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TNSO Committee Planning meeting

a resoundmg Success
Over one hundred of our TNSO

leaders met in Nashville over the week-
end of September 15-17, 2023, at Good-
pasture Christian School to plan for the
2023-2025 biennium. Committee
chairs, area directors, and TNSO oft-
icers and related personnel met on Fri-
day night for a Google Training session
under the direction of TNSO Corre-
sponding Secretary Chasity Ragsdale and
Treasurer Dr. Dianne Anderson. Efforts
are being made to achieve consistency
and continuity of communication by
establishing Google Mail and Google
Drives for each officer and committee

Beth Naylor, Awards; Marsha Brewer,

to pass information to subsequent TNSO President; and Terry Sharp, TNSO
leaders and committees throughout 2nd Vice President, participate in Google
our state organization. training on Friday night.

On Saturday, these leaders
were joined by committee members who worked diligently to plan events
and conduct the business of our society. Committees met to plan and
discuss changes that need to be made in order to continue the business of
growing the Society as a relevant and valuable resource for key women
educators across the state.

President Marsha Brewer charged committees with evaluating the
needs of each committee and the focus of the committee for the upcoming
biennium. Committee chairs and members spent the day working on
revisions to forms, activities of the committee, and upcoming state events.

& | Members prepare for the breakout
sessions of state committees as they
listen to the charges of the day.
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The Delta Kappa Gamma Society
International promotes professional

and personal growth of women
educators and excellence in
education.
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Contributors to DKG Tennessee News are
asked to send news as soon as it is available
to ensure its placement in the next issue.
Send news items for the February issue no
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DKG In
Harmony........

Greetings!

At the time of this writing, I have completed my third
month as your Tennessee State Organization President, and
I am learning so much about our state orfganization and the
strength of our chapters. Over 100 DKG leaders from 35
chapters across the state met in Nashville over the weekend of
September 15-17 to plan for the 2023-2025 biennium. I wit-
nessed the excitement of ladies working together In Harmony
to schedule engaging events and conduct society business.

Our TNSO officers and related personnel were able to
get together after the conference for a time of team-building,
Elanning, and fellowship at a peaceful retreat center. I have

ad the privilege of visiting with a few chapters and have

several visits planned in the near future. I am encouraged by
the efforts of chapters to reach out into the schools an§ com-
munities to serve and to shine a light on DKG as an organiza-
tion. I have seen many examples of the promotion of literacy,
support for early career educators, and efforts to bring in new
members. This type of outreach is what must happen for our
Society to thrive and survive.

I encourage you to share what DKG has meant to you
in the way of professional development, personal growth,
mentorshi% o%portunities to serve, networking, friendships,
and any other benefit you may have derived from this organi-
zation.

Thank you for your efforts to fulfill the DKG mission
of promoting professional and personal growth of women edu-
cators and excellence in education. Your state organization is
happy to offer any help you need to achieve success in your
chapter as we work together In Harmony for the 2023-2025
biennium.

In Harmony,
Marsha Brewer
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Special Events

With a goal of 100% chapter participation, the
Special Events Committee is hard at work preparing
for the 2024 Silent Auction, which is always a highlight
at the state convention. Chapters are encouraged to do-
nate items for the silent auction. These may be individ-
ual items, high-value items, themed baskets, or eclectic
collections of tempting swag. Chapters not wishing to
bring items for the auction may make a $25 or higher
donation. If your chapter will be making a donation,
don’t forget to complete the appropriate form located
on the TNSO website.

Chapters who participate in bringing items
or making a donation to the Silent Auction can earn
points for the Maycie Chapter Excellence Award. Don’t
forget the chapter that raises the most money from
their donations to the silent auction receives the cov-
eted Apple Award at convention.

Money raised is used to fund the Tennessee
Beginning and Advanced Leadership Management
Seminars, Leadership Conference for Chapter Officers,
Leadership Conference for Committee Planning, and
other professional development activities. Developing
leaders is one of DKG’s most important tasks. Training
benefits members and strengthens our organization.
Join us at the 2024 Silent Auction and raise money to
support these leadership development programs.

