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Retreat gets “wrtually” creatlve
he first ever virtual ms e ” i

retreat was a success!
Over 50 members participated
in the Saturday morning Zoom
event comprised of six 30-
minute sessions. The
morning began with Amanda
Pugh'’s presentation on
journaling. Members shared -
stories about their journaling experiences and how much it meant to have
family member’s personal memoirs. Then, Sandra Pineault donned several
hats as she took us on a journey through the book The Woman’s Hour and
the fight for the right to vote in Tennessee. In the technology department,
Kristy Sherrod shared how to make beautiful presentations using Canva,
while Elaine Vaughan taught members how to make their own Bimojis.
Sherrie Collins’ cooking demonstration demystified the InstaPot to make
deviled eggs, pot roast, and a cheesecake, all in thirty minutes! (plus cook-
ing time) To end the morning, Kristy Sherrod hosted a virtual tea party,
providing tips for making the perfect pot of tea and preparing delicious
tea delicacies. Overall, it was a fun, creative, and relaxing way to spend a
Saturday morning.

Become a visionary by June,
one step at a time

ennessee members are well aware of the

blessing the Vision Foundation has been to
the state organization. Grants for professional
development and for implementing innovative class-
room programs have been given to dozens of
members since the creation of this foundation in 2002.

To continue its work, the Foundation depends on

the generosity of members and chapters that support
its work by becoming “Visionaries.” Many members would love to become
“Visionaries,” but are unable to give the $1000 required in a lump sum. To
solve this dilemma, Vision Foundation Board chair, Doris Ann Hendrix, has
suggested a Visionary by June “easy payment plan.” For a modest $125
per month from November until June, a member will be recognized at the
2021 state convention as a full-fledged Visionary. What a wonderful way to
celebrate TNSO’s 85th State Convention! A contribution form is available on
the TNSO website (xistate.org) so members can get started right away.

In this Issue
President’s Message

State Organization News
Chapter News
In Memoriam




The Delta Kappa Gamma Society
International promotes professional

and personal growth of women
educators and excellence in education.

2019-2021 State Officers/Related Personnel

President

Dr. Beverly Hall

Waynesboro (Middle)
First Vice-President

Dr. Elaine Vaughan

Oak Ridge (East)
Second Vice-President

Marsha Brewer

Madison (Middle)
Recording Secretary

Dr. Linda Eller

Cordova (West)
Corresponding Secretary

Ann Gann

Clinton (East)
Treasurer

Dr. Dianne Anderson

McKenzie (West)
Parliamentarian

Dr. Kathie Harned

Franklin (Middle)
Executive Secretary

Jenni Lusk

Cottontown (Middle)
Editor

Orlean Bauman

Nunnelly (Middle)
Webmaster

Sherrie Collins

Corryton (East)

Xi State News
Published four times a year in September,
November, February and April by the
Tennessee Organization of the Delta Kappa
Gamma Society International. State dues
for active members are $14.00 of which
$4.00 is a subscription to the News.

Contributors to Xi State News are asked
to send news as soon as it is available to
ensure its placement in the next issue.
Send news items for the February issue no
later than January 1, 2021, to:

Orlean Bauman

2222 Steep Hill Road
Nunnelly, TN 37137
ogbauman@gmail.com

Send address changes to:

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society
International

416 W. 12th Street

Austin, TX 78701-1817
mem@dkg.org

2 Xi State News November 2020

Experience originates
with potential

Greetings, Ladies,

My effort to ward off pre-senile
dementia found me enrolled in an
Entrepreneurship course at a local university.
One assignment required a discussion regard-
ing the merits of potential over experience.
This debate directed my thoughts to the many
opportunities available to our Tennessee members on the local, state,
and international levels. Every member has potential, but how do more
experienced members help others recognize their strong points and
encourage them to utilize their talents and potential? Do we practice
purpose 7 of our organization? To stimulate the personal and professional
growth of members and to encourage their participation in appropriate
programs of action.

