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Dr. Dianne Anderson is Achievement 
Award Recipient
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At the TNSO state convention this past June, 
Dr. Dianne Anderson received the TNSO 

Achievement Award.  From the time Dianne 
joined Gamma Alpha chapter, she has used her 
professional expertise to serve her chapter, the 
state, and international. Since becoming a mem-
ber in 1982, Dianne has served her chapter as  
membership chair, recording secretary, web-
master, and as chapter president several times.  
She attended both the Beginning and Advanced 
State Leadership Management Seminars, and it 
was at one of those that she was encouraged to 
apply for the postition of state webmaster.  
After her selection as webmaster, she served 
in that capacity for eight years.  She constructed and maintained a very 
user-friendly state website and helped chapters create and develop their 
own websites. 
	 When her tenure as webmaster ended, she took on the task of state 
treasurer. Professionally, Dianne has taught accounting for 8 years, as well 
as being a library media specialist for 22 years and the technology director 
for 15 years for the McKenzie Special Schools District.  Her love of teach-
ing accounting led her to apply for the job of treasurer.  As treasurer she 
enjoys working with the finance committee and keeping all of the different 
accounts in good working order.
	 Over the years, she has attended many international conventions 
and conferences, the first one being New York in 2012.  She also served on 
the International Communications and Marketing Committee.  
	 On a more personal side, anyone who knows Dianne knows how 
important her family is to her.  She is a dedicated mother and grandmother 
to her sons and granddaughters.  With DKG as an extension of her family, 
she reflected recently,  “When my husband died quite suddenly, my DKG 
sisters were there for me.  Many attended the funeral and visititation but if 
they could not, I received flowers, and cards from so many of those DKG 
friends.  It was amazing.”   
	 Dianne represents our organization well. Her dedication to Delta 
Kappa Gamma - whether it’s chapter, state, or international - is evident at 
every level of her involvement.  

Dr. Dianne Anderson, 2023 TNSO 
Achievement Award recipient
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The Delta Kappa Gamma Society  
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Send address changes to:
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society  
International
12710 Research Blvd. 
STE 230
Austin, TX 78759
mem@dkg.org

DKG In 
Harmony……..

Greetings Key Women Educators,
	 I am so incredibly honored to be serving as your Tennessee 
State Organization President for the 2023-2025 biennium. I am grateful 
for your confidence in me and for your support. Our state organiza-
tion members have such a variety of talents and abilities, and it will be 
wonderful to see everyone joining together In Harmony this biennium 
to strengthen DKG and to grow as Leading Women Educators Impacting 
Education Worldwide.
	 My first state level leadership role was serving as the Music Rep-
resentative and directing the convention chorus. The sound of our mem-
bers’ voices joining together in harmony is always a joy. From Donna 
Camper’s high soprano to Barbara Hinson’s mellow alto and all timbres 
in between, I am always amazed at the lovely blend of voices and the 
beautiful music that is performed with very little practice time! Music 
may not be everyone’s thing, but you all have a “voice” in this organiza-
tion, and your own unique gifts and talents to contribute.
	 The first three focus areas of our Tennessee State Organization’s 
Strategic Plan are: Membership, Leadership Development, and Society 
Impact on Education. My hope is that we will address these focus areas 
at the chapter and state level In Harmony with creativity and diligence as 
we
strive to:
1.	 Recruit and retain members.
2.	 Provide opportunities for members to grow in leadership skills and 

encourage them to accept leadership roles. 
3.	 Support our active teachers – especially our early career educators - 

and inform our members of legislation which impacts education.
	 I would like to challenge you to complete a team-building activ-
ity at one of your chapter meetings. I would like for you to use the word 
“Harmony” and create an acrostic with words that could help your chap-
ter work on the focus areas of Membership, Leadership, and Impacting
Education. For example, H could stand for help, honor, health, or heart. 
Try to come up with at least 3 words per letter. If you complete this 
activity, send me your results and I will post some of them in future 
Leadership Links or on the website.
	 We are fortunate to have so many strong members and leaders in 
our Tennessee State Organization. I am grateful for every one of you and 
thankful for your many contributions to DKG. Thank you for giving me 
the opportunity to serve as your president as we work together…

