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Brewer slated to lead TNSO in the 
2023-2025 biennium 
The 2021-2023 TNSO Nominations Comm-

ittee is pleased to announce the nomina-
tion of Marsha Brewer for President of the 
TNSO for the 2023-2025 biennium.  
	 The committee was impressed with 
Brewer’s commitment to and activity on all 
levels of the Society.  Brewer is a member of
Beta Upsilon Chapter where she has served as
president, recording secretary, Music chair, as 
well as chair of the Nominations and Member-
ship committees and a member of the EEC 
committee.
	 On the state organization level, Brewer 
has served as state organization Music chair as 
well as chair of Leadership Development, Membership, Arts and Personal 
Enrichment, EEC, and Convention Steering committees. She also served on 
the Steering committee for the 2016 International Convention in Nashville, 
and on the Ad Hoc Committee for the TNSO Anniversary in 2011. Brewer 
currently serves as TNSO first vice-president. On the international level, 
Brewer currently serves on the Educational Excellence Committee. She is 
a graduate of the 2016 International Leadership Management Seminar in 
Austin.
	 Brewer is active in her church and the Concert Chorale of Nashville 
where she is board president. 	A certified level 3 Orff Schulwerk teacher and 
a music education graduate of David Lipscomb University, Brewer retired 
after 31 years as an elementary music specialist. 
	 Brewer states that her “vision for our Tennessee State Organiza-
tion would include increasingly varied opportunities for professional and 
personal growth of members, as well as a focus on the global aspects of our 
Society and the challenges we face in a changing world.” She says that “we 
must look to the pioneering spirit of our Founders to continue to meet the 
needs of women educators today.”

Marsha Brewer, nominee for 
President of the TNSO for the 2023-
2025 biennium 
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The Delta Kappa Gamma Society  
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and personal growth of women  
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2021-2023 State Officers/Related Personnel
President

	 Dr. Elaine Vaughan
	 Oak Ridge (East)

First Vice-President
	 Marsha Brewer
	 Madison (Middle)

Second Vice-President
	 Orlean  Bauman
	 Nunnelly (Middle)

Recording Secretary
	 Chasity Ragsdale
	 Bon Aqua (Middle)

Corresponding Secretary
	 Amanda Pugh
	 Lexington (West)

Treasurer
	 Dr. Dianne Anderson
	 McKenzie (West)

Parliamentarian
	 Dr. Kathie Harned
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Executive Secretary
	 Jenni Lusk
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	 Michelle Steen
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DKG Tennessee News
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Tennessee Organization of the Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society International. State dues for 
active members are $14.00 of which $4.00 is 
a subscription to the News.
Contributors to DKG Tennessee News are 
asked to send news as soon as it is available 
to ensure its placement in the next issue. 
Send news items for the April issue no later 
than March 1, 2023, to:

	
Michelle Steen
264 Russell Rd. 
Jackson, TN 38301
mnsteeneditor@gmail.com

Send address changes to:
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society  
International
12710 Research Blvd. 
STE 230
Austin, TX 78759
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From the Heart…….
Traditions and Membership

