr. Elaine Alexander, 2021 TNSO 
Achievement Award Recipient

Due to the pandemic and the inability to have a state convention 
last year, both the 2020 and the 2021 Tennessee State Achieve-

ment Awards were presented at the 2021 Convention in Nashville, Ten-
nessee.  The 2020 Achievement Award recipient, Dr. Kathleen Harned, has 
been a member of Delta Kappa Gamma for 26 years.  She has served in 
numerous capacities, including President and First Vice President at the 
chapter level.  State leadership roles include Area Director, Corresponding 
Secretary, and President.  Since her presidency, she has continued to serve 
the Society on the Nominations committee, the Bylaws and Rules commit-
tee, as well as the Vision Foundation Board of Directors, the Leadership 
Development Committee, and State Parliamentarian.  She has also been 
a member of the International Convention Steering committee, and the 
International Leadership Development committee, Chair of the Interna-
tional Scholarship committee, and member of the International Executive 
Board.  Dr. Harned attended the International Leadership Management 
Seminar at  Austin, Texas in 2012.  
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The Delta Kappa Gamma Society  
International promotes professional 

and personal growth of women  
educators and excellence in education.

2021-2023 State Officers/Related Personnel
President

	 Dr. Elaine Vaughan
	 Oak Ridge (East)

First Vice-President
	 Marsha Brewer
	 Madison (Middle)

Second Vice-President
	 Orlean  Bauman
	 Nunnelly (Middle)

Recording Secretary
	 Chasity Ragsdale
	 Bon Aqua (Middle)

Corresponding Secretary
	 Amanda Pugh
	 Lexington (West)

Treasurer
	 Dr. Dianne Anderson
	 McKenzie (West)

Parliamentarian
	 Dr. Kathie Harned
	 Franklin (Middle)

Executive Secretary
	 Jenni Lusk
	 Cottontown (Middle)

Editor
	 Michelle Steen
	 Jackson (West)

Webmaster
	 Sherrie Collins
	 Corryton (East)

DKG Tennessee News
Published four times a year in September, 
November, February and April by the  
Tennessee Organization of the Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society International. State dues for 
active members are $14.00 of which $4.00 is 
a subscription to the News.

Contributors to DKG Tennessee News are 
asked to send news as soon as it is available 
to ensure its placement in the next issue. 
Send news items for the November issue no 
later than October 1, 2021, to:

	
Michelle Steen
264 Russell Rd. 
Jackson, TN 38301
mnsteeneditor@gmail.com

Send address changes to:
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society  
International
416 W. 12th Street 
Austin, TX 78701-1817
mem@dkg.org

			 

From the Heart…….

Hello Ladies, 
	 I am so delighted and honored to 
serve as your Tennessee State Organization president for the 2021-2023 
biennium. Thank you for your support and vote of confidence.
	 The members of our society have recently endured hardships 
world	wide that no one could have ever envisioned. Over the past year, 
schools, businesses, and organizations that were once thriving became 
silent and vacant. Everyone went home with no plan in place to return. 
Our organization continued in the best way we knew how despite the 
hurdles. So where are we now and what do we hope to achieve? 
	 The Tennessee State Organization’s goals and achievements are 
based upon our theme for the 2021-2023 biennium, From the Heart, 
and will support the society vision, Leading Women Educators Impact-
ing Education Worldwide with an emphasis on membership and leader-
ship. Our society has been experiencing changes in our membership 
and leadership over the past several years but remains true to our mis-
sion and our seven purposes. From the Heart will work to strengthen 
every aspect of Delta Kappa Gamma through membership, leadership, 
service and contributions to the society. We will focus on inspiring and 
engaging members to share their unique talents, gifts, and voices in or-
der to grow, flourish and develop relationships that create a bond with 
women educators regionally, statewide, and around the world.
	 Our vision, From the Heart, is one in which members will lead, 
serve, and inspire one another. From the Heart expresses the Hope of 
encouraging each other, the Energy we exude when giving the very 
best of ourselves, the Altogether we show by knowing there is dedica-
tion when we work as a team, the Radiance we portray when sharing 
our joy, and the Tenacity we hold in which we persevere and never give 
up. And last of all, From the Heart represents the love and compassion 
that we express by Forward Moving Ever in unity and harmony.
During the next two years, let’s work towards strengthening our mem-
bership and leadership. Let’s work together to collaborate and commu-
nicate. Let’s also reach out to those members and chapters who need 
our help in order to grow and thrive. Let’s encourage ladies to enroll 
in leadership opportunities. I look forward to serving you and doing 
everything I possibly can to support each one of you and our organiza-
tion. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve you and our 
society.

