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Collins nominated  for President to 
lead in the next biennium
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The Nominations committee is pleased
 to recommend the following members

as officers for the 2025-2027 biennium.  
	 Sherrie Collins, nominee for 
President, is a member of Beta Pi chapter
where she currently serves as the exec-
utive secretary. She has served as Pres-
ident, First Vice President, Recording 
Secretary, and Corresponding Secre-
tary as well as serving on the Member-
ship, Program, Communications, and 
Literacy committees.
	 On the state organization level, 
Collins has served as First Vice President, Recording Secretary, and Cor-
responding Secretary as well as chair of the High School Essay, Profes-
sional Affairs, and Educational Excellence committees. In addition, she 
has served on the Personal Growth and Steering committees and as Area 
II director. Collins currently serves as TNSO Webmaster and serves in an 
ex oficio position on the Communications committee.
	 On the international level, Collins served on the Membership 
Committee from 2014-16. She is a graduate of the 2018 International 
Leadership Management Seminar in Austin.
	 Collins is a member of the Tennessee Association of School Librar-
ians and the International Society for Technology in Education. She has a 
Bachelor of Science in English Education, a Master of Science in Curricu-
lum and Instruction, and has an Endorsement in School Media Specialist. 
She has taught in Union County for 33 years and has served as the media 
specialist for Union County High School for the last 12 years.
	 Collins stated that “As President, I would encourage our members 
to embrace inclusiveness, seek innovation in accomplishing our Society’s 
purposes, and develop as stronger leaders. I want to empower all our 
members to make a difference in education.” She says, “As we celebrate 
our traditions and the foundation of our Society, we will also look to the 
future: involving younger members in leadership roles, reaching out to 
student teachers, and supporting early career educators.”

Sherrie Collins, nominee for President of 
TNSO for the 2025-2027 biennium
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The Delta Kappa Gamma Society  
International promotes professional 

and personal growth of women  
educators and excellence in 

education.
2023-2025 State Officers/Related Personnel

President
	 Marsha Brewer
	 Madison (Middle)

First Vice-President
	 Chasity Ragsdale
	 Bon Aqua (Middle)
Second Vice-President

	 Terry Sharp
	 Knoxville (East)

Recording Secretary
	 Regina Henry
	 Old Hickory (Middle)

Corresponding Secretary
	 Belinda Juergens

	 Murfreesboro (Middle)
Treasurer

	 Dr. Dianne Anderson
	 McKenzie (West)

Parliamentarian
	 Dr. Kathie Harned
	 Franklin (Middle)

Executive Secretary
	 Jenni Lusk
	 Cottontown (Middle)

Editor
	 Michelle Steen
	 Jackson (West)

Webmaster
	 Sherrie Collins
	 Corryton (East)

DKG Tennessee News
Published four times a year in September, 
November, February, and April by the  
Tennessee Organization of the Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society International. State dues for 
active members are $14.00 of which $4.00 is 
a subscription to the News.
Contributors to DKG Tennessee News are 
asked to send news as soon as it is available 
to ensure its placement in the next issue. 
Send news items for the April issue no later 
than March 1, 2025.

	
Michelle Steen
50 Ashberry Lane
Humboldt, TN 38343
mnsteeneditor@gmail.com

Send address changes to:
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society  
International
12710 Research Blvd. 
STE 230
Austin, TX 78759
mem@dkg.org

DKG In 
Harmony……..

Greetings, DKG Sisters!

“To us pioneers have given;
We return their gifts to Heaven;
Work for others is the leaven
That inspires our band!”…………Annie Webb Blanton and Cora M. Martin