Reflecting on the actions of numerous members who encouraged
me, | offer these steps in helping others discover their untapped
potential:

1- Question members about their interests and abilities.

2- Listen to their responses; help them clarify their personal vision.
3- Introduce them to other members who have similar interests.

4- Encourage them to stretch beyond the chapter or state level.

5- Provide mentorship and reassurance.

Remember - experience originates with potential.

[ wish you and your families a blessed holiday, and may you remain
happy and healthy.

Regards,
Beverly

P.S. Chapters, please invite me to visit your chapter, either in person or
virtually! Time is fleeting, and I really hope to visit all Tennessee
chapters before the end of my term.
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Plan the work; work the plan. . . then rework the plan

Monitoring and adjusting - formative
assessment - progress monitoring - RTI.

In recent decades, these terms have all been applied in
educational circles to the fundamental process whereby
we not only make a plan but periodically monitor our
progress and then make appropriate adjustments.
Whatever name we give the process, it amounts to plan-
ning our work, working our plan, measuring our prog-
ress, and then reworking our plan, all in a

continuous cycle.

The strategy works for classroom instruction,
school improvement, professional growth, and
organizational strengthening. This monitor and adjust
process applies to DKG chapters, state organizations,
and the Society as a whole and seems particularly
crucial in this pandemic-driven environment when
we can no longer assume that previous practices or
carefully constructed plans will produce anticipated
results.

The need to monitor and adjust within an
organization is the impetus behind the work of the state
Planning Committee. Before any of us had ever heard of
the Coronavirus or COVID-19, the Planning
Committee had asked chapters for a kind of health
check - a short questionnaire that focused on
potential vulnerabilities within chapters such as
membership numbers and trends as well as chapter
leadership. Membership and leadership are both
critical to chapter strength, and a decline in either,
whether gradual or abrupt, may weaken a chapter to
the point that they question their ability to
continue as a contributing component of DKG and the
educational community.

For this current biennium, the state Planning
Committee distributed a chapter planning template
(due November 1 and available at https://www.
xistate.org/strategic-plan) designed to simplify the
chapter planning process and help chapters create
workable plans of action that they can tailor to their
specific chapter situation. The template calls for
chapters to identify strengths as well as concerns and to
address concerns through baseline information, action
steps, improvement targets and timelines, key
people and resources, measures of success, and next
steps.

The state Planning Committee is now applying the
same monitor and adjust process to the Tennessee

State Organization Strategic Plan (available at https://
www.xistate.org/strategic-plan.) All state
committees, officers, and related personnel have been
asked to report by early January 2021 about their
status on the state level DKG activities for which they are
primarily responsible. They are also asked to
recommend additional objectives and activities, changes
to existing ones, or changes in assigned
responsibility. Once the state level responses are
gathered, the Planning Committee and President Hall
will update and revise the Tennessee State Organization
Strategic Plan.

Whether in the classroom or chapter, school system
or state organization, good planning is not only
crucial but continuous. It is not just a matter of planning
our work but working and then reworking our
plan. It is definitely a process.

DATES TO REMEMBER

85th Tennessee State Organization

Convention
June 3-5, 2021
University of the South
Sewanee, TN

2021 International Conferences:
Portland, Oregon - July 7-10, 2021
San Antonio, Texas - July 21-24, 2021
Tampere, Finland - July 28-31, 2021

2022 DKG International Convention

New Orleans, LA
July 12-16, 2021

Did you know that only 511 of our
2162 Tennessee members are on our
private Facebook page? Ask to join
at Delta Kappa Gamma - Xi State
(Tennessee) and stay “up” on all the
news!
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EEC spotlights
Schools for Africa

I?Q projects “
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id you know that the Schools for Africa project

became the first DKG International Project in
20107 DKG continues to support the work through the
UNICEF/U.S. fund at the international, state, and local
levels.

At the local level, lota Chapter assists several
children in the “Tree of Lives” program at the Allamano
School at Joy Children’s Village located in Kenya. The
program cares for abandoned, abused, or neglected
children. More information can be found on the TNSO
website (EEC Corner) or the DKG website (Schools for
Africa).