Awards

The Maycie Chapter Excellence Award applica-
tion has been updated and is available on the TNSO
website. Watch for announcements on Facebook and
in emails. Applications are due by April 1, 2024. The
Awards Committee is working on future improve-
ments to the application form for the 2025 year.

Forms for Order of the Rose and Rosebud
nominations will be available soon. Stay tuned and be
thinking about great nominees.

Chapter Yearbooks

The deadline to submit your Chapter Yearbook
is December 15. The yearbook template and evaluation
forms are available on the tndkg.org website. Please
continue sending in your excellent chapter programs
and projects to be included in the EEC Corner Spot-
light on the website.

Legislative

How much do you really know about your
representatives and your district? The legislative
committee, with the theme for this biennium “Key
Women Educators Securing the Future of Our Youth,”
has a brief survey, developed by co-chair, Dr. Carolyn
Tucker. This survey is for members to fill out for their
own knowledge regarding individual representatives
at various levels of government. Knowledge of who
represents you and what they stand for is important,
especially as a member of DKG and an advocate in
educational issues.

DO YOU KNOW WHO IS CHARGED WITH
MAKING DECISIONS THAT IMPACT
EDUCATION?

1. My city council member or county commissioner
is . (He/she knows me by name.
yes no )
2. The name of my state representative is

. (He/she knows me by name. yes_____

no )
3. The name of my state senator is

(He /she knows me by name. yes___no )
4. 1live in the congressional district.
5. The name of my U.S. Representative is

(He/she knows me by name. yes____no
6. The names of the two U.S. Senators for TN

are and . (Each knows
me by name.yes ____no )

7. There are counties in TN.

8. There are judicial districts in TN.

9. My voting precinct is
10. My school Board member is

Bylaws and Rules

Within the next few weeks, chapters should
receive documents to help with Bylaws and Rules up-
dates to their governing documents. Once these docu-
ments arrive via email, please let the Committee know
if any assistance is needed. If chapters want to begin
working now, the TNSO Bylaws and Rules can be ac-
cessed on the TNSO website at https://www.tndkg.org/

bylaws-and-rules.
DKG Tennessee News November 2023 3
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Arts and Personal Growth

The Arts and Personal Growth Committee would like

to announce a possible Christmas gathering.

Where- Graceland

When- December 9, 2023

Cost-$79.75 Elvis Experience Tour including:

» Graceland Mansion audio-guided tour

« Self-guided tour of Elvis’ custom jets

o Full access to all-new Elvis Presley’s Museum En-
tertainment Complex, which includes self-guided
tours of Presley Motors Automobile Museum,
Elvis: The Entertainer Career Museum, New Mak-
ing of ELVIS Movie Exhibition, Elvis Discovery
Exhibits

Before confirmation, the committee would like to poll

members regarding interest in this event. Please email

Harrite King at hkingl3@outlook.com by November

15th. More information will be provided once the com-

mittee determines if there is enough interest. Members

can also visit graceland.com for more insight.

DATES TO REMEMBER

December 15: Chapter Yearbook due to Orlean
Bauman

December 15: DKG Ignite (LMS)
application deadline

January 15, 2024 - Beginning Leadership
Seminar application due

February 1, 2024 - Tennessee State Scholarship
application due

February 1, 2024 - International Scholarship
application due

February 29, 2024 - Essay Contest submissions
due

March 15, 2024 - Achievement Award
nominations due

May 30-June 1, 2024: TNSO State Convention
Sewanee, TN
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Membership

Now that we have settled into our new school
year, it’s a great time for our chapters to look at inviting
new members to join DKG. Who can be a member in
DKG? Let’s review. According to DKG.com/member-
ship, “A candidate for membership must identify as
a woman,” and “is or has been employed as a profes-
sional educator at her time of election.”

Who is a professional educator? A professional
educator is anyone who receives pay for teaching oth-
ers. This goes beyond the traditional classroom setting.
Women who get paid to teach at a community center, a
church, or other settings or are in charge of presenting
training classes at her place of employment are consid-
ered professional educators. Women who volunteer
without pay are not considered “professional” educa-
tors for the purpose of membership. However, they
might have held paid positions in the past and,
therefore, may still be considered as candidates for
membership.