How can we honor the Founders of our Society and provide a return on their
investment? What can inspire us to continue the mission and purposes of our
organization – evolving and growing to meet the diverse needs of educators 
and education in 2025 and beyond?
In researching some New Year’s quotes, I came across these words from Joanne
Raptis, a New York clinical psychologist:
“Be like a tree. Stay grounded. Connect with your roots. Turn over a new 
leaf. Bend before you break. Enjoy your natural beauty. Keep growing.”
In reading this quote, I was struck by the realization that these thoughts could
serve as a fitting analogy for DKG.
“Be like a tree” – DKG is a living organism, standing strong, branching out, 
and benefiting many.
“Stay grounded” – Throughout the decades, there will be changes. The shape 
of the organization may be altered due to circumstances and conditions, but 
DKG will stand firmly by the mission and purposes for which it was founded.
“Connect with your roots” – We must continue to honor and esteem the 
twelve courageous “pioneers” who recognized a need to support women educa-
tors and founded our society. Educating our members through Founders’ Day 
programs and other means keeps us reminded of our roots.
“Turn over a new leaf ” – Welcome new ideas for chapter programs and proj-
ects. Encourage members to contribute by taking advantage of their unique 
gifts and talents. Explore more virtual opportunities for meetings and pro-
grams.
“Bend before you break” – There will always be challenges to overcome. 
Prioritize your strengths and focus on chapter successes. Gather member input 
as well as state organization help regarding suggestions for greater member 
engagement and leadership opportunities.
“Enjoy your natural beauty” – Celebrate your chapter’s accomplishments, 
service, and “genuine spiritual fellowship.”  Let your light shine!
“Keep growing” – Growth is not only about numbers, although we do want to
share the benefits of DKG with as many key women educators as possible.
Growth also involves strengthening the bond that we enjoy as members, creat-
ing diverse opportunities for support and service, marketing our society, and 
working toward a vision of 2nd Century DKG & Beyond.

In Harmony,
Marsha Brewer
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 Tennessee State Organization News

First Vice President: Michelle Steen 
	 Steen is currently serving as 
Co-President of Theta Chapter and has 
served in the past as President, First 
Vice President, Second Vice President, 
Recording  Secretary, and Correspond-
ing Secretary as well as serving on the 
Finance and Music Committees. She has served as 
chair of the Nominations Committee.
	 On the state organization level, Steen has 
served as Second Vice President, Recording Secretary, 
and Corresponding Secretary. She has served on the
Leadership Development Committee, Ad Hoc Com-
mittee for the NY Reception for International Presi-
dent, Area IX Director, and as chair of the Convention 
Steering Committee. Steen is a graduate of the TNSO 
Beginning and Advanced as well as the International 
Leadership Management seminars. She is currently 
serving as TNSO Editor.
	 Steen has a BA in English, MA in Education, 
and Plus 30 hours in Graduate Spanish. She teaches 
Spanish at South Side High School and serves as De-
partment Chair. Steen is a member of the Tennessee 
Foreign Language Teachers Association; the Jackson 
Area-Wide Soccer Board, serving as Secretary/Treasur-
er and Referee Administrator and Assignor; Girl Scouts 
of America, Troop 40105; Boy Scouts of America, Pack 
102; and has served on the Board of Directors of the 
Tennessee Justice Center.
	 Steen says, “I want to have a voice in moving 
this organization forward because it means so much to 
me both personally and professionally.”

Second Vice President: Misste Phillippi
	 Phillippi is a member of 
Gamma Mu chapter. She is current-
ly serving as the chapter’s First Vice
President. She has served on the 
Communications Committee and 
currently serves as Chair. She has
published the Gamma Mu news-
letters since becoming a member. 
She also currently serves as the chair for the chapter’s
Project/Programs Committee. She attended the Officer 
Training in 2024 and presented a workshop at TNSO 
Convention.

DATES TO REMEMBER
February 25, 2025 - TNSO Legislative 

Symposium, Nashville, TN 

March 15, 2024 - Deadline for Achievement 
Award, Order of the Rose, and Rosebud  

Nominations           

April 1, 2025 - Deadline for Maycie Award 
for Chapter Excellence and Iris Award 

May 29-31, 2025 - TNSO State Convention, 
Sewanee, TN

Nominations (con’t) 	 Phillippi has her BA in Interdisciplinary Stud-
ies and teaches 6th grade math in Johnson County. She 
has served as Co-President of the Sunflower Festival 
Planning Committee, as Children’s Church Director 
for The Rock Fellowship Church, as Cheer Commis-
sioner for Johnson County Youth Football and Cheer 
League and is currently the League President.
	 Phillippi states: “I am excited for the opportu-
nity to work with the Steering Committee to make the 
TNSO conventions amazing.”

The Personnel Committee is accepting ap-
plications for State Webmaster and State 
Editor. If you are interested in applying, 

the form is on the TNSO website under the 
Officers and Related Personnel Forms tab.  
Please contact Personnel Committee chair, 

Janice Stooksberry (janice.stooksberry@
waynetn.net), for more information or if 

you have any questions.  