In Harmony,

Marsha Brewer
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 Tennessee State Organization News
TNSO 2023-2025 
Committee Planning 
	 The TNSO Leadership Conference for Com-
mittee Planning will convene September 15-16, 2023, 
at Goodpasture Christian School, 619 W. Due West 
Avenue, Madison, TN 37115.  The TNSO Officers, 
Area Directors, and Committee Chairs will participate 
in Google Drive training on Friday, September 15, at 
7:00 p.m. with registration opening at 6:30 p.m. All 
leaders and committee members will participate in 
committee planning for the biennium on Saturday, 
September 16, at 9:00 a.m. with registration beginning 
at 8:30 a.m.  
	 It’s not too late to register. There are still vacan-
cies on some committees, and we’d love to have you 
pick a committee and join us for training. Contact 
Marsha Brewer at gnash81@comcast.net to volunteer 
to serve on a state committee.  
	 Some people are hesitant to volunteer because 
they think the time commitment is too great.  Being 
on a state committee is manageable and will introduce 
members to others across the state.  Members often 
learn more about the organization and the oppor-
tunities it affords members by getting outside of the 
chapter.  Please consider signing up today even if you 
cannot attend training.  

EEC Iris Awards
	 The 2021-2023 Educational Excellence Com-
mittee presented the first EEC Iris Awards for Best 
Chapter Program and Best Chapter Project at the 2023 
TNSO Convention. Fourteen chapters submitted ap-
plications.
	 The award for Best Chapter Program went to 
Gamma Eta Chapter for their Christmas Around the 
World program. Gamma Eta President Lynda Walters
wrote, “Gamma Eta sponsored a program through a 
DKG Educational Foundation Project grant to allow 
students at each elementary and middle school in Mc-
Nairy County a chance to research other countries and 
cultures or represent their heritage and show the differ-
ences and similarities between the countries. This also 
gave our English Learner families and others a chance 
to showcase the countries of origin. The students 
researched the culture and then specifically how they 
celebrate Christmas. They did artwork, cooking, deco-
rating, costumes, and display boards from a variety of 
countries. Each school received funds for food items, 
books, costumes, and decorations for their countries to 
set up a Christmas Around the World event November 
– December 2022. Parents and community members
were then invited to come and experience the cultures.”
	 Alpha Gamma Chapter was the recipient of the 
Iris Award for Best Chapter Project for their annual 
Daddy Daughter Dance. In summary of this project, 
Andrea Flynn wrote, “ Alpha Gamma’s Daddy Daugh-
ter Dance is an annual event that allows girls and their 
fathers, uncles, grandfathers, or other special male role 
models to spend quality time together. Young ladies 
also learn expectations of how to be treated with re-
spect and honor when they start dating later on in life.
This allows a bonding opportunity that not only  
strengthens their relationship, but also in turn helps
others in the community. Alpha Gamma uses the 
profits from the Daddy Daughter Dance to help them 
fund scholarships for women going into the education 
field. The chapter also uses the funds to provide mon-
etary support for the community such as donating to 
the Backpack Program, New Teacher Reception, and 
Project Graduation. Impact of the Program/Project The 
Daddy Daughter Dance impacts our chapter by facili-
tating sisterhood and teamwork. It also provides funds 
needed for the chapter to contribute to projects that 
support our members and community.”

EEC Award winning “Best Chapter Program” Christmas Around 
the World from Gamma Eta 

EEC Award winning “Best 
Chapter Project” Daddy 

Daughter Dance from Alpha 
Gamma

photos by Tonya Kirby Photography
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Convention Budget and Expenses