Hello Ladies, 
     When I think about the month of February, Valentine’s 
Day From the Heart immediately comes to mind. The gifting of candy, cards, and 
flowers on February 14 is a tradition celebrated around the world. My fondest 
memory of my elementary school days was making cards for my classmates with my 
mother’s help. However, the greatest joy for me was in observing the smiles dis-
played on my classmates’ faces when they received my cards.
     Valentine’s Day has traditionally been designated as the day of giving and receiv-
ing gifts From the Heart, but over the past several years I have observed that the 
giving of heart-felt cards and gifts has transformed into acts of kindness that occur 
throughout the year. When someone wants to give a gift, it does not matter the time, 
place, or occasion. 
    How do tradition and Valentine’s Day relate to DKG? For many years, potential 
members were nominated, voted upon by chapter members, and then initiated into 
the local chapter.  In recent years, this tradition has changed so that invited members 
are inducted as soon as they pay their dues with no ceremony needed.  That means 
they can begin reaping the benefits of membership much sooner. What better way 
to give a heartfelt gift than to invite an educator and maybe even pay her dues? We 
are surrounded by leading women educators in our communities, schools, states, and 
world. Past international president Becky Sadowski’s message on Each One, Reach 
One remains true today.  As members, we are commissioned to serve as ambassadors 
by sharing the message of Leading Women Educators Impacting Education World-
wide for our Society. 
     Dr. Debbie LeBlanc, current International President, states that a survey of 
dropped members reveals that 30% of those responding would return if asked. (DKG 
News Nov/Dec 2022/Vol. 79 No. 6). Chapters are the heart and soul of our Society, 
and communication at the chapter level is the foundation that can strengthen or break 
Delta Kappa Gamma. So, what can we do to help? Recently, the Tennessee State 
Organization (TNSO) developed the Reinstatement Project in which dropped mem-
bers from chapters may be notified about rejoining their chapter. What a great way 
to reach out to former members by contacting them through phone call, reinstate-
ment letter, email, text, or a personal visit and letting them know how much they are 
missed and asking what we can do to help them rejoin the chapter. Also, let’s not for-
get about our current members, especially those who have not been attending? Let’s 
examine our chapter membership rosters and call and invite members who have not 
attended meetings in a while to the next meeting. Sometimes just reaching out with 
that personal From the Heart touch is all it might take to encourage members to start 
coming to chapter events. Members may visit www.dkg.org, go to the Resources tab, 
and click on Chapter Tools to find information on membership. 
	 Members are crucial to our Society.  Key factors for DKG membership re-
tention and growth include chapter vitality, relevance, sustainability, and contact that 
comes From the Heart. As the Society moves into the future, let us remain true to the 
cause and stay steadfast in our commitment to Delta Kappa Gamma. 
                                     
					     From the Heart,  Elaine Vaughan
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 Tennessee State Organization News

	 The nominee for  Second Vice-President is 
Terri Sharp. A member of Zeta since 2015, Sharp 
has served her chapter as treasurer, a member of the 
Finance and Bylaws and Rules committees and is the 
current chapter president serving her second biennium 
in that capacity.
	 On the state level, Sharp is serving her second 
consecutive biennium on the Convention Steering 
committee and is also the current chair of the Awards 
committee.  She is a graduate of 
the TNSO Beginning  and Advan-
ced Leadership seminars.
	 Currently serving as a 
school counselor at Knoxville 
Central High School, Sharp is an 
active member of the Smoky 
Mountain Counseling Association
where she has served as president,
the Tennessee Counseling Association where she has 
served as secretary and a member of its executive 
board, and the American School Counseling Associa-
tion.
	 Sharp states: “I believe I have the skill set to 
execute the office of second vice president successfully. 
I’ve been a member of the convention steering com-
mittee the past three years and have been learning the 
nuances of conducting a successful convention.”  She 
envisions a TNSO that “supports our members and 
provides value to their membership and encourages 
attendance through an exceptional convention experi-
ence.”

Bauman and Sharp selected for Vice-Presidents 
	 The nominee for First 
Vice-President is Orlean Bauman.
Bauman was inducted into Alpha
Rho in 2000. She has served as 
chapter president and first vice-
president as well as chairing/
serving on Nominations, Mem-
bership, Communications, and 
Strategic Planning committees.
	 On the state level, Bau-
man served as state organization editor from 2011-
2021 and also has served on Communications and 
Publicity, Leadership Development, and High School 
Essay committees. She served on the Steering com-
mittee for the 2016 International Convention in 
Nashville. She has presented numerous workshops at 
state organization and regional conferences as well as 
conducted communication and newsletter workshops 
at the TNSO leadership training for incoming chapter 
officers and committee chairs. She was a speaker at the 
DKG International Arts and Humanities Conference 
in 2019.
	 Bauman is a graduate of the TNSO Beginning 
Leadership and Advanced Leadership seminars. She 
currently serves as TNSO second vice-president and 
convention chair and is enjoying retirement after 27 
years as a secondary English teacher. She is a member 
of the Tennessee Retired Teachers Association and 
served as its secretary from 2011-2017.
	 Bauman believes that her “familiarity and 
experience with publication design and editing will be 
of particular value” as she fulfills her responsibilities as 
TNSO first vice-president.

