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Tennesee Welcomes Sadowski 
as Society Representative 
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President Elaine Vaughan 
proudly announces our own 

Becky Sadowski as the Society
Representative at the 2022
State Convention.
	 A member of DKG for 
32 years, Becky Sadowski 
currently serves as International 
President. Becky’s DKG
membership has provided many 
opportunities for personal and 
professional growth. She attend-
ed the Tennessee Beginning and
Advanced Leadership Seminars 
and is a graduate of the 1999 
International Golden Gift 
Leadership Management Semin-
ar. Becky is a frequent breakout
session presenter and speaker at
all levels of the Society. She was a
keynote speaker at the 2005 SERC and has facilitated the Advanced 
Leadership Seminar four times in her home state of Tennessee. 
	 Serving as a Special Education advocate has been Becky’s pas-
sion. Her career includes serving as a classroom teacher, a reading 
specialist, a Lead Teacher for the Memphis City Schools, an Adjunct 
Professor at the University of Memphis, and a Special Education 
Specialist and Educational Consultant for Shelby County Schools, 
as well as Head of the School of Education at Lambuth University.  
Becky has served as the President of the Tennessee Association for 
the Gifted and was a keynote presenter at the Tennessee Legal Edu-
cation Conference on Special Education. She received the Jo Patter-
son Award in Gifted Education in Tennessee in 1996.
	 Married to her college sweetheart for 52 years, Becky has two 
grown children and enjoys spending as much time as possible with 
her four granddaughters. She is active in her church as well as in her 
community.
	 A “lifelong learner,” Becky often refers to one of her favorite 
quotes from C.S. Lewis- “You are never too old to set another goal or 
to dream a new dream.”

Becky Sadowski, this year’s Society Repre-
sentative to the Tennessee State Organiza-
tion 2022 Convention
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From the Heart…….
Reflect Upon the Past; 
Celebrate the Future

Hello Ladies,
	 Welcome to 2022! The tradition of reflecting upon one’s past 
mistakes and resolving to do and be better has been a custom for thou-
sands of years. The ancient Babylonians are thought to have been the 
first people to make New Year’s resolutions some 4,000 years ago. Many 
resolutions are based purely on self-improvement. According to recent 
research, even though 45 percent of Americans say that they usually 
make New Year’s resolutions, only 8 percent are successful in reaching 
their goals.
	 Let’s take a moment to reflect upon the past and the events or 
blessings that we experienced during 2021. I am thankful for my family 
and the joy of watching my granddaughters grow and flourish face-to-
face and virtually. I am grateful for my DKG family and all the ladies I 
have met in person or through Zoom. My From the Heart Membership 
Moments are memories that I will always cherish.
	 The changes in our world have required us to rethink how to 
connect with each other. We have learned that communication is key 
in how we relate to one another. Networking, support, encouragement, 
and opportunities to grow professionally are important facets for DKG 
members. Building relationships and creating relevant programs and 
projects help in strengthening membership and leadership.
	 So how do we celebrate the future? Continue to share those 
Membership Moments that strengthen bonds formed over the years. 
Continue to carry on the work that meets the needs of our members 
and that is a part of the legacy established by our society. Let’s be the 
best that we can be in encouraging members to investigate the oppor-
tunities available during the upcoming months through virtual work-
shops, leadership training, and State and International Conventions.
	 Let’s also celebrate the future by having the kind of love that 
does the heart good. Take time for yourself. Take care of your body by 
eating healthy, getting plenty of rest, and exercising regularly. Start be-
ing kind to yourself and quit focusing on your flaws or failures. We all 
make mistakes. Consider the proverbial phrase, “When life gives you 
lemons, make lemonade.” We can always take something that is not so 
great and turn it into something good. Choose to be around positive 
people. The people you spend time with are a direct reflection of how 
much you care about yourself. Individuals who associate with cheerful 
people have a happier demeanor and a better sense of well-being.
	 I hope that the new year brings you love, joy and happiness and 
that you take care of yourself as well as each other. I am inspired by 
the love and compassion of the members and leaders of DKG and look 
forward to sharing this amazing journey with you as we move onward 
with a genuine spirit.
						      From the Heart, 
						      Elaine Vaughan
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 Tennessee State Organization News
Silent Auction News
	 Chapters are encouraged to donate items for 
the Silent Auction for the 2022 TNSO Convention 
in Sewanee. These may be single, high-value items; 
themed baskets; or eclectic collections of tempting 
swag. Money raised through special events helps fund 
TNSO leadership opportunities. This year’s goal is to 
have 100% chapter participation. 
	 New! The 2022 Silent Auction will also include 
a “Purchase Now” option. Skip the bidding process by 
choosing a “Purchase Now” item. There will be several 
items that members can choose to purchase without 
having to go through the bidding process. 
    	 The Special Events Committee will continue 
to sell iris-themed items. Beautiful iris notecards and 
vinyl decals for cups, mugs, and windows will be avail-
able. 
   	 Chapter presidents will receive more detailed 
information from the Special Events committee in the 
coming Leadership Links and P2P meetings.