	 How did you find out about Delta Kappa Gamma? Many ladies remember the first time they heard about 
a wonderful organization that promoted professional and personal growth of women educators and excellence 
in education and the excitement they experienced when realizing that they were the type of member that DKG 
needed. The invitation to join was even more meaningful. Members also realize that the connections and rela-
tionships formed between our members is the glue that holds our organization together.
	 Several years ago, the Tennessee State Organization discovered that there were several “Ghost Chapters” 
which did not have meeting dates or did not invite the state president or area director to visit. Eventually, most 
of these chapters dissolved. Recently a Connection Survey and Award was developed to help identify struggling 
chapters as well as provide an area director and state president with a chapter’s meeting dates and the area of fo-
cus for the chapter. (The area directors for 2023-2025 as well as the area realignment may be found on the TNSO 
website under About Us/Tennessee Chapters and Presidents.) The Connection Survey is due September
30. The chapter will receive a Connection Award and Maycie points for completing the Google form. The chapter 
president or designee may find this form on the home page of the TNSO website (www.tndkg.org) and the state 
president’s Leadership Links.
	 The results from the Connection Survey from the last two years indicated that a majority of chapters are 
concerned about membership and how to retain members or how to attract dropped members. TNSO created 
a “Reinstatement Project” to help review all dropped members from the chapter and send a letter encouraging 
dropped members to consider reinstatement. For dropped members who have died, Form 18A will be completed 
instead of a Form 6, which is for current members who pass away. Please contact Elaine Vaughan (mevaughan@
ortn.edu) for more information. Several chapters have completed the “Reinstatement Project” and are experienc-
ing positive results. As we are “Moving Forward Ever,” let’s consider the possibilities of how our organization may 
connect and establish those relationships that the membership desires.

Chapter Strengthening

2023 Budget vs. Actual Convention Account

Expenses Budgeted amount Actual amount spent Difference Notes

Planning Meeting $1,100.00 $1,029.08 $70.92

Office Supplies $500.00 $453.64 $46.36

Favors $6,000.00 $5,063.83 $936.17 Still have some to sell

Music $400.00 $131.38 $268.62

Flowers $500.00 $500.00 $0.00

Officer Meal $900.00 $705.48 $194.52

Program $3,000.00 $2,987.45 $12.55

Meals for Convention Steering $150.00 $150.00 (in the overall bill)

Sewanee $48,200.00 $48,109.75 $90.25

Guests' Expenses $1,000.00 $32.95 $967.05

Bus Expenses $750.00 $750.00 Have not received bill

Decorations for Banquets $750.00 $719.50 $30.50

Musicians $300.00 $300.00 $0.00

Banking Fee $40.00 $33.00 $7.00

Refunds $600.00 $511.00 $89.00

Steering Committee Expenses $1,000.00 $150.00 $850.00

Total $65,190.00 $60,727.06 $4,462.94

Income $60,000.00 $60,827.46 $827.46 more than expected
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Tennessee State Organization News

	 In June, 200 DKG members experienced the 
magic of being back at Sewanee for the 87th TNSO 
State Convention.  Forty-three chapters were repre-
sented at convention with 26 first timers in attendance.  
Forty chapters were recognized with the Maycie Award 
of Excellence (27 gold, 6 silver, 4 bronze, and 3 Honor-
able Mention). TNSO recognized 1 Rosebud, 13 Order 
of the Rose, 2 Tennessee State Scholarships, 1 Inter-
national Scholarship, and 8 Vision Foundation Grant 
recipients. Ten chapters received the Legislative Award, 
33 merited the Communications Award (23 Highest, 
3 Honors, 7 Honorable mention), and 12 earned the 
Marketing Award (2 Highest and 10 Honorable men-
tion) with 36 members completing the Member Edu-
cation Video Modules.
	 Also acknowledged at the Convention: the Vi-
sion Foundation saluted one new visionary, two new 
platinum visionaries, and one new diamond visionary  
for 2023, and the State Projects Committee celebrated 
4 high school, 4 middle school, and 6 elementary 
school essay winners. 
	 Additionally, the Special Events committee an-
nounced at the Birthday Brunch that they collected a 
total of $4,811- with $4,008 from the Silent Auction, an 
additional $200 in donations, $477 from the sale of iris 
notepads, and $110 from the sale of iris decals.  Gam-
ma Iota won the Apple Award for the chapter with the 
highest contribution.  Their donation of items raised 
$702 at the Silent Auction.
	 The Convention Steering Committee celebrates 
the member contributions all these numbers represent. 
The next convention will be hosted at Sewanee from 
May 30-June 1, 2024.  

Membership Musings
	 Have you thought about starting a calling list 
for former members? Pick a month and have active 
members reach out and call previous members just to 
check on them. Phone calls are great ways to recon-
nect. During your chat explain how easy reinstatement 
is and ask them to consider it. You never know who 
will say, “Yes, I can come back now.” She could become 
a valuable member again. Reach out and start fresh.
	 Need more suggestions or ideas like this one?  
Look for the new Membership Musings tab under 
Resources on tndkg.org  Here you will find a link to 
membership opportunities and discounts, the Mem-
bership Moment Booklet, and links to the interna-
tional websiite with ideas for increasing and retaining 
membership.  