Vision Foundation Board of Directors nominees
Patricia Parker has served Beta Upsilon Chapter in 
many capacities from president, second vice-president, 
and recording secretary to chair of the Nominations 
and Mini Grant committees and member 
of the Legislative committee. On the state 
organization level, she serves as chair of 
the Achievement Award committee and 
has previously served on the Historic
Preservation committee. Parker is retired after 34 years 
in education.

Amanda Pritchett, Gamma Zeta Chapter, 
has served as chapter president twice as 
well as serving on the Nominations, Communication 
and Publicity, Membership, and Strategic Planning 
committees. On the state level, she has served as Area 
3 director twice, on the Chapter Strengthening com-
mittee, and on the Educational Excellence and High 
School Essay committees. Pritchett is retired after 
serving 34 years as a school psychologist supervising 
special education, Pre-K, and K-2 teachers.
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Tennessee State Organization Convention Registration 
June 1-3, 2023 -----------The University of the South  ---------Sewanee, TN

ONLINE REGISTRATION IS RECOMMENDED at www.TNDKG.org under FORMS. If mailing, send 1 form per person. VENMO accepted at Dianne-Anderson.

Last Name First Name Please Mark All That Apply
Address  2022-2023 Inductee

City Zip First Time Attendee - TNSO Convention

Phone # Email 2022-2024 Chapter President

Chapter Area  Past TNSO President

TNSO Achievement Award Winner

Registration - Required by all attendees.
50 Year (+) Member (Year Initiated)

Registration fee (non-refundable):
Price  Total Amount Serve as a page

 By May 1* $88.00) ($ -  )                 Serve as table hostess (meal tkt required)

 After May 1* $121.00) ($ -  )                 Sing in Convention Chorus (meal tkt required)

Will serve as Ride Share Volunteer
 TOTAL REGISTRATION FEE ($ -  )                  Professional Development Certificate

Lodging: I need a Ride Share 

Dorm Sleeping Rooms Dorm Preferences & Special Needs
Thursday Night, June 1 Price  Total Amount 

Dorms assigned on first-come, first-serve basis. Specify preferences and 
needs. Note that single sleeping rooms inside suites also carry an 
additional charge.   Requests will be honored if at all possible, but room 
assignments can't be changed on site. All dorms have elevators but few truly 
handicapped rooms. Chapters are encouraged to mail registrations at the 
same time if they want rooms in close proximity.

Single Room $90.00) ($ -  )                 

Double Room $70.00) ($ -  )                 

Friday Night, June 2

Single Room $90.00) ($ -  )                 

Double Room $70.00) ($ -  )                 

TOTAL LODGING EXPENSES ($ -  )                 

Meals: Indicate dorm/rooming preferences below:

June 1 Rank in order of preference: 1st and 2nd choice

Thurs. Dinner Buffet $34.00) ($ -  )                 Quintard Dorm

Thurs. Night  Reception ($ -  )                    ($ -  )                 St. Luke's Dorm

June 2

By Invitation Iris Circle Breakfast (Comp) $0.00) ($ -  )              Handicapped room (very limited availability)

Breakfast Buffet $21.00) ($ -  )                 Single room (Note additional charge)

Awards Luncheon $34.00) ($ -  )                 Double room 

Presidents' Banquet $52.00) ($ -  )                 Name of roommate(s)

June 3

Birthday Brunch $29.00) ($ -  )                 Special dietary needs or other accommodations

TOTAL MEAL EXPENSES ($ -  )                 Vegetarian

Diabetic

Discounts: Other (please specify)

Discount  Total Amount 

50 year Member -$25.00 ($ -  )                 Other special needs

TNSO Past President -$25.00

All-inclusive Pkg. -$25.00 ($ -  )                 

2022-2023 Inductee -$5.00

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED  ($ -  )                 
I do NOT give my permission for my picture or name to 
appear on the TNDKG website or in the DKG TN News.Make check payable to Tennessee State Organization Convention. Send check and form to Orlean 

Bauman, 2222 Steep Hill Rd, Nunnelly, TN 37137.  Phone (cell and text) 931-209-7129  Email: 
ogbauman@gmail.com

Only refunds requested in writing by May 8, 2023, will be honored. 
REGISTRATION FEE CANNOT BE REFUNDED.