From the Heart, 
Elaine V.



	 DKG Tennessee News September 2021  3

 Tennessee State Organization News
A “Grand” Time in Nashville 
	 The 2019-2021 Biennium brought its share 
of challenges, one of which was the planning and 
organizing of the 85th Tennessee State Organization 
Convention. Having been cancelled in 2020 due to 
the Covid-19 Pandemic, and due to The University 
of the South’s highly restrictive Covid protocol 
requirements in 2021, a new venue was sought. The 
TNSO Convention was held on June 4-5, 2021 at 
the new Grand Hyatt Hotel in Nashville, TN.  170 
members registered for the two day event in the 
heart of downtown Nashville.  All sessions and 
workshops were easily accessible on the 4th floor of 
the facility, including a photo booth and mini-mall.  
Our International Representative was Membership 
Director Trish Woodley.  Dr. Stephanie Bailey, former 
Chief for Public Health Practice at the CDC, served 
as our Keynote Speaker. There were two sessions 
of engaging workshops as well as inspiring musical 
performances throughout the two day period.  A 
casual dinner on Friday evening, breakfast buffet 
on Saturday morning, and Presidents’ Luncheon on 
Saturday afternoon were served by the efficient and 
cheerful Grand Hyatt staff.
	 The First General Session on Friday included 
The Order of the Rose Ceremony, honoring members 
from 2020-2021.  The Ceremony of Remembrance 
closed out the first night with a stirring tribute by Dr. 
Carolyn Baldwin Tucker of Beta Upsilon Chapter.  34 
candles honored those members who passed away in 
2020-2021.
	 Saturday’s Second General Session included 
Society Business, introduction of State Committees, 
the Keynote Speaker, and induction of Betsy Thorpe, 
author and researcher, as a Tennessee State Honorary 
Member.  50 year members were also honored, and 
scholarship recipients were announced.
	 The Convention closed with the Third General 
Session which included the Parade of Chapter 
Presidents; reflections from the outgoing State 
President, Dr. Beverly Hall of Alpha Rho Chapter; 
installation of 2021-2023 State Officers; words of 
acceptance by the incoming State President, Dr. Elaine 
Vaughan, Alpha Epsilon Chapter; and recognition 

of first time attendees.  Although different from our 
traditional “Mountaintop” experience at Sewanee,  the 
2021 TNSO Convention was certainly a “Grand” time 
of personal and professional growth and fellowship. 

       
        View from the rooftop of 
        Grand Hyatt Hotel in 
        downtown Nashville. 

DATES TO REMEMBER

TN State Leadership Conference for 
Committee Planning

September 18, 2021 at 8:30 a.m.
Goodpasture High School 

Nashville, TN 

86th Tennessee State Organization 
Convention
June 2-4, 2022

University of the South
Sewanee, TN

2022 DKG International Convention
New Orleans, LA
July 12-16, 2022

Members, Nancy 
Davis, Carlene Ford, 
and Marsha Brewer, 
bless attendees 
with a song during 
the Ceremony of 
Remembrance at the 
State Convention in 
June.
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 Each one Reach One - 
Chapter Strengthening

Declining membership in professional organi-
zations is a sad reality - including DKG. But 

what can we as individuals do about it? First, we need 
to review our mission statement. Our mission is to 
promote professional and personal growth of women 
educators and excellence in education.  Look around 
– one doesn’t have to search far to find ladies deserv-
ing of membership. In fact, Executive Director Nita 
Scott encourages each one of us to do just that – each 
one reach one. If each member shared the benefits of 
our unique organization with one woman and that 
woman joined, then our membership would double.  
But it is not just about increasing membership. It is 
about sharing the benefits of membership with oth-
ers. Worthy women educators are not in hiding – they 
are everywhere we are.  We need to actively be on the 
lookout and ready to tell others how DKG has made a 
difference in our lives. DKG has much to offer and we 
should be ready to share and encourage others to take 
advantage of these offerings.  Someone reached out 
to you – now, you reach one, who will reach one, who 
will reach one, who will reach one….     