Remember chapters, it's never too early to

submit a program or project for the EEC Corner
Spotlight. Your chapter can earn 5 points each for the
program and project on this year’s Maycie Chapter
Excellence Award (up to 10 points total). Find the EEC
Corner form on the state website and submit to Dr.
Elaine Vaughan at mevaughan@ortn.edu by March 15,
2021.

Need a scholarship?
Apply now

he deadline to apply for a TNSO Scholarship is

February 1, 2021. Applications can be found on
the state website (xistate.org) under About Us - Scholar-
ship Recipients - TNSO Scholarship Application.

Send completed Tennessee scholarship
applications as an e-mail attachment to Dr. Susan Young
at youngs1110@aol.com.

In addition to TNSO scholarships, members
can apply for International scholarships for the 2020-
2021 academic year. International scholarships for
doctoral studies are $10,000 and $6,000 for graduate
studies. The scholarship application is available on the
international website (dkg.org) under Apply/Submit -
Applications - Scholarship Applications. The Scholarship
Application deadline is February 1, 2021.
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Laugh more; stress
less

M ost of us would agree that 2020 has been an
extremely stressful year, and the Tennessee
State Organization wants to help with that. Members
are invited to join an award-winning comedian for 90
minutes of fun during the month of November. Each
session has a limited number of attendee slots; there-
fore, this event will be offered multiple times.

Presenting these “Motivational Stress Relief for
Educators” sessions will be Brad Tassell, a professional
full-time comedian, author, speaker, and educator, Brad
Tassell has proven he is not only hilarious, but smart,
kind, useful, and the perfect performer for any group,
any place, any time. His best-selling book Don’t Feed
the Bully is read by thousands of students each year
and his comedy shows have been a favorite on Carnival
Cruise lines. He has been seen on CMT, ESPN, MTV, and
PBS.

Brad uses his Master’s degree in Behavioral
Sciences to bring solution-based interventions, award-
winning and hilarious educational keynotes on bullying
prevention to schools, educators, and workshops.

Get information on specific dates and times and
sign up on the TNSO website (xistate.org) at Resources/
Virtual Events. Get ready to laugh more and stress less!

CORRECTION

In the list of Maycie Award winners in
the September 2020 issue, Gamma Nu

was inadvertently omitted from the list of
winners.
Congratulations to Gamma Nu for earning
the Gold Award for 2020!
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Plan workshops now

he Tennessee State
Organization Bring it +o the W\DMW
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convention is only months
away, so it’s not too early to
plan a professional develop-
ment or personal enrichment workshop to share with
DKG members.

Individuals, chapters, or committees who have
ideas for the state convention should complete the
“Bring It to the Mountain” form that can be found on
the state website (xistate.org) and submit to Dr. Elaine
Vaughan at mevaughan@ortn.edu

Want more Canva?
You’re in luck!

ne of the popular sessions at this year’s virtual

Creative Arts Retreat was Kristy Sherrod’s
session on the graphic design program, Canva.
Member interest in this topic inspired Sherrod to offer
two follow-up sessions. “Beginning CanvaContent
Creation” will be offered on Saturday, November
21,2020 at 9:00 a.m. (Central). This session will be
followed by an “Advanced CanvaContent Creation”
session at 10:15 a.m.

The beginning session will introduce members
to this graphic design platform that allows users to
create social media graphics, presentations, posters,
documents and other visual content. Users can choose
from many professional designed templates, edit the
designs, and upload their own photos through a drag
and drop interface. The platform is free to use but also
offers paid subscriptions. No materials are required,
but participants can practice along with the tutorial
by having a browser open on your computer or by
downloading the Canva app to a tablet or phone.

The Advanced session will add more tips and
strategies to those learned in the Beginning session.
Find the CanvaContent Creation registration link at
https://forms.gle/wCDwkMbJ2NBuJAVP7

Get in the holiday
spirit with “Zoom
Caroling”

espite the pandemic, the

holidays are coming, and
Tennessee members are invited
to ramp up their holiday spirit by .‘.
participating in TNSO’s first
Zoom Caroling party on
December 19, 2020, at 6:30 p.m. (Central). Sponsored
by the Educational Excellence committee, the event
will feature DKG Music Representative Nancy Davis
and will even feature a virtual cookie exchange!