Can retired educators be invited to join DKG?
Absolutely! Retired teachers and educators from any
field can contribute much to our local chapters and to
our society as a whole. They are excellent mentors for
our early career educators, and they bring experience
and insights to enrich other members.

Remember to include our college students!
Women who are in their last two years of college and
intend to continue academically and professionally
in the field of education are eligible for membership.
As we continue to strengthen women educators and
local chapters, the state membership committee will
highlight chapters and “non-traditional” members
across Tennessee in the coming weeks and months. It’s
an exciting time for us to grow In Harmony in DKG
Tennessee.

Steering Committee

ON YOUR MARK... GET SET... MARK YOUR CAL-
ENDARS for May 30- June 1, 2024, for the 2024 TNSO
Convention in Sewanee, TN, at the University of

the South. More information regarding the conven-
tion will be available in the February edition of the

DKG Tennessee News. WE WANT TO SEE YOU
THERE!!!
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State Projects

What do bats and battery-operated ultrasound
devices have in common? The answer may surprise
you, but both are impacted by Artificial Intelligence
(A.L) Researchers are using A.I. to analyze bat record-
ings, discovering that over 60% of bat calls were really
“complaints.” A.I is also impacting women in low-
income countries who now can use battery-operated,
handheld ultrasound devices with the results being
sent to their smartphones, letting them know if their
baby’s gestational progress is “normal” or if they need
additional obstetrical intervention. Artificial intel-
ligence is even starting to impact the songwriting
industry that drives so much of our own economy in
Tennessee, especially in Music City. As of July 2023,
the Grammy Awards will allow songs created with A.IL.
or with elements of artificial intelligence to be nomi-
nated for these awards. Artificial intelligence, for good
or bad, is here to stay.

The State Projects Committee has chosen A.L
for the Essay Contest topic this year. The prompt is: “In
what ways will Artificial Intelligence (A.I.) positively
and negatively affect your daily life, now and in the
future?”

The committee is also increasing the scholar-
ship money to $350 for first place, $250 for second
place, and $150 for third place, almost double what
was previously awarded. This year the focus will be on
high school submissions from students in both public
and private schools from grades nine through twelve.
The committee encourages individual chapters to con-
tinue offering a local essay contest for elementary and
middle school students if they choose to do so.

The deadline for all submissions is February 29,
2024. Please send a separate cover page including the
name of the sponsoring chapter and chapter contact
person along with each winning high school essay
on the topic provided. Submit the essays and cover
sheets to Mary Frances Wadley at tndkg.stateprojects@
gmail.com. If you have questions, please contact her at
731-307-9549. More information will be forthcoming
on the TNSO website, in Leadership Links, and in the
DKG Tennessee News.

Stay tuned for more exciting updates about a
new state project to support early career educators that
is currently in the planning stages for fall 2024!

Vision Foundation

It is time for TNSO Delta Kappa Gamma
members to consider applying for one of the Vision
Foundation Awards. The Vision Foundation Board
of Directors has increased the amount for classroom
grants to $1500.00. These awards may be used to buy
materials and other resources for teaching. There are
two $2000.00 professional development grants, named
for Doris Ann Hendrix and Liz Whorley Bradley, that
are available for teachers to attend conferences, work-
shops, or other professional development activities.
The Board is also providing an opportunity for a chap-
ter to sponsor a seminar with an award of $2500.00.

Applications for awards are available on the
TNSO website and will be accepted beginning October
1, 2023. All applications must be submitted by De-
cember 31, 2023, at 11:59 p.m. Awards must be used
between April 1, 2024, and March 31, 2025.

Leadership Development

Mark your calendars for March 15-16, 2024,
at Henry Horton State Park for the first TNSO Begin-
ning Leadership Seminar. Dr. Beverly Hall-Maughan
will be the leadership consultant. Applications will be
available by November 15 and will be due by January
15. Chapters are encouraged to start identifying mem-
bers with leadership potential who might benefit from
attending the seminar. More details will be shared as
plans become finalized.

TNSO LEADERS NEEDED!