Tips to Nourish Members
	 During the winter months, especially during 
this time when we face widespread health concerns, 
there is often a drop in attendance at chapter meetings. 
Chapters may find that the focus shifts to member 
retention as opposed to recruitment. As we begin the 
new year and reflect upon the needs of our chapter 
members, the Membership Committee would like to 
suggest some actions your chapter might take to help 
you hit the ground running. Here are two tips to begin.
	 First, survey chapter members to see where 
they are right now. Are there more retired or working 
members? What is the average length of time  mem-
bers have been part of the chapter? Do chapter meet-
ings serve the needs of members? Chapters can begin 
collecting this information from the chapter yearbook. 
The information collected can then be shared with the 
committee that plans programs for the coming year.
	 Next, go to dkg.org > Resources > Chapter 
Tools > Chapter Strengthening and review the Vital 
Signs survey in the Chapter Check Up document. In 
addition to describing the health of the chapter, there 
are tips to help target those areas which are of greatest 
priority for the chapter. Suggestions from other chap-
ters are great, but always remember to focus on the 
needs of  chapter members to best select the actions 
taken.
	 Remember, this is only the beginning. As 
winter turns into spring, continue to recognize mem-
bers’ needs and make plans. Are members contacted 
when they miss meetings? Are they recognized for any 
achievement or change in their careers or families? 
These actions tend to nurture the membership of any 
chapter. 
	 Plan how to use the discoveries you made to 
improve chapter and members’ relationships. Some 
chapters have a planning meeting in May each year 
and encourage chapter leaders to attend the TNSO 
State Convention. Many chapters find that fellowship 
improves member relationships and increased activity 
helps in program planning.

Here’s to 2022 being a great year in DKG!

DATES TO REMEMBER

TNSO Virtual Legislative Symposium
February 22, 2022 at 5:30 p.m.(CST)/6:30 p.m.(EST)

TNSO Virtual Town Hall Meeting 
Finance Committee

February 24, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.(CST)/8:00 p.m.(EST)

TNSO High School Essay Contest
Deadline: February 25, 2022 

TNSO Beginning Leadership 
Management Seminar

March 25-26, 2022 at Henry Horton State Park

TNSO Chapter Officer Training
April 9, 2022 at Goodpasture Christian School 

(Madison)
April 23, 2022 at Oak Ridge High School

 May 7 at South Side High School (Jackson)

86th TNSO Convention
University of the South, Sewanee, TN

June 2-4, 2022

2022 DKG International Convention
New Orleans, LA, July 12-16, 2022
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Last Name First Name
Address 2021-2022 Inductee

City Zip First Time Attendee - TNSO Convention
Phone # Email 2020-2022 Chapter President
Chapter Area  Past TNSO President

TNSO Achievement Award Winner
50 Year (+) Member (Year Initiated)

Registration fee (non-refundable):
Price Total Amount Serve as a page

 By May 1* 88.00$                -$                  
 After May 1* 121.00$              -$                  

-$                   Professional Development Certificate
Lodging: 

Dorm Sleeping Rooms
Thursday Night June 2 Price Total Amount

Single Room 94.00$                -$                  
Double Room 83.00$                -$                  

Single Room 94.00$                -$                  
Double Room 83.00$                -$                  

-$                  
Meals:

June 2 Rank in order of preference.
Thurs. Dinner Buffet 33.00$                -$                  Quintard Dorm
Thurs. Night  Reception -$                    -$                  St. Luke's Dorm
June 3

By Invitation Iris Circle Brkst (Comp) -$                        -$               Handicapped room (very limited availability)
Breakfast Buffet 20.00$                -$                  Single room (Note additional charge)
Awards Luncheon 33.00$                -$                  Double room 
Presidents' Banquet 50.00$                -$                  
June 4
Birthday Brunch 28.00$                -$                  

-$                  Vegetarian
Diabetic

Discounts: Other (please specify)
Discount Total Amount

50 year Member (25.00)$               -$                  Other special needs
TNSO Past President (25.00)$               
All-inclusive Pkg. (25.00)$               -$                  

-$                  

Name of roommate(s)

Indicate dorm/rooming preferences below:

Serve as table hostess (meal tkt required)

TOTAL REGISTRATION FEE

Registration - Required by all attendees.