Lost key replacement fee assessed by the University will be $150.00 per set and $75.00 per key card.  

Convention Emergency Phone Numbers:  931-598-1250, 931-598-1111
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Ragsdale and Henry 
Secretary nominees
	 Corresponding Secretary 		             
nominee Chasity Ragsdale was 
inducted into Alpha Rho Chapter in 
2015. Ragsdale has served her chap-
ter as president, chair of the 
Communications and Membership 
committees as well as a member of 
the Visual Arts and World Fellow-
ship committees.
	 On the state level, Ragsdale is currently record-
ing secretary. She has served as chair of the Member-
ship committee, attended the Beginning Leadership 
and Advanced Leadership seminars as well as several 
TNSO chapter leadership trainings and state organiza-
tion leadership conferences for committee planning.
	 On the international level, Ragsdale was se-
lected by the international president as a participant in 
DKG Next, a “think tank” of younger members to help
DKG move forward effectively. Ragsdale teaches high 
school English at Hampshire Unit School in Maury
County. She relates that she is “a quick learner and 
adapts easily into whatever role I am assigned.” She 
believes that her chapter and state organization level 
service “has given me insight in the workings of our 
organization.”

	 The nominee for Recording Secretary, Regina 
Henry was inducted into Beta Chapter in 2018 and 
currently serves her chapter as first vice-president. 
	 On the state organization level Henry is cur-
rently a member of the Leadership Development com-
mittee and was the inspirational speaker at the awards 
luncheon at the 2022 convention. She is a graduate of 
the TNSO Beginning Leadership Seminar.
	 Henry serves as the un-
dergraduate business program 
dean at Strayer University. She 
asserts that she “has experience 
communicating in verbal, writ-
ten and electronic form and has 
the knowledge and skills and 
ability to serve DKG effectively.” 
She wants to serve to “make an impact and make DKG 
better.”

Nominations Committee 
nominees 
Committee Duties:  Select state organization officers, 
state elected committee members, and Vision Founda-
tion Board of Directors for the
2025-2027 and 2027-2029 biennia.
	
	 East Tennessee: Beverly Smith,
a member of Alpha Xi Chapter, has 
served on many chapter and state org-
anization committees. On the state 
organization level, she has served as 
president, first vice-president, second vice-president, 
recording secretary as well as chair of the Expansion, 
Achievement Award, and Personnel committees. On 
the international level, Smith has served on the Cre-
dentials and Expansion committees and chaired the 
Educational Excellence committee. After 48 years of 
secondary classroom math instruction, Smith is retired 
and teaches online courses.
	
	 Middle Tennessee: Dr. Beverly 
Hall-Maughan, a member of Alpha 
Rho Chapter, currently serves as chair
of the TNSO Chapter Strengthening 
committee. She has also served as 
TNSO president and first vice-president as well as 
TNSO Vision Foundation Board member. On the in-
ternational level, Hall-Maughan has served as chair of 
the Finance committee, on the Marketing and Public-
ity committee for the 2021 International Conference 
and on the marketplace team for the 2022 Interna-
tional Convention. Beverly currently serves as inter-
national second vice-president on the International 
Administrative Board.

	 West Tennessee: Marsha Rains 
is a member of Omega Chapter, where 
she has served as president and chair of 
the Projects committee. On the state 
organization level, she has served as 
area director, on the Legislative committee, and as 
chair of the Scholarship and Achievement Award 
committees. Marsha currently serves as an elementary 
school counselor.
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 Tennessee State Organization News
Membership Moments
One of my favorite and most vivid memories of DKG 
is the comradery I felt with other members at the onset 
of my membership. I was surrounded by talented and 
dedicated educators who were devoted to their stu-
dents and the other members of the chapter; I value 
the mission and goals of our society. ~ Anonymous, 
Gamma Omicron