State Convention a Success

Convention Steering Committee hard at work with TNSO 
Treasurer, Dr. Dianne Anderson

DATES TO REMEMBER
September 15: DKG International Speakers 

Fund application deadline

September 15: DKG Arts and Humanities 
Gallery submission deadline

September 15-16: TNSO Leadership Conference 
for Committee Training

Goodpasture Christian School, Madison, TN

September 30 - Chapter Connection Survey 
Due 

October 1: DKG Bulletin: submission deadline

November 1: DKG Cornetet Professional 
Development Award Application deadline

December 15: Chapter Yearbook due to Orlean 
Bauman

December 15:  DKG Bulletin: Collegial 
Exchange submission deadline

December 15: DKG Ignite (LMS) 
application deadline

May 30-June 1, 2024: TNSO State Convention
Sewanee, TN 
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Former TNSO Member 
Honored in Texas
	 The Texas State Organization annually recog-
nizes one or more individuals with the Golden Rose 
Award, one of the highest honors given at their state 
convention. One of this year’s honorees was Tennessee’s 
own Vickie Allen, a member of Nu chapter from 2004 
to 2013. While a member of Nu chapter, Vickie served 
as the chapter secretary, chaired the scrapbook com-
mittee, and served on the TN state Arts Committee. 
Most notably, she worked with TNSO President Nancy 
Davis to plan the state’s first Creative Arts Retreat in 
2008.
	 Vickie and her husband moved to Texas in 
2013 to be near her three children and their fami-
lies, including seven grandchildren. Her dedication 
to DKG continues in her new state. She has served in 
many capacities, such as serving on the state member-
ship committee and the state headquarters committee. 
Hoping to establish a new chapter in the Frisco area, 
Vickie contacted neighbors, visited schools, and invited 
ladies to her home for informational meetings.  Her 
efforts paid off when Nu Delta chapter was chartered 
in 2016. Needless to say, Vickie is a leader in that new 
chapter. In addition to the state honor, Vickie has been 
recognized with her chapter’s achievement award and a 
Coordinating Council Leadership Award.
	 Vickie regularly attends DKG International 
conferences and conventions and always delights in 
seeing members from Tennessee. Those of us who 
know her are very proud, but not surprised, that Vickie 
has excelled as a member in Texas and are thrilled that 
she was honored with such a prestigious award.

Vickie Allen pictured with Dee Dee Rives at the 
Texas State Creative Arts Retreat 

Convention Photos
Left: Past International Presidents 
Becky Sadowski and Dr. Jensi Souders 
present the Founders Day Program at 
the Birthday Brunch

Below: Marsha Brewer presents a quilt 
to Dr. Elaine Vaughan.

Below: Society Rep, 
Nita Scott with 2021-
2023 TNSO officers and 
related personnel 

TNSO Achievement Award Winners

Sherrie Collins with Kacey 
Whited, first time attendee 
and winner of the free conven-
tion registration next year. 

2021-2023  
Officers hard 
at work dur-
ing the Sec-
ond  General 
Session

Regina 
Henry, Rose-
bud Award 
recipient for 
2023

		    The “Corpse 
                                  Flower” 
                                  blooming in 
                                  the Sewanee
                                  greenhouse
                                  during con-
                                  vention.  
                                 This rare 
flower only blooms for two or 
three days every few years

Visiting with So-
ciety Representa-
tive Nita Scott in 
the receiving line 
after the First 
General Session



 Chapter News

				            Beta Omega pre-
				            sented scholar-
				            ships at the April 
				            meeting to two UT 
				            Martin students
				            who are studying 
				            to become teachers.  
Scholarship recipients are Allie Baker of Martin and 
Erin Mallory of Dresden.  Pictured with the scholar-
ship winners are Marion Pitts, treasurer; Mary Ellen 
Stooksberry, president; and Jenna Wright, scholarship 
chair.