Chapter yearbooks
due; help is available

hapter yearsbooks are due December 1, 2020.

For chapters who are having difficulty, a
template is available on the state website which
contains updated international information. Go to
xistate.org.Resources. Chapter Forms and Reports. Feel
free to enter your chapter specific information into the
template or use whatever format pleases the chapter.

Legislative Symposium
will be virtual

An overwhelming 88.5% of respondents to

a recent survey from the TNSO Legislative
Committee indicated members would prefer a virtual
symposium this year. The event has been scheduled for
March 1-2, 2021. Details will follow in the February
issue of the Xi State News and on the state website.
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Show off your DKG
pride with new decal

llison Maynard and Kim Thurman, Special

Events Co-chairs, announce the sale of vinyl
decals. The decal will feature a rose with TN State DKG
lettering and will be sold in two sizes, perfect for your
car or to decorate your favorite water bottle, coffee mug,
laptop, or other electronic device. The design and order-
ing information will soon be posted on the state
website. Decals could be purchased as gifts for new
chapter members or favors for special events and meet-
ings. They will also be on sale at the state convention in
June.

Essay contest topic
announced

he Tennessee State Organization State Projects

Committee is charged with promoting literacy.
For thirty-six years, the committee has hosted an annual
High School Essay Contest.

The 2020 contest marked the first year middle
school-aged students were included. The 2021 Essay
Contest is again open to Tennessee middle school and
high school students, public and private, grades 6 - 12.
The 2021 topic is of particular interest to all of us as
we have been living in an increasingly virtual world.
Schools, churches, conventions, and even family
gatherings have all been moved online due to Covid 19.
The 2021 topic is:

Is internet access a necessity of modern life,
like running water or electricity, or is it a
bonus, something that is nice to have but not a
requirement?

Prizes: one set each for
Middle School & High School Contest
First Prize $250
Second Prize - $125
Third Prize - $75
Submission Deadline: February 26, 2021

The first prize winner for each level will be invited to
present their essays at the TNSO convention in June.

Find the Essay Contest Rules and Cover Sheet on the
TNSO website under “About Us. Essay Contest.”
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Get ready for San
Antonio conference

Lots of e
exciting

activities await us
as we walk along
the Riverwalk and
attend the
International
Conference of Delta
Kappa Gamma on July 21-25, 2021, at the San Antonio
Marriott River Center. Candace Martin and Debbie
LeBlanc, conference co-chairs, have many educational
and fun activities planned for us as we celebrate the
theme: DKG: Opportunities, Contributions, Impact.

A pre-conference event is being planned for
Wednesday, July 21. On July 22, there will be an evening
happy hour and social as a great way for all of us to get
reacquainted after the pandemic. On July 23, there will
be a general session and breakout sessions, an impact
luncheon, and the ever- popular marketplace. That
evening we will have special time to celebrate a night
with friends in San Antonio.

Three Tennessee members -- Dr. Beverly Hall,

Dee Dee Rives, and Kathy Smith -- are serving on the
Communications and Marketing subcommittee to make
this conference a reality.

After so many months apart, the prospect of
gathering in a beautiful location this coming summer
can keep us all going through the coming winter. Watch
for details about the conference and make your plans
now to attend!

DON’T FORGET:
Send Chapter Newsletters to your TNSO

Communications Committee Contact!
DON’T WAIT UNTIL MARCH!
Send your chapter newsletters (as

they are published) to your state
committee contact for credit toward the
Communications Award. Not sure about
your contact? Go to the TNSO website
under “Resources. Communication.
Communication Contact.”
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King offers climate
program to chapters

Dr. Rita Schaerer King
presented a program
on climate change to Beta
Epsilon chapter on October 15th
and has offered to present the
program to other interested
chapters.