I remember the honor I had when Nancy Davis asked 
me to give the meditation for the opening ceremony 
of the state convention. Her theme was about climbing 
the mountain and reaching goals. I still have a copy of 
the talk I gave. Several people complemented me af-
terwards, which gave me more confidence to stand in 
front of large groups. ~Harriet King, Gamma Omicron

During my term as state second vice president, one 
year we had 575 registered to attend. I had assigned 
folks to dorms we had never been in before, plus all 
the ones familiar to us. Well, I would look up at reg-
istration and ladies would say, “Barbara someone is 
already in that room.” So, I would erase names and do 
adjustments. In a few minutes the same ladies would 
come back and say, “someone is already in that room 
also.” I would change names on my room list and try
again. Finally, I think everyone had a bed to sleep in 
that night and all those misplaced folks are still my 
friends, thank goodness!! ~Barbara Hinson, Alpha Rho

When I was invited to join DKG, I felt very honored. 
Immediately I was asked to do things in the chapter. 
As an elementary teacher I wasn’t comfortable being 
up before adults, so I was always hesitant to take on a 
job until, after one chapter meeting, a member I did 
not know before joining said to me, “You can do this. I 
have done it before, and I will show you and help when 
needed.” And she did! Dee Dee Rives saw in me more 
than I saw in myself. This is what DKG is all about. 
I will always remember that conversation. From her 
support and encouragement, I have grown through the 
years, serving on chapter and state committees, as
chapter officers, and on various local committees.
~Anonymous, Theta

Personnel Committee 
nominees
Committee Duties:  Seek members for the related 
personnel positions (paid) of state organization editor, 
executive secretary, webmaster, and treasurer, receiving 
TNSO Executive Board approval for the hiring of said
positions, evaluating and reporting to the Executive 
Board on biennial evaluations of work of those in the 
related personnel positions, and maintaining/updating 
the state organization Personnel Manual.

	 East Tennessee: Nancy Davis,
Gamma Mu Chapter, has served her 
chapter on numerous committees and
as chapter president. On the state
organization level, she has served as 
president, second vice-president, corr- 
esponding secretary, area director, music representa-
tive, Vision Foundation Board, and ten years as state 
treasurer. On the international level, Davis has served 
as music representative and currently serves as chair 
of the Finance committee. Nancy is semi-retired after 
forty-two years as a music educator.

	 Middle Tennessee: Linda Prich-
ard, from Beta Epsilon Chapter, has 
served her chapter in many capacities
including on the Finance, Communi-
cations, and Scholarship committees. 
She has served as chapter president and has been 
chapter treasurer three times. Pritchard is retired after 
thirty-eight years as an early
childhood specialist. 

	 West Tennessee: Dr. Kristy
Sherrod, Theta Chapter, has served as 
chapter chair of the Bylaws and Rules 
and the Communications and Publicity
committee. On the state organization level, Sherrod 
has served on the Leadership Development and Com-
munications and Publicity committees. She is currently 
serving on the Bylaws and Rules committee. Sherrod 
has fourteen years experience as an educator.
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Finance Committee 
nominees
Committee Duties:  Preparing and submitting a two-
year state organization budget to the Executive Board 
and then, once approved, monitoring income and 
expenditures of the state organization and making any 
necessary recommendations to maintain the approved 
budget. They are also tasked with maintaining an up-
to-date inventory of TNSO tangible assets.
	
	 East Tennessee: Dawn Viles, Beta 
Pi Chapter, has served as chapter president
for two biennia. She currently serves on 
the state organization Marketing and 
Communications committee and attended
the chapter officers training in 2022 where
she presented a session on marketing and communica-
tions. Viles teaches English in Kingsport at Dobyns-
Bennett High School where she sponsors the Key Club 
and is a member of the parent, teacher, student asso-
ciation. She has 28 years of employment in education.
 
	 Middle Tennessee: Relva Lewis is
a member of Alpha Delta Chapter, where
she has served as president and first vice-
president. She has twelve years’ exper-
ience as a high school educator.

	 West Tennessee: Trish Stephenson,
Alpha Sigma Chapter, has served her chap-
ter as president, first vice-president, and 
member of the Legislative committee. 
On the state organization level, she has 
served on the Educational Excellence and 
Legislative committees. Stephenson is retired after 
teaching 35 years as a high school educator.