Membership Moments

We all have some special moments with DKG 
that have made us laugh, shed a few tears and hold a 
special place in our hearts.  I bet even reading this you 
have brought a few of them to mind.

The Membership Committee wants to 
compile those memories in a project we are calling 
“Membership Moments”.  Won’t you help us with our 
project?

Tell us how DKG has impacted you:  ie: places 
traveled; friendships developed;  Emergency Fund, 
grants, scholarships; convention/conferences 
experiences; workshops/seminars; etc. etc.  You get the 
idea.

We will share some of your Moments on the 
website and in the newsletter. Send your Moment(s) to:

Mary Jo Wilson
Membership Chair
mjwilson1545@yahoo.com or 1545 Delmont Rd, 	

         Memphis, TN 38117

We can’t wait to hear from YOU.

Items for the Tennessee State 
Organization News can be sent to:

Michelle Steen
264 Russell Rd.

Jackson, TN 38301 

or: mnsteeneditor@gmail.com

	 Any chapter president interested in 
personalizing the Member Education Modules 
created byBeta Epsilon for her chapter  may contact 
Dr. Elaine Alexander at elainealexander7@gmail.
comfor PowerPoints, narration scripts, activity 
sheets, and instructions on recording audio and 
saving finished presentations as videos. Please visit 
https://betaepsilon-tn.weebly.com/ and click on
“Member Education” on the menu bar to view the 
eight modules: Founders, Officers, Symbolism, 
Principles, Responsibilities, Achievement, 
Leadership, and Networking.

Member Education 
Modules
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Dear DKG Tennessee Sisters,
 
Thank you very much for honoring me with 

the 2021 Achievement Award. My 30 years of Delta 
Kappa Gamma membership have brought me 
cherished friendships, meaningful service, and life-
long learning. Precious memories of my Beta Epsilon 
chapter, TN State Organization, and International 
Society adventures highlight my personal and 
professional life, and I am thankful for each and every 
one of you!

 
Love,
 
Dr. Elaine Alexander

 

	 A Big “Thank you!” Silent Auction News

Due to the need to social distance during the 2021 
Tennessee State Convention, the Special Events 

Committee did not host the annual Silent Auction.  
Money raised from the Silent Auction is used to fund 
the Tennessee Beginning & Advanced Leadership 
Management Seminars, Leadership Conference for 
Committee Planning, and other professional devel-
opment activities.  The Special Events Committee is 
accepting chapter donations in an attempt to continue 
efforts in developing leaders.  A form is included on 
the tndkg.org website for chapters to contribute and 
earn points toward the 2022 Maycie Chapter Excel-
lence Award. All donations should include a form and 
be mailed to State Treasurer: Dr. Dianne Anderson.  
See the form on the website for more details.  

President to President (P2P) meetings will occur 
virtually every third Sunday afternoon. Please save the 
following dates: Sundays, September 19, October 17, 
November 21, December 19, no meeting January, Feb-
ruary 20, March 20, April 17, May 15, and June 19. All 
meeting times will occur at 3:30 p.m. (EST)/2:30 p.m. 
CST. A Zoom link will be forthcoming about a week 
before the meeting.

 President to President 
Meetings

Password Protected Web-
site

Good News! We now have a password protected site 
on our website, tndkg.org. At the top of the Home 
page, there is a tab called Contact Us. When you 
click on the Contact Us tab, you will see Member. 
When you click on Member you will enter the 
password.  Please contact your chapter president 
to obtain the password.  Please share this password 
with members only.  This is a great way for us to be 
able to have the informaion on the website without 
violating any privacy issues of our members.  

					     Members 
					     enjoying the 		
					     President’s
					     banquet in San
					     Antonio, Texas. 