King completed Al Gore’s
Virtual Climate Leadership
Training course in September. She would enjoy sharing
the global climate crisis information for other chapter
programs. If you are interested, contact her at kingrs@
bellsouth.net or at 615-848-8439. Rita is a Beta Epsilon
member in Murfreesboro.

Beta Zeta Chapter welcomed five new members on October 13, 2020.
The outdoor induction was held at Harris Park pavilion in Dunlap, TN.
Shown in photo are Cassie Pollard, Beta Zeta President, with Tammie
Akin, Alyssia Mullins, Kate Sanders, Kim McGlothin, Stephanie Smith,
and TNSO President Dr. Beverly Hall.

Adobe Spark training
available

eather Dunn, Arkansas State Organization

Technology Chair, invites Tennessee members
to participate in a virtual training in the popular
program Adobe Spark. The session will take place on
December 10, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. (Central). Participants
will learn to create ads, flyers, invitations, holiday cards,
and more using thousands of free photos and themes
with Adobe Spark. Sign up at: https://forms.gle/
Uv2cxEdN4u8PNKux7

Zeta learns about
Random Acts of Flowers

According to founder Larsen Jay, Random Acts
of Flowers “improves the emotional health
and well-being of individuals in health care facilities by
delivering recycled flowers, encouragement, and
personal moments of kindness.” While he was
hospitalized following an accident, Jay noticed that
other patients did not have flowers in their rooms. He
started delivering his flowers to other patients. In 2008
he formed the Random Acts of Flowers.

Flowers are donated from florists, grocery stores,
churches, events at UT, weddings, memorial services,
and other events. Volunteers share their time and talent
by cleaning vases, preparing flowers, repurposing
donated flowers, etc. Students can receive community
service credit.

Re-purposed flower arrangements are delivered
to hospital and senior care facilities. At this time the
arrangements are delivered to the front door of the
facilities, and the staff takes them to individual rooms.

Nancy Irwin, Zeta member and Knox County
retired art teacher, is a volunteer at Random Acts of
Flowers. She shared information about the Random Acts
program with Zeta chapter in September.
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Betty Thomason

(2 August 2020)
Betty Thomason was inducted
into Alpha Xi in 2009. There she
served as 2nd Vice President and
on multiple committees. Thomason
taught elementary school in
Birmingham, Chattanooga and Fort
Lauderdale.

Marion Casady

(20 August 2020)
Marion Casady became a member of
Alpha Gamma in 1967. She served as
president of her chapter in 1984 and
again in 1995. She held many offices
and served on multiple committees.
In 1985, Marion received the DKG
Certificate of Achievement Award,
followed by the DKG Oustanding
Service Award in 1987. She never
missed a chapter meeting and
attended many conventions at the
state, regional, and international
levels. She was always a top seller
for Alpha Gamma'’s annual pecan
sale. Casady taught English at
Macon County High School and
spent several years as an 8th grade
English teacher. Very active in her
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community, she served on various
boards and committees including
The Foster Care Review Board.
Macon County honored her with
the Will Hall Sullivan Community
Service Award.

Betty Lou Cobb

(21 August 2020)
Betty Lou Cobb was inducted into
Alpha Chi Chapter in November
of 1973 before it merged with Eta
Chapter where she remained a
reserve member. Cobb was one
of the earliest female elementary
school principals in the Clarksville-

Montgomery County School System,

serving as Principal of Montgomery
Central Elementary School for 14
years. She became a state evaluator

for the Career Ladder Program before

returning to Montgomery County to
serve as an Elementary Supervisor

and later Director of Curriculum and

Instruction. She retired in 2001. In

her honor, the library at Montgomery

Central Elementary School was
named the Betty M. Cobb library.

Inez Sandusky

(31 August 2020)
Inez became a member of Phi
Chapter in April of 1966. There she
served on multiple committees.
Inez spent her career teaching at
McCann Elementary, Neeley’s Bend
Elementary, Dupont Elementary,
John Overton High School. and New
Prospect Elementary.