Calling all vendors!

Reserve space now in our TNSO Convention 
Mini-Mall, which will be located in the Art 
Gallery next to Guerry Auditorium. Please 
submit your registration form, found on 
www.tndkg.org. The deadline for submission 
is May 1, 2023.

Dear DKG Sisters,
         Thank you so very much for every act of kindness 
you showed to me when my Dad passed away in Octo-
ber. You touched my heart and made a sad time bear-
able.
           Dad loved DKG and especially the “girls from Ten-
nessee.” He attended many conventions over the years 
and even traveled to London with a group from Tennes-
see.  He always shared with me how impressed he was by 
the professionalism he saw and the support and encour-
agement we gave to one another. “A real class act!”
			   My Sincere Thanks,
			   Nancy Davis

Virtual Legislative Symposium: Thursday, 
February 23, 7:00 PM Central/8:00 p.m. Eastern

Go to the Calendar on the TNSO website to register. 
Prep Rally: Monday, March 6, 6:00 PM Central Time 

at Strayer University.
Day on the Hill: Tuesday, March 7

Convention Registration: What You Need to 
Know: This year, we are pleased to announce that we 
have managed to lower prices on your stay in on-
campus housing and continue to provide a discount 
for members who choose an all-inclusive package if 
you register before May 1, 2023!
	 Some members had questions about the term 
“all-inclusive.” To receive the $25 discount for the all-
inclusive package, a member stays on campus both 
nights and eats all scheduled meals. Another item that 
caused some confusion last year was the box on the 
registration form for the Thursday Night Reception 
(which is free to attendees). Even though there is no 
charge for this event, we DO need everyone who plans 
to attend to check that box so that Convention Steer-
ing can provide the university  with an accurate count 
of those attending.
	 This year we are implementing a new “ride 
share” program, in lieu of the bus or van, to assist 
those members who need help getting to and from 
events. A “ride share” volunteer will be assigned to 
those members. As a thank you for volunteering, 
members who provide this service to others will be 
given a  discount on the cost of the convention. Please 
submit your name to TNSO 2nd VP Orlean Bauman as 
soon as possible.
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Janey Ruth Price
March 17, 2021

Janey was inducted as a member 
of Alpha Delta in April 1973. She 
served as chapter president from 
1980-1982 and served on numer-
ous state and local committees. She 
regularly attended TNSO Conven-
tions until her health would no 
longer allow her to attend. Hop-
ing to enrich the lives of those she 
taught, Janey spent over 30 years in 
the White County School System, 
ending her career as a Reading
teacher at White County Middle 
School.

Martha “Marty” Haselden
September 18, 2022

Martha was inducted into Rho 
Chapter in September 1992. She 
enjoyed attending chapter meetings 
and serving on various committees. 
Her chapter activity began to slow 
down as duties as a school admin-
istrator and caregiver to her aging 
parents took priority. However, 
DKG and Rho Chapter were always 

Marion Pickering Couch
June 1, 2022

Marion was inducted into DKG in 
1979 and was an active member of  
Beta Chapter.  She was a Spanish 
teacher at Harpeth Hall and Wat-
kins Institute. She served as co-
chair of the first Italian Street Fair 
to benefit the Nashville Symphony 
Orchestra and served as president 
for the Nashville Symphony Guild. 
She also served as president of the 
Middle Tennessee Heart Associa-
tion.

dear to her heart, and her chapter 
members remember Marty with love 
and admiration. Marty was a lifelong 
learner and educator. She wore a mul-
titude of hats and worked many years 
in the Williamson County school 
system serving as a middle and high 
school teacher, an interim principal, 
and assistant principal throughout her
career.

Nancy Louise Mercer
October 22, 2022

Nancy was inducted into DKG in 
November 1975 and was a founding 
member of Gamma Zeta Chapter. She 
served as treasurer for the chapter for 
two years. She taught for 38 years and 
during that time served as a basketball 
and softball coach. She also served as 
a Career Ladder evaluator. She served 
as president of Meigs County Retired 
Teachers Association.