TNSO has a great legacy of leaders, and the
Nominations Committee is looking for mem-

bers who are willing to step up as leaders for
the next biennium. Help us by applying your-
self or identifying members in your chapter
who have strong leadership skills.

Be a part of TNSO’s future!

DKG Tennessee News November 2023 5
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Chapter Strengthening

The Chapter Strengthening Committee, con-
sisting of ten area directors and the chair, discussed the
major focus areas of membership, communication, and
community service during the state planning meeting
held on September 16. The results of the Connection
Survey (completed by 92% of the chapters) indicated
that chapters are concerned about membership and
effective communication with members. Chapters are
also working to provide more resources to their com-
munities and schools.

The Chapter Strengthening Committee is pro-
moting area/state events in order to develop relation-
ships with members from other chapters. Any member
is welcome to attend the following events. Please con-
tact the area director for more information. The area
directors for 2023-2025 as well as the area realignment
may be found on the TNSO website under About Us/
Tennessee Chapters and Presidents.

o Area I will host an annual Christmas Brunch on
December 9.

o Areall, Pi Chapter, will host their annual Found-
er’s Day in May.

o ArealV, Beta Phi Chapter, welcomes everyone to
the “Evening with St. Nick” community event on
November 7.

o Area VI, Beta Epsilon Chapter, is inviting anyone
to the February 15 meeting on human trafficking.

o Area VII will host an annual Christmas Brunch on
December 2.

o All area directors are planning events throughout
the 2023-2024 year.

The Chapter Strengthening Committee and the
Planning Committee will be working together with
chapters in revitalizing and strengthening chapter
practices. If your chapter would like to participate in
the Reinstatement Project, please consider contact-
ing Elaine Vaughan (mevaughan@ortn.edu) for more
information. Several chapters have completed the
Reinstatement Project and are experiencing positive
results. Let’s continue to work together to establish
those relationships that the membership has expressed
it desires.
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Area Directors, Officers
and Related Personnel

Be sure and contact your Area Director and invite her
to a chapter meeting. Area Directors are there to sup-
port your chapter and to aid in organizing activities
and gatherings within your area.

Contact your Area Director and ask about the
possibility of some of your area chapters combining for
a joint orientation for new members. Our TNSO Offi-
cers and Related Personnel would love to be invited to
help facilitate the orientation. They possess a wealth of
knowledge about our society, and they rarely have the
opportunity to visit with chapters. Officers and Related
Personnel include the following:

East Tennessee - 2nd Vice President: Terry Sharp and
Webmaster: Sherrie Collins.

Middle Tennessee - President: Marsha Brewer, 1st
Vice President: Orlean Bauman, Recording Secretary:
Dr. Regina Henry, Corresponding Secretary: Chasity
Ragsdale, Executive Secretary: Jenni Lusk, and Parlia-
mentarian: Dr. Kathie Harned

West Tennessee - Treasurer: Dr. Dianne Anderson and
Editor: Michelle Steen

Wanted: Achievement
Award Nominations

Consider all members at the chapter & state level
Does not have to hold a state office
Could be a “behind the scenes kind of worker”
Represents DKG in her community
Supports other organizations compatible with
society purposes & endeavors

Tennessee State Organization is filled with excep-
tional women educators; search your chapters for a
nomination to submit to: Becky Sanderson, chair-
person for the committee. (bjsanderson@gmail.com)
Applications are due March 15th, 2024. Forms can be
found on the TNSO website.




Chapter News
Beta Zeta and Alpha
Kappa Chapters
joined together on Sat-
urday, August 26, to
enjoy breakfast at the
Butter Dish in down-
town Pikeville, TN.

In attendance were
members from both
chapters as well as Terry Sharp, TNSO second vice
president, and Beverly Smith, past state president.