Chapter Presidents’ 
Procession at the 2021 
Tennessee State Convention 
in June in Nashville, TN 
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 Tennessee State Organization/International News

San Antonio Conference 
and “a Starry Night”

The San 
Antonio 
International 
Conference 
was one in                     
which 
Tennessee State 
Organization members celebrated their time together 
with friends, family and ladies around the world.                                                          

Tennessee was well represented in San Antonio 
and kudos goes to Dr. Beverly Hall, Beverly Smith, 
Dr. Dorrie Powell, Dr. Elaine Alexander, Belinda 
Juergens, Nita Scott and Becky Sadowski for providing 
meaningful breakout sessions that focused on 
membership and leadership.

The Tennessee Starry, Starry Night was a glorious 
event held in the Tower of Americas in which the 
Tennessee State Organization not only honored 
its members but also celebrated the outgoing state 
president, Dr. Beverly Hall 2019-2021 and the 
incoming state president, Dr. Elaine Vaughan 2021-
2023. Both biennium themes, Anywhere is Home and 
From the Heart, have a combined message of “Home is 
Where the Heart Is.” This is an exciting time for Delta 
Kappa Gamma in which we can embrace and include 
all members (new and veteran) to spread the news of 
how wonderful DKG is. Let’s all work together when 
Moving Forward Ever!

Did you know?
The International Speakers Fund provides 

many opportunities for our members.  
Members can become an International 
Speaker to: share ideas, research and 

experience; meet members from other 
countries and promote friendships across 

borders; experience cultural diversity; serve as 
an ambassador for the Society, and so much 

more.  Applications are available on the
 dkg.org website now.  

Deadline: September 15, 2021 

Drs. Elaine Vaughan and 
Beverly Hall at “A Starry 
Night” in San Antonio

	 Marsha Rains and Dr. Beverly Hall represented 
Tennessee during the International Conference in 
Portland, Oregon on July 7-10, 2021. The four-day 
event included keynote speakers Leigh Wintz, Dr. 
Gene Sharratt, Nita Scott, and Becky Sadowski. 
Wintz is  Principal Consultant Emeritus with Tecker 
International and co-author of The Will to Govern 
Well. Dr. Sharratt is a senior research associate with 
the Center for Educational Effectiveness and former 
Executive Director of the Washington State Student 
Achievement Council. Scott is DKG Executive 
Director and Sadowski is the 2020-2022 DKG 
International president. 
	 The conference offered more than 50 breakout 
sessions providing participants with cutting-
edge knowledge on communications/technology, 
educational excellence, empowering women, legislative 
advocacy, leadership, and more. Takeaway mini-
sessions and stations for technical training were also 
held through-out the event. Rains and Hall assisted 
with the collection of contributions for the DKGIEF 
Emergency Fund with a total of $5,444.00 collected. 
Dr. Hall presented a Takeaway Session regarding 
the upcoming Go Ahead Tour to follow the 2022 
International Convention - The American South: 
New Orleans to 
Memphis and 
attended the
pre-conference
training titled
Rejuvenating 
Your DKG.

Tennessee Members at 
Portland Conference

Marsha Rains and Beverly 
Hall in Portland, Oregon
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Former State President 
Celebrates Birthday

New State Editor for Tennes-
see State Organization 

On July 1, 2021 Michelle Steen began her service 
as Tennessee State Organization Editor. Currently a 
Spanish teacher and department chair at Southside 
High School in Jackson and an adjunct professor at 
Freed-Hardeman University, Steen has been active in 
DKG at the international, state and chapter levels.  At 
the international level, she is a graduate of the Golden 
Gift Leadership Management Seminar and serves 
as an International Speaker for the International 
Speaker’s Fund.  At the state level, Steen has advanced 
the Society as Second Vice-President, Corresponding 
Secretary, Recording Secretary, and Area VIII 
Director, as well as member and chair of various state 
committees. A two-time President of Theta chapter, 
Steen has held every office in her chapter except for 
treasurer, some multiple times.  

Steen has a degree in English with a minor in 
Communications, has taught both technical writing 
and writing strategies classes in high school, has 
extensive training in photography and experience as 
a photographer for her college yearbook, is skilled in 
computer applications, and has designed newsletters 
on various publishing programs. 		