 QR Code for 
TNSO Convention 
Registration with a 
link to pay online.   
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Tennessee State Organization Convention Registration 
May 29-31, 2025 -----------The University of the South  ---------Sewanee, TN

ONLINE REGISTRATION IS RECOMMENDED at www.TNDKG.org. If mailing, send 1 form per person. VENMO accepted at Dianne-Anderson.

Last Name First Name Please Mark All That Apply
Address 2024-2025 Inductee

City Zip First Time Attendee - TNSO Convention

Phone # Email 2024-2026 Chapter President

Chapter Area  Past TNSO President

TNSO Achievement Award Winner

Registration - Required by all attendees.
50 Year (+) Member (Year Initiated)

Registration fee (non-refundable):
Price  Total Amount Serve as a page

 By May 1* $90.00) ($ -  )                  Serve as table hostess (meal tkt required)

 After May 1* $124.00) ($ -  )                  Sing in Convention Chorus (meal tkt required)

 TOTAL REGISTRATION FEE  Professional Development Certificate

Lodging: 
Dorm Sleeping Rooms Dorm Preferences & Special Needs

Thursday Night, May 29 Price  Total Amount 

Dorms assigned on first-come, first-serve basis. Specify preferences and 
needs. Note that single sleeping rooms inside suites also carry an 
additional charge.   Requests will be honored if at all possible, but room 
assignments can't be changed on site. All dorms have elevators but few truly 
handicapped rooms. Chapters are encouraged to mail registrations at the 
same time if they want rooms in close proximity.

Single Room $90.00) ($ -  )                 

Double Room $70.00) ($ -  )                 

Friday Night, May 30

Single Room $90.00) ($ -  )                 

Double Room $70.00) ($ -  )                 

TOTAL LODGING EXPENSES ($ -  )                 

Meals: Indicate dorm/rooming preferences below:

May 29 Rank in order of preference: 1st and 2nd choice

Thurs. Dinner Buffet $35.00) ($ -  )                 Humphreys Dorm

St. Luke's Dorm

May 30

By Invitation Iris Circle Breakfast (Comp) $0.00) ($ -  )               Handicapped room (very limited availability)

Breakfast Buffet $23.00) ($ -  )                 Single room (Note additional charge)

Awards Luncheon $35.00) ($ -  )                 Double room 

Presidents' Banquet $55.00) ($ -  )                 Name of roommate(s)

May 31

Birthday Brunch $30.00) ($ -  )                 Special dietary needs or other accommodations

TOTAL MEAL EXPENSES ($ -  )                 Vegetarian

Diabetic

Discounts: Other (please specify)

Discount  Total Amount 

50 year Member -$25.00 ($ -  )                 Other special needs

TNSO Past President -$25.00 ($ -  )                 

All-inclusive Pkg. -$25.00 ($ -  )                 

2024-2025 Inductee -$5.00 ($ -  )                 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED  ($ -  )                  If you do not want your picture to appear in the TNSO 
DKG NEWS and/or the TN DKG Website--it is your 
responsibility to tell the photographer. 

Make check payable to Tennessee State Organization Convention. Send check and form to Terry 
Sharp, 7428 Tylers Garden Way, Knoxville, TN 37918.  Phone (cell and text) 865-591-5015  Email: 
terry.clark72@gmail.com

Only refunds requested in writing by May 8, 2025, will be honored. 
REGISTRATION FEE CANNOT BE REFUNDED.

Lost key replacement fee assessed by the University will be $150.00 per set and $75.00 per key card.  

Convention Emergency Phone Numbers:  865-591-5015

The form is also available online on the TNSO website.  You can register online and pay directly 
to Dr. Dianne Anderson, treasurer, through that link.  
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Tennessee State Organization News