Friday Night June 3

I do NOT give my permission for my picture or 
name to appear on the TNDKG website or in the 
DKG TN News.

Only refunds requested in writing by May 8, 2022, will be 
honored. Registration fee cannot be refunded.

Please Mark All That Apply

Dorm Preferences & Special Needs

Dorms assigned on first-come, first-serve basis. Specify preferences 
and needs. Note that single sleeping rooms inside suites also carry 
an additional charge.   Requests will be honored if at all possible, but 
room assignments can't be changed on site. All dorms have elevators, 
but few truly handicapped rooms. Chapters are encouraged to mail 
registrations at the same time if they want rooms in close proximity.

Special dietary needs or other accommodations

Sing in Convention Chorus (meal tkt required)

Tennessee State Organization Convention Registration 
June 2-4, 2022-------The University of the South------Sewanee, TN

ONLINE REGISTRATION IS RECOMMENDED at www.TNDKG.org under FORMS. If mailing, send 1 form per person. VENMO accepted at Dianne-Anderson.

Make checks payable to Tennessee State Organization Convention. Send check and 
form to Orlean Bauman, 2222 Steep Hill Rd, Nunnelly TN 37137                Phone (cell and 
text): 931-209-7129     Email: ogbauman@gmail.com

Convention Emergency Phone Numbers:  931-598-1250, 931-598-1111
Lost key replacement fee assessed by the University will be $150.00 per set and $75.00 per key card.  

TOTAL LODGING EXPENSES

TOTAL MEAL EXPENSES

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED  
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Legislative NewsReady, Set, Record Points
	 TNSO chapters are off to a fantastic start on 
earning Maycie Award for Chapter Excellence points 
this year.  With the added option of the Connection 
Award, all chapters accelerated from the starting line 
by taking advantage of those easy-to-earn points by 
letting the Chapter Strengthening Committee know 
about your meeting dates for the year.  What an amaz-
ing feat it was to get every chapter to respond to that 
survey!  Thanks for your diligence in getting off to a 
fast start in 2021-2022.
                Chapters continued on a record pace by also 
submitting the Strategic Plan update, earning an addi-
tional five Maycie Award points.  Again, every chapter 
in the TNSO completed this important planning form 
by the deadline.  We all know how vital a strategic 
plan is for chapter strengthening.  It is time to finish 
the race as the checklist is due to your designated rep-
resentative by April 1, 2022.  Take advantage of some 
of the new items on the checklist, including categories 
for workshop presentations and marketing recogni-
tion.  Be sure to keep sharing your chapter’s events on 
social media. 
                If you need help completing your May-
cie Checklist, Contact your Area Director: Pamela 
Egeler (Area I), Kay Moss or Carolyn Cox (Area II), 
Amanda Pritchett (Area III), Becky Sanderson (Area 
IV), Kathy Smith (Area V), Belinda Juergens (Area 
VI), Leigh Anne Durham  (Area VII), Beth Naylor or 
Marsha Rains (Area VIII), and Deborah McDurmon 
(Area IX).  Let’s round that final turn and make our 
way for the finish line, ladies!   

	

	 Step Up for TN DKG
Step up to help lead TN DKG in the 
next biennium. In addition to officers, 
nominations are needed for members to serve 
on  Personnel, Finance, and Nominations 
Committees  as well as the Vision Foundation 
Board. Application and endorsement forms 
are found at https://www.tndkg.org/forms. 
We need YOU to help lead TN DKG!