The Tennessee State Organization looks forward 
to Michelle’s continued service to the state as Editor 
and thanks Orlean Bauman for her ten years of 
excellent service as Editor.      

Beta Zeta Chapter members at the Tennessee State Convention in 
Nashville, TN.  

Personality and Leader-
ship

Lisa Beene, Theta member,  presented a pro-
gram on the connection between personality 

characteristics and leadership style. Members complet-
ed a brief version of the True Colors personality inven-
tory to determine their predominant personality style 
from the four basic styles assessed. Mrs. Beene then 
discussed how there is no one best personality style for 
leaders, but how different personality characteristics 
can be both beneficial and detrimental in different 
situations. Awareness of the impact of personality style  
on group dynamic can give the leader more influence 
and help them be more successful in accomplishing 
team goals.  

	 Former State President, 
Patsy Pope, celebrated her 
91st birthday with a party in 
Dunlap, Tennessee. Patsy is a 
member of Beta Zeta and the 
chapter shares From the Heart 
by supporting the schools 
and community in Sequatchie 
County with their teacher
grants, the Imagination Library, Books from Birth, 
and treat bags for new teacher educators. Member 
Molly Ann Hamblen also celebrated her 50th 
anniversary with Delta Kappa Gamma.	

Lisa Beene, Theta sister, presenting  August program “ Discover 
Your Leadership Style” to chapter members. 



In Memoriam
Emily S. Blackburn

June 3, 2021
Inducted into DKG in 1984, Emily 
was the prime example of what DKG 
represented.  She served on the 
Hospitality Committee and provided 
much insight for her chapter, Gamma 
Omicron.
She taught high school for many years 
before retiring from the Dickson 
County School System.
Emily was active in book clubs and 
in her Methodist Church where her 
husband was the pastor.
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Samantha A. Cochran
May 25, 2020

An active member of the Beta Nu 
Chapter since becoming a DKG 
member in 2018, Samantha served 
on her chapter’s Recruitment and 
Scholarship Committees.
Samantha was an early childhood 
educator and was a supporter for 
early literacy.  She was a founding 
member of the South Central Literacy 
Association.  She also served on the 
executive board of the Bedford County 
Education Association where she was a 
fierce advocate for educators.

Janey Ruth Price
March 17, 2021

Inducted into DKG in 1973, Janey served 
as Alpha Delta Chapter from
1980 – 1982 and served on numerous 
committees at the local and state levels.  
She was a regular attendee at Xi State 
Conventions until her health would not 
allow her to attend.
Hoping to enrich the lives of those she 
taught, Janey spent over 30 years in the 
White County School System, ending 
her career as a Reading teacher at White 
County Middle School.  She loved her 
students and helped them to be the best 
they could be.

Dr. Nancy Jetter
April 4, 2020

A member of Nu Chapter since being 
inducted into DKG in 1991, Dr. Jetter 
served on her chapter’s Scholarship and 
Communication Committees.
She was a respected Science teacher in 
the Roane County School System.
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GeorgiaAnn Boles
July 14, 2021

Inducted into DKG in 1984.  She 
served as First Vice President from 
1986-88 and President from 1990-
1992 and again from 2002-2004.  She 
served and chaired on numerous 
chapter committees.  She served as 
the chairperson of the International 
Convention Committee in 1994, 
received the Xi State Order of the 
Rose, served on the Xi State Steering 
Committee in 1991, 1994 and 2001 
and chaired the committee in 1999.  
She served as Xi State Second Vice 
President for the 2003-2005 biennium, 
the State Nominations Committee 
from 2003-2005 and chaired the 
committee in 2004.    
She began her teaching career in 
1961, teaching business classes, was 
a guidance and vocational counselor 
in Macon County where she grew 
up.  She was inducted into the Red 
Boiling Springs Teachers’ Hall of 
Fame in 1999 and was awarded 
Outstanding Vocational Leader of the 
Year by the Lafayette Rotary Club.  She 
served as the President of the Upper 
Cumberland Guidance Association for 
one year.  