Recording Secretary: Chasity Ragsdale
	 Ragsdale is a member of 
Alpha Rho chapter where she has 
served as President, chair of the 
Communications and Membership 
committees as well as a member of 
the Visual Arts and World Fellow-
ship committees. 
	 On the state level, Ragsdale
is currently First Vice President and chair of the EEC. 
She has served as both a member and chair of the 
Membership Committee. She has attended the TNSO 
Beginning Leadership and Advanced Leadership semi-
nars. She is a member of Kappa Delta Pi, WCEA, TEA, 
NEA, and TASL.
	 On the international level, Ragsdale was se-
lected by the international president as a participant in 
DKG Next, a “think tank” of younger members to help 
DKG effectively move forward, attended DKG Ignite 
in Austin, and is currently serving on the International 
DEIA Task Force.
	 Ragsdale has a BS in Interdisciplinary Studies 
and is currently working on her Master’s degree in In-
formational Services. She is serving as a middle school 
librarian in Williamson County. She relates, “I am a 
quick learner and adapt easily into whatever role I am 
assigned.”  

Corresponding Secretary:  Belinda Juergens
	 Juergens has served Beta 
Epsilon chapter as President and 
Treasurer. She has also served on 
the Leadership, Nominations, 
Finance, Scholarships, and Member-
ship committees.
	 On the state level, Juergens
is currently serving as Corresponding Secretary. She 
has served as Area VI director as well as serving on 
the Special Events committee. She currently chairs 
the Leadership Committee and has attended both the 
TNSO Beginning and Advanced Leadership semi-
nars. She has served on the Tennessee Department of 
Education Externship with UNUM Insurance and has 
served as a Tennessee Promise Mentor. Juergens has 
presented two workshops at TNSO Conventions and 
one at the DKG International Convention.

	 Juergens teaches high school English in Wil-
liamson County. She has a BS in Language Arts Educa-
tion and MAEd in English Education. 
	 She states, “I would like to lend my organiza-
tional and leadership talents to help our organization 
grow and prosper.” 

Nominees for TNSO Elected Committees and Vision 
Foundation Board
	 The three nominees for each of the 2025-2029 
elected committees and the two for the Vision Founda-
tion Board bring a wealth of experience to the Society. 
Committee members represent each major division of 
Tennessee. Vision Foundation members are nominated 
without regard to location in the state.

Nominations Committee: Tasked with selecting state 
organization officers, state elected committee mem-
bers, and Vision Foundation Board of Directors for the 
2027-2029 and 2029-2031 Biennia.

East Tennessee: Lynn Caruthers, a mem-
ber of Zeta chapter, has served in many 
positions as chapter officer and commit-
tee chair. On the state organization level,
she has served as Second Vice President 
and Corresponding Secretary as well as chair of the 
Arts and Personal Growth Committee. On the interna-
tional level, Caruthers is currently serving on the Non-
dues Revenue Committee. She is a retired elementary 
librarian.

Middle Tennessee: Dr. Elaine Alexander,
a member of Beta Epsilon chapter, has 
served in numerous capacities as chapter 
officer and committee chair. She has 
served on and chaired numerous state committees and 
currently serves on the TNSO Achievement Award 
Committee.  She has also served as TNSO President, 
First Vice President and Second Vice President. On 
the international level, Alexander served on the 2016 
International Convention Steering Committee and 
as Tennessee Night chair as well as a member of the 
Leadership Development Committee. She is retired as 
a teacher of Gifted Students. 

Nominations (con’t) 
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Nominations (con’t) 
West Tennessee: Paula Marshall is a mem-
ber of Alpha Lambda chapter, where she 
has served as President, First Vice Presi-
dent, and Recording Secretary as well as 
on numerous chapter committees.  On the
state organization level, she has served as 
Area IX director and is currently on the Educational 
Excellence Committee. She served as the Properties 
Room Manager at the 2016 International Convention. 
Marshall is retired from the Memphis/Shelby County 
Schools and is currently serving as a data collector for 
a research study being conducted by Vanderbilt Uni-
versity.

Personnel Committee: Tasked with seeking members 
for the related personnel positions (paid) of state or-
ganization editor, executive secretary, webmaster, and 
treasurer, receiving TNSO Executive Board approval 
for the hiring of said positions, evaluating and report-
ing to the Executive Board on biennial evaluations of 
work of those in the related personnel positions and 
maintaining/updating the state organization Personnel 
Manual.
East Tennessee: Kim Thurman, Alpha 
Xi chapter, has served her chapter as 
President, on the Membership and Ed-
ucational Excellence Committees, and is 
currently serving on the Communica-
tions Committee.  On the state organi-
zation level, she has served as co-chair of the State 
Projects Committee. Kim teaches Government and 
Economics.
Middle Tennessee: Kathy Smith, from
Alpha Nu chapter, has served her chap-
ter as President and Corresponding
Secretary as well as serving on several 
committees.  On the state level, she has 
served as Director for Areas V and VI, Vision Founda-
tion Board Secretary, Chair of the Literacy and Histori-
cal Preservation Committees and as a member of the 
Steering and Creative Arts Committees. Smith has also 
served on the Ad Hoc Communications Committee 
for International Convention. She is a retired kinder-
garten teacher in Metro Nashville.