	 The Legislative Committee announces the fol-
lowing dates:	 The  Legislative Symposium will be 
held Tuesday, February 22nd, at 5:30 pm Central time, 
6:30 pm Eastern time.  This is an opportunity for DKG 
members to hear a panel of members of the Tennessee 
General Assembly discuss and answer our questions 
about pertinent educational issues up for consideration 
this year.
	 The Legislative Committee will also host a “Day 
on the Hill” on Tuesday, March 8, 2022.  This is a day 
for DKG members to join together to support educa-
tional initiatives under consideration by the Tennessee 
General Assembly by visiting their state representatives 
and attending committee meetings. 
	 In addition to “Day on the Hill,” the Legisla-
tive Committee will host a “Prep Rally” via Virtual 
Workshop on Tuesday, March 1st especially for DKG 
members planning to attend “Day on the Hill”.  How-
ever, all are welcome and encouraged to attend, even if 
they are not able to travel to Nashville on the 8th.   This 
will be a time to learn about the most effective ways to 
communicate with legislators and to hear more about 
education happenings in the General Assembly this 
year. Please contact Amber Roberts (ahroberts@ortn.
edu) for further information.
	 The Legislative Committee is also offering the 
Legislative Award for the 2021-2022 year. The form 
may be found on the state website Resources/Chapter 
Forms & Reports. Deadline for submission is March 
15, 2022 to Karla Mullins (kmullins55@gmail.com).

Dr. Beverly Hall, 2019-21 TNSO
president and 2018-20 chair of 
the DKG International Finance
Committee, has been selected as
the nominee for International 
Second Vice President. The elec-
tion will be held during the Inter-
national Convention in New 
Orleans, LA, July 12-16, 2022.  Hall currently chairs 
the TNSO Chapter Strengthening Committee.

Hall nominated for Inter-
national officer
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 Tennessee State Organization News
Membership Moments
Patsy Smith, her sister Betty, and I were roommates 
at the International Convention in Spokane, WA in 
2010. I attended convention wearing an eye patch and 
an orthopedic boot- virus in one eye and tendinitis 
in my foot. (My son told me all I needed was a parrot 
on my shoulder.)  They helped me hobble along and 
faithfully applied my eye drops that week. I have long 
remembered their kindness. On the last evening after 
the crowded elevator left only two of us going to a top 
floor, I looked into a familiar face and she recognized 
me. We had taught together and carpooled to gradu-
ate school from McNairy County in 1974. She had 
moved to New Mexico and I to Memphis only for us to 
reunite as DKG sisters 37 years later about 2,100 miles 
from home. It is the relationships! - Carol Moling

Serving as Area Director, it was great fun traveling to 
different chapters and meeting all the wonderful ladies. 
The other directors and I had a fabulous time doing 
Go To Meetings. We became really close and still are 
today. - Donna Campbell 

Emily Johnson and I were driving to Sewanee for con-
vention. Betty Only had given us directions for a new 
road to take. We were making good progress until we 
crossed a state line and saw a big sign that read “Wel-
come to Alabama.”  We never asked Betty for direc-
tions again. - Janice Sorsby 

I have been blessed with wonderful teachers in both 
my professional life and as a student. Being part of this 
organization of strong, encouraging teachers helps me 
be the best teacher I can be. This group is a blessing. 
- Anonymous

My fondest, proudest membership moment was when 
TN hosted the 2016 International Convention at 
the Opryland Hotel in Nashville. I learned so much, 
worked so hard and had such FUN! - Anonymous

I am following in my mama’s footsteps. She was a 
member and held every office of Memphis’ founding 
chapter of DKG, Epsilon. My proudest DKG memory 
was when my mother, Avis Foreman, transferred her 
membership to Alpha Sigma. I was able to enjoy func-
tions with her for about eight years. - Penny Powers
 

Communications 
	 During the September planning meeting, the 
Communications and Marketing Committee up-
dated the 2021-22 Communications Award criteria 
to include social media posts. In addition to chapter 
newsletters and submissions to the DKG TN News 
and/or local newspapers or magazines, chapters will 
need to submit five screenshots for Highest Honors, 
three screenshots for Honors, and two screenshots for 
Honorable Mention to their C & M Committee con-
tact. Please send screenshots of your chapter’s website 
updates, Facebook posts, Twitter tweets, YouTube vid-
eos, or Instagram posts between March 16, 2021, and 
March 15, 2022, with date of posts and chapter identi-
fied.  Examples include Beta Epsilon Chapter’s website 
update of the new Member Education TNSO Officers 
video, Theta Chapter’s Facebook post about packing 
Operation Christmas boxes as a service project, and 
Gamma Mu Chapter’s informational YouTube video 
explaining their Good Neighbor Award recognizing 
local students so other chapters could create similar 
awards in their communities. Social media posts about 
DKG allow chapters to share their activities with cur-
rent members as well as potential members in their 
local area and around the world!