Beta Xi began their “Early Career” initiative this year,
and it is off to a fantastic start. The goal is to sup-
port early career educators by providing mentorship,
resources, and opportunities to help them flourish

in their teaching careers. Their first meeting for this
initiative included a presentation from Matters of the

Heart Counseling about “All the Things” that sw1rl
through our lives at \ = =

the beginning of ™
each school year. ;
Self-care never sound-
ed so fun and
manageable! Add-
itionally, the chapter
was honored to learn
from their latest
round of grant recip-

ients who are doing
incredible work in the field of education. These pas-
sionate educators are making a lasting impact on their
students and communities, and the chapter is honored
to support their in-
novative projects. Fi-
nally, members col-
lected teacher supplies
for the local alternative
school and presented
them to the principal
Melinda Norman. To-
gether, Beta Xi con-

, .| tinues to strengthen
their commltment to supporting educators and foster-
ing excellence in education.

On September 26, the three Chattanooga area chapters
(Alpha, Alpha Xi, and Alpha Phi) combined their
efforts to reach education majors at the University of
Tennessee, Chattanooga (UTC). As part of the interna-
tional project Support for Early Career Educators, the
group treated twenty- elght education majors to snacks
and door prizes
of gift cards to
area eateries.
The group talk-
ed to the aspir-
ing educators
about DKG,
including topics
such as the or- 3
ganization’s his- [
tory, local chap-
ters,state and international structure, collegiate mem-
bership, and more! Applications were given out for the
first-ever joint chapter grant. Each Chattanooga-area
chapter has pledged to donate $500 for the grant, so
its value will be $1500. Both international and chapter
brochures were distributed.

In September, Theta members
brought school supplies to be
given to educators in January
when their supplies could be de-
pleted.

" For the program, Hayley

B Henley spoke with members
about “School-Based Behav-
ioral Health”

In September, Beta Sigma prepared and distributed 45
treat bags for all the new teachers and admmlstrators

in Hardeman County Schools. : e g
Wlth a theme of “You've Got Thls

ed snacks and classroom supplies
as well as a chapter brochure and
information about the Tennessee
Electronic Library and local re-
sources.
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Dr. Patricia J. Bonner

August 9, 2023

Dr. Patricia (Pat) J. Bonner,
was inducted into Gamma in April
1968. She was very active in her
chapter and was a charter member
of Beta Delta serving as chapter
president from 1988-1990.

Pat was also very active at
the state level. She was the TNSO
treasurer from 1991-1997 and at-
tended both state and international
conventions. She served in any
capacity she could.

Pat attended Milligan Col-
lege, where she received a Bachelor
of Art Degree in History and Physi-
cal Education. She then received
her Masters of Education from
the University of Arizona, Tucson,
then returned to the Milligan area
and attended Emmanuel School
of Religion, receiving a Masters of
Christian Education. Pat then at-
tended George Peabody College at
Vanderbilt University and received
an Education Specialist Degree in
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Adapted Physical Education and
Special Education. She later attend-
ed Highland University in Banner
Elk, NC, where she received her
Doctorate in Education. Addition-
ally, Pat studied at the University
of California at Los Angeles, the
University of Colorado, and the
University of Southern California.
Pat taught in high schools
and colleges in Tennessee, Ohio,
Arizona, and California before re-
turning to Milligan College in 1966
where she was a Professor of Health
and Physical Education for thirty-
two years, also serving in various
other roles, most notably coaching
a variety of sports for both men
and women. In addition to expand-
ing women’s sports at Milligan, Pat
helped found the Tennessee College
Women’s Sports Federation in1969.
Under her leadership, the federa-
tion’s goal was achieved, strength-
ening Tennessee’s athletic offerings
for women. She received numerous
honors including “Outstanding

Educators of America” and “Out-
standing Women in America” In
1997, she became the first female
inducted into Milligan’s Athletics
Hall of Fame. She was also a mem-
ber of several national councils in
athletics and exceptional children,
as well as an active member of First
Christian Church in Johnson City.

Billie Marie Northcut
October 1, 2023

Billie was a member of both
Eta and Beta Chi and transferred
to Gamma Omicron in 2012. She
was an active member serving on
numerous committees in her chap-
ter. She founded Pixieland Kin-
dergarten in the early 1960’s. She
became a teacher’s aide for Hum-
phreys County School System and
taught reading at Waverly Elemen-
tary School. She was also active in
teaching classes at her church. She
had an Education Specialist degree
and was a member of the NEA and
the Humphreys County Retired
Teachers™ Association.