West Tennessee: Dr. Dorrie Powell, 
of Beta Sigma chapter, has served in 
numerous capacities as chapter officer 
and committee chair. On the state or-
ganization level, Powell has served as 
President, First Vice President, and 
Second Vice President, and Recording
Secretary. She has served on the international level on 
the Leadership Discovery Centre Committee, DKG Ed-
itorial Board, Scholarship Committee, and Coordinator 
of First Time Convention Attendees. After 40 years as 
a teacher, librarian, and GEAR UP site coordinator in 
Hardeman County Schools, she retired in 2020.

Finance Committee: Tasked with preparing and 
submitting a two-year state organization budget to the 
Executive Board and then, once approved, monitoring 
income and expenditures of the state organization and 
making any necessary recommendations to maintain 
the approved budget. They are also tasked with main-
taining an up-to-date inventory of TNSO tangible 
assets.  
East Tennessee: Dr. Elaine Vaughan, 
Alpha Epsilon chapter, has served in 
numerous capacities as chapter officer
and committee chair. She has served 
as TNSO President, First Vice Presi-
dent, and Corresponding Secretary, 
on the Vision Foundation Board of Directors as well 
as serving as chair and member of many other state 
committees. Vaughan is currently serving on the DKG 
International Educators Fund Board of Directors. She 
is a Mathematics Instructor at Oak Ridge High School. 

Middle Tennessee: Teresa Gregory is a
member of Alpha Gamma Chapter, 
where she has served as Recording Sec-
retary, Corresponding Secretary, and as 
the Treasurer since 2010 in addition to 
numerous chapter committees. She is 
currently serving on the TNSO Special Events Com-
mittee. She taught kindergarten until her retirement.  
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West Tennessee: Betsy Lucas, Beta 
Sigma chapter, served her chapter as 
President from 2016-2018, Treasurer 
from 2018-2024, and returns as Pres-
ident from 2024-2026. She is the 
Special Education Coordinator for 
Elementary Schools in Hardeman 
County.

Vision Foundation Board of Directors: Tasked with 
soliciting donations for the Foundation, advertising the 
availability of individual and project awards that align 
with foundation guidelines, and selecting recipients for 
those awards.
Becky Sadowski has served Alpha Lambda
chapter in many capacities. She has served
as TNSO President, First Vice President, 
Corresponding Secretary, and Parliamen-
tarian as well as chair and member of a 
host of committees. She has served as International 
President, First Vice President, Second Vice President, 
Southeast Regional Director, and on many commit-
tees both as a member and as chair. Sadowski is retired 
from teaching and currently serves as an educational 
consultant.
Kacey Whited, member of Beta Pi chapter,
has served on the Planning Committee, as
chapter Secretary and is currently the 
chapter President. On the state level, she 
has served on the Scholarship Committee 
and is currently serving on the Legislative Committee. 
Whited teaches 8th Grade Social Studies.  