Example of a screenshot of Social Media posts by chapters

TNSO Members enjoying a trip to the Cumberland Play-
house to see “Scrooge, the Musical” on the December Creative 
Arts outing. 
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Beta Upsilon chapter
provided items for 
the store at the Old 
Hickory Pregnancy 
Center in order to 
help these women 
and their families. 
Several packages of 
diapers and wipes were given along with baby sleep-
ers, toys, a hand-made quilt, and books. An additional 
$250 was given to buy 40 books and toys for mothers to 
choose from. Bible story books are some of the favored 
choices made by the mothers.

			   One of the main focuses 		
			   of the Beta Epsilon 	                          
                                        chapter for the 2020-2022 bien-	
			   nium is promoting literacy in 		
			   the community.  Chapter 
			   members made donations
			   to the Governor’s Early Literacy 	
			   Foundation through the local 
			   United Way and volunteered 
			   at the Storybook Breakfast to 
support Imagination Library efforts in Rutherford 
County.  

      Chapter Projects
				    Kitty Pruitt, Zeta 
				    member, presented 
				    donated items to the 	
				    Fostering Hope 
				    representative, Chante 
				    Hensley.  Fostering
				    Hope meets the needs 
				    of children and families
				    from the Child Welfare 
				    System. The organiza-
tion provides backpacks, suitcases, and supplies to 
children who are transitioning from foster homes 
or chidlren that have just entered the system. Zeta 
members donated backpacks, suitcases, duffel bags, 
hygiene items, and school supplies to the organization 
at the November meeting.

Alpha Epsilon chapter is located in Anderson County, 
Oak Ridge, and serves their community and DKG 
From the Heart by supporting the Read to Me Pro-
gram, New Teacher Educators, and the Family Re-
source Center. For Alpha Epsilon’s December meeting, 
they held a silent auction that raised over $1000 for 
the Family Resource Center. 

In December, Pi Chapter
celebrated Mary Ruth 
Cook and her 50 years
of membership in DKG. 
Her daughter and grand-
daughter were able to 
attend the meeting and 
celebrate with her. Chap-
ter members were able to 
share a meal together as 
well as stories of Mary Ruth
through the years.  
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Margaret Trudell “Trudy” 
Templeton

November 9, 2021
Margaret was inducted into DKG 
on November 1, 1973. She was one 
of the five founding members of 
Gamma Zeta Chapter.  She attend-
ed several Southeast Conferences 
during her membership. She was 
a teacher for 43 years and served 
as a principal for 13 of those years. 
She served as treasurer of the Meigs 
County Retired Teachers Associa-
tion.

Betty Mickey Perry
December 3, 2021

Mickey became a member of Zeta 
Chapter on April 4, 1994, and 
served on numerous chapter com-
mittees. She was a special needs 
teacher at Rule High School, West 
High School and Knox Catholic 
High School. She also served as a 
school counselor at Knox Catholic 
High School. An active member 
of St. John Neumann Church, she 
served on committees dealing with 
community interaction.

Dorothy Ann Long
October 13, 2021

Dorothy was inducted into DKG 
on November 1, 1973. She was a 
reserve member with the Alpha Chi 
Chapter before it merged with Eta 
Chapter. A native of Clarksville, 
Ann was involved in education 
with the Clarksville Montgomery 
County School System for 43 years. 
She served as teacher and Assistant 
Principal at three schools in Mont-
gomery County. She also worked 
with student teachers at Austin Peay 
State University. Dorothy received 
many teaching awards during her 
career.  She was active in her church 
and the Clarksville Montgomery 
County Retired Teachers Associa-
tion.

Peggy Rubel
August 8, 2021

Inducted in April 1958, Peggy was an 
active member of Alpha Epsilon in 
Oak Ridge for 53 years. She supported 
pre-service and new teacher educators 
through donations to the Grant-In-
Aid Scholarships and the new teacher 
projects. In 2012, she received the 
Order of the Rose award for her out-
standing contributions to the chapter 
and her community. She was also a 
supporter of the chapter’s Permanent 
Rose project.
She came to Oak Ridge in 1953 to 
teach at Linden Elementary School 
and was promoted to guidance coun-
selor at Oak Ridge High School in 
1962. For 15 years, she served as the 
director of the Junior Curator Pro-
gram for the Oak Ridge Children’s 
Museum and twice served as their 
Board Director. She was an early 
participant and advocate of the Oak 
Ridge Institute for Continued Learn-
ing. 