Members of Beta Zeta
traveled to Nashville to
tour the State Capitol, 
Tennessee State Mus-
eum, and Ellington 
Agricultural Center. 
Mrs. Laura Travis, 
wife of Representative 
Ron Travis, provided the tour and showed just one of 
the possible tours students at Tennessee schools could 
attend. Mrs. Travis spoke about other ways in which 
teachers who cannot travel to Nashville for a tour 
can access Nashville via zoom and curriculum boxes. 
While at the State Capitol members were able to have a 
meet and greet with Governor Bill Lee along with Rep-
resentative Ron Travis, Secretary of State Tre Harvey, 
and Senator Todd Gardenhire. 

Phi met on 
April 15 in 
Lawrence-
burg to in-
duct five new
members: 
Jennifer 
Hawkins, Dr. Sarah Locke Eskew, Amanda Brown, 
Robyn Olson, and Dr. Courtney Shannon Woods.

			   Maria Stinett is the recipient of 
			   a mini grant for new teachers
			   from Alpha Phi. She is the
			   teacher of a multi-handicap 
			   class. She plans to use the grant
			   for more training.

Inducted as new mem-
bers into Zeta chapter at 
the April 24th meeting 
were Laura Williams, a 
fifth grade math teacher 
from Farragut Interme-
diate;  Jennifer Long, an
English Learners/Multi-
lingual Learners teacher 
from Oak Ridge High School; and Katie Powers, a Spe-
cial Education English teacher at Bearden Middle 
School. Induction was held at West Hills Baptist 
Church in Knoxville.  

The February meeting of the Alpha Xi chapter fea-
tured an incredible program headed by local retired 
teacher, Mrs. Link Sparks. The meeting featured 
“Valentine for Veterans,” a program in which Sparks 
and her students send hand-made valentines to the 
Alvin C. York Veterans Hospital in Murfreesboro, 
the Eastgate Veterans Center, the National Medal of 
Honor Museum, Soddy Daisy Nursing Home, Red-
Bank Nursing Home, SDHS faculty veterans, and all 
JROTC instructors in Hamilton County. In addition, 
they make individual valentines for over 200 veterans 
whose names and addresses have been given to Mrs.
Sparks over the years: grandpas, uncles, aunts, cous-
ins, and friends from WWII, the Korean War, the 
Vietnam Conflict, and conflicts in the
Middle East.

			      Alpha Epsilon’s Grant in Aid 	
			      scholarship recipient for 2023-	
			      2024 is Katelynn Jackson. 
			      Katelynn will be a junior at the
			      University of Tennessee ma-
			      joring in Early Childhood 
			      Education. She is also a gradu-
ate of Oak Ridge High School. 

Want your chapter news in the DKG Tennessee 
News? Send a brief article, along with a high quality 
photo to mnsteeneditor@gmail.com.  Your chapter 
earns points on the Macie Award for chapter excel-

lence and you share ideas with other chapters! 
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International News

	 Immediate Past Inter-
national President, Becky 
Sadowski, was presented the  
International Achievement 
Award by Dr. Debbie Leblanc
at the international conferen-
ce in Phoenix this past July.  
	 Becky had a wonder-
ful career in education begin-
ning as an elementary teacher for the gifted in the 
Memphis City Schools and ending as the Educational 
Consultant for Shelby County Schools. In between, she 
taught first and third grade students, became a lead 
teacher, and then became the Special Education Super-
visor for the Memphis City Schools.
	 Eighteen years later, she moved to Lambuth 
University where she was head of the School of Educa-
tion and Instructor in Education. Next, Becky became 
the Special Education Specialist and then the Educa-
tional Consultant for the Shelby County Schools. She 
kept her ties with Lambuth University as an online 
instructor in education until she retired in 2010.
	 Becky is quick to acknowledge the influence 
Delta Kappa Gamma has had on her both profession-
ally and personally. She became a member in 1990 and 
has been active at all levels of the organization. She 
served as Alpha Lambda Chapter President and Xi 
State President. She attended Golden Gift Leadership 
Management Seminar in 1999 and has been busy at the 
International level since. She has served on the Inter-
national Executive Board and the Leadership Develop-
ment Committee; she has also served as Membership 
Committee Chair, Southeast Regional Director, In-
ternational Second Vice President, International First 
Vice President, and International President.
	 Becky has been married to her college sweet-
heart, Bob, for 52 years. They have two grown children 
and enjoy spending as much time as possible with their 
four granddaughters. She is active in her church as 
well as in her community, serving on the University of 
Memphis Lambuth Campus Alumni Board.  