Chapter Strengthening 

DKG International Educators Foundation 
(DKGIEF) was established in 2020 as the result of a 
merger of the DKG Supporting Corporation with the 
DKG Educational Foundation. The Foundation has 
awarded millions of dollars to support educational 
excellence through professional development, scholar-
ships, and intercultural collaboration. There are nine 
funds distributed throughout the year:
1. Cornetet Award: Individual professional develop-
ment - CIPD (members & non- members); educational 
seminars - CSPD (members.)
2. Educational Projects: Funding for projects to benefit 
children and education  (members and non-members.)
3. Educators Award Fund: Selected women authors 
receive cash awards for non-fiction writing impacting 
education.
4. Emergency Fund: Solely supported by donations, the 
Emergency Fund helps members with a major loss due 
to a natural disaster.
5. Eunah Temple Holden Leadership Fund: The ETH 
Fund supports superb speakers for international meet-
ings and other leadership events.
6. Golden Gift Fund: The Golden Gift Fund offers 
professional life-changing leadership management 
seminars.
7. International Speakers Fund: Going beyond borders, 
the International Speakers Fund sends members as 
speakers into Society countries other than their own.
8. Scholarship Fund: International Scholarships are 
awarded annually to members for graduate study.
9. World Fellowship Fund: World Fellowships are 
awarded to non-member women educators who are 
continuing their education.
The TNSO has many members who have received 
one or more of the funds listed above. In order to find 
guidelines, due dates, and activity participation for 
submission, go to the international DKG website and 
click on DKGIEF at the top of the page to access ad-
ditional information on each fund.
	 Donations from the Society, members, states, 
chapters, and friends continue the support necessary 
for DKGIEF to carry out its mission and purposes. 
Gifts to DKGIEF are welcome at any time and are tax 
deductible in the United States and some other coun-
tries. Contact Dr. Elaine Vaughan (elainevaughan77@
gmail.com) for more information. 

Chapters, please consider contacting the Chapter 
Strengthening Committee to assist with maintain-
ing or revitalizing chapter membership. The Chapter 
Strengthening Committee, consisting of 10 area di-
rectors and the chair, are willing to mentor and offer 
support by visiting your chapter either face-to-face or 
virtually. The results of the Connection Survey indi-
cated that chapters are concerned with membership 
and ways to retain members or how to attract dropped 
members. The Reinstatement Project is designed to 
help chapters review and reestablish membership. 
Please contact Dr. Elaine Vaughan (elainevaughan77@
gmail.com) or visit the TNSO website (Resources, 
Chapter Strengthening) for more information. 

What is DKGIEF?
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Ernestine Britt Everhart
November 28. 2024

Ernestine was a Knox County 
teacher for 37 years and a mem-
ber of  Zeta for 47 years. She was a 
member of the Communications 
committee and attended the TNSO 
conventions. She was a devout 
member of Black Oak Heights Bap-
tist Church and a Willing Workers 
Sunday school class member. She 
loved reading,  plays, and crafting.

Dr. Bonnie Louise Karrigan
June 29, 2024

Bonnie became a member of Eta in 
1994 and served as recording secre-
tary. She was a graduate of Clarks-
ville High School and received a 
Bachelor of Arts in English and 
French and a Master’s in English 
from Austin Peay State University. 
She later earned her Doctorate in 
Education from Vanderbilt Univer-
sity. Her love for knowledge was ap-
parent through her endeavors as a 
scholar and educator, having taught 
ninth-grade English and AP Eng-

lish courses at Fort Campbell High 
School for over 40 years. Addition-
ally, she was an adjunct professor at 
her alma mater, Austin Peay State 
University. 

Hazel C. Johnson
October 30, 2024

Hazel was inducted into Pi in 1968. 
She graduated from the University 
of Tennessee in 1957, when she be-
gan a 30 year teaching career. Hazel 
served tirelessly in the Anderson 
County School District, and taught 
thousands of students in that time. 
She was a also member of ACEA, 
TEA, and NEA.

Sandra Dean Clarke
September 2, 2023

Sandra was inducted into Alpha 
Zeta in 1977. She was an active 
member of Russellville Baptist 
Church, where she devoted her 
time and energy to serving children 
in the church. She was also a fixture 
in the classroom at Whitesburg El-
ementary School where she taught 

for over 30 years. Sandra was also a 
longtime employee of the Morris-
town Parks and Recreation depart-
ment. Many knew Sandra as the 
lady who kept the softball scores at 
Jaycee Park and who kept the gym 
doors open at Whitesburg.

Dr. Jean B. McDonald
October 5, 2024

Initiated into Beta Eta in 2011, Jean 
taught full time and adjunct for 42 
years at Lambuth University and 
the University of Memphis at Lam-
buth. Former students eulogized 
her saying that she was the reason 
they became teachers. She taught 
until she was 91, learning the tech-
nology needed for online classes.
She authored several books in in-
structional technology and besides 
her doctorate in education, she 
earned a graduate certificate in ESL.
She was demanding and taught 
many independent studies in com-
position, literature, and education 
so that students could complete 
their degrees. 