Becky Sadowski receives 
International Achievement 
Award
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Tennessee members together for “Tennessee Night” in Phoenix, AZ.
Janice Stooks-
berry, Dr. Bev-
erly Hall, Carol 
Belles, Marsha 
Brewer, and Dr. 
Elaine Vaughan 
enjoy the confer-
ence in Phoenix 
in July. 

Members 
enjoying the 
dinner and 
dancing Sat-
urday night in 
Phoenix at the 
Interantional 
Conference.  

Hoop dancers en-
tertaining members 
at the President’s 
dinner on Saturday 
night in Phoenix 
as part of the Gila 
River cultural cel-
ebration. 

TNSO at the State Organization Leadership Training in Irving, TX 
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In Memoriam
Reba Faye Bellar

July 12, 2023

Reba was inducted on December 
11, 2012, as an honorary member 
of Alpha Gamma because of her 
work with the Lafayette Methodist 
Church Learning Steps preschool 
program. She was the director of 
the program for over 30 years. Chil-
dren who attended the preschool 
program were more than ready for 
kindergarten. The kindergarten 
teachers in the county could im-
mediately recognize the children 
who had attended her program, 
and she took great pride in teaching 
the students at Learning Steps. She 
was President of the Garden Club, 
chairman of both Macon Helps 
and Friends of Winding Stairs, a 
board member of Senior Citizens, 
and a member of the Lafayette 
City Council. In addition she was a 
member of the Beta Sigma Phi so-
rority. She loved gardening, hosting 
parties, water color painting, and 
traveling. 

Pauline Laguizzi Brown
May 31,2023

A Charter member of Beta Eta 
Chapter, she was inducted into the 
Society on April 1, 1971, as a men-
tor and supporter of members and 
fellow teachers. Pauline received 
her BA from Rhodes College, 
Memphis, TN; a Masters degree 
from the University of Mississippi; 
taught 43 years in the Memphis 
City School System, the Jackson 
City School System, and the Uni-
versity School of Jackson.  She was 
considered a leader at her schools 
and a positive influence on begin-
ning teachers.

Dr. Ann Hackett Suddeath
May 28, 2023

Inducted in 1979 to Alpha Chi, 
Ann was a very active member 
participating in many chapter ac-
tivities until she suffered a stroke 
in 1994. She remained as active 
as possible and sold pecans to 
raise funds for her chapter, even 
with her health complications. 
She taught third grade at Byrns 
Darden Elementary for 22 years. 
She was a member of a number of 
educational organizations and was 
recognized as an excellent teacher. 
Even after her decline in health, 
she continued to volunteer at 
Byrns Darden for many years.  

Dr. Susan H. King
October 27, 2022

Susan was inducted into Lambda 
in 2002 but transferred to Rho in 
2012. She was an enthusiastic edu-
cator and chapter member from 
the time of her transfer until her 
untimely death. Susan touched the 
lives of so many people, especially 
former students, from generation 
to generation. Their parents would 
fight to get their children into her 
classes. She was passionate about 
her profession and had a long ca-
reer as a dedicated educator. As a 
member of the Tennessee Educa-
tion Association, she was also a 
strong advocate for teachers and 
their rights.

Dr. Mary Ollie Andrews
April 24,2023

Mary was inducted in 1979 into 
Alpha Theta. She became a 
Charter Member of Beta Phi in 
1982 and was Chapter Treasurer 
from 1982-2008.  She received 
the Order of the Rose in 2006, 
was a regular attendee of Xi 
State (TNSO) Convention, and 
attended several DKG Interna-
tional Conventions. Mary was a 
dedicated and inspiring teacher 
of elementary students for 47 
years in Campbell County. She 
was known to have touched 
many lives and have a genuine 
concern for her students; she 
was able to recognize them and 
call them by name.  She was 
known to have taught several 
generations of the same family.  
Mary also loved to travel and 
recount tales of her experiences 
logging hours flying trainer jets 
in the early 1960s.  She was a 
member of Fincastle Methodist 
Church where she was involved 
with the youth group and 
several committees.  In a 1950 
autobiography for a class at Ten-
nessee Wesleyan, Mary wrote, 
“Children are the greatest gift of 
God, therefore teaching children 
will be my greatest concern in 
my future work.”  


