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TNSO Welcomes Rensink as Society
International Representative 
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Connie Rensink is 
passionately dedicated to 

working with other leaders
toward the vision of a vibrant 
DKG that provides innovative
programs and personal con-
nections for every member. In 
her role as DKG First Vice 
President, she serves as chair 
for the International Issues 
and Administrative Board 
Responsibilities task forces, 
is a Director on the Delta 
Kappa Gamma International 
Education Foundation, and is
the liaison for the  World 
Fellowship committee. 
	 She is chair of the Texas 
State Leadership Committee and webmaster for her chapter. Her favorite 
part of the Society is connecting with other members and learning about 
their DKG journey. She is looking forward to working with Society leaders 
in 2024 to develop peer advisory groups (DKG Masterminds: A Visionary 
Network).
	 Connie has been a member of Theta Chi of the Texas State Organi-
zation since 2006. She is a graduate of the DKG Leadership Management 
Seminar and has held a myriad of leadership positions at the chapter and 
state organization levels. At the international level she served on both the 
Membership and Scholarship committees, chaired the Membership com-
mittee and served as International Member at Large. 
	 Connie recently retired after 18 years in education. Her special-
ties include ESL, Global Competence, and Reading. She lives in North 
Richland Hills, Texas, with her husband and 2 dogs. She has 2 children, 7 
grandchildren, and twin great-granddaughters.

Connie Rensink, International First 
Vice President and International Representative 

to the 2024 Convention.
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The Delta Kappa Gamma Society  
International promotes professional 

and personal growth of women  
educators and excellence in 

education.
2023-2025 State Officers/Related Personnel

President
	 Marsha Brewer
	 Madison (Middle)

First Vice-President
	 Orlean  Bauman
	 Nunnelly (Middle)
Second Vice-President

	 Terry Sharp
	 Knoxville (East)

Recording Secretary
	 Regina Henry
	 Old Hickory (Middle)

Corresponding Secretary
	 Chasity Ragsdale

	 Bon Aqua (Middle)
Treasurer

	 Dr. Dianne Anderson
	 McKenzie (West)

Parliamentarian
	 Dr. Kathie Harned
	 Franklin (Middle)

Executive Secretary
	 Jenni Lusk
	 Cottontown (Middle)

Editor
	 Michelle Steen
	 Jackson (West)

Webmaster
	 Sherrie Collins
	 Corryton (East)

DKG Tennessee News
Published four times a year in September, 
November, February, and April by the  
Tennessee Organization of the Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society International. State dues for 
active members are $14.00 of which $4.00 is 
a subscription to the News.
Contributors to DKG Tennessee News are 
asked to send news as soon as it is available 
to ensure its placement in the next issue. 
Send news items for the April issue no later 
than March 1, 2024.

	
Michelle Steen
264 Russell Rd. 
Jackson, TN 38301
mnsteeneditor@gmail.com

Send address changes to:
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society  
International
12710 Research Blvd. 
STE 230
Austin, TX 78759
mem@dkg.org

DKG In 
Harmony……..

Greetings!
In making your way into this new year, have you identified any new 
goals or resolutions? A wise friend and fellow retired educator, Denise 
Yeargin, writes that she has released the word “goals” because of its con-
nection to possible failure to achieve. Instead, she promotes “Intentions 
for the highest and best outcome” in all that she does. I like that. As we 
try to achieve harmony in our lives, we need to strive for a balance while 
being intentional about change and advancement. Here are some of my 
favorite quotes about change, fear of change, and attitude:
•	 “Yes. I fear the worst. Because to fear the best would make absolutely 

no sense.” (Bill the Krill in Happy Feet Two)
•	 “If you want to change attitudes, start with a change in behavior. In 

other words, begin to act the part, as well as you can, of the person 
you would rather be; the person you most want to become. Gradu-
ally, the old, fearful person will fade away.” (Dr. William Glasser)

•	 “You cannot get through a single day without having an impact on 
the world around you. What you do makes a difference, and you 
have to decide what kind of difference you want to make.” (Jane 
Goodall)

•	 “Whether you think you can or think you can’t……you are right.” 
(Henry Ford)

•	 “You are not what you think you are, but what you think……you 
are.” (Stephen Covey)

•	 “Positive thinking is how you think about a problem. Enthusiasm is 
how you feel about a problem. The two together determine what you 
do about a problem.” (Norman Vincent Peale)

•	 “Find out who you are and do it on purpose.” (Dolly Parton)
•	 “You’ve always had the power my dear, you just had to learn it for 

yourself.” (Glinda – The Wizard of Oz)
From a Society perspective, let’s strive to be intentional about telling our 
DKG story and inviting new members to begin their own. Let’s culti-
vate a growth mindset in the sense of growing personally and enlarging 
and encouraging others. “A candle loses nothing when it lights another 
candle.” (Thomas Jefferson.)
This last quote puts me in mind of our dear Orlean Bauman, to whom 
we pay tribute separately in this publication. Orlean was a bright light, 
and she passed that light on to others in DKG. Look for the gifts, talents, 
and uniqueness in others and help them to find ways to contribute and 
add their voices to the harmony. My hope is that your chapters will
be intentional in planning, recruiting, fellowshipping, encouraging, 
serving, and achieving your “highest and best outcomes” for 2024!
In Harmony,
Marsha Brewer
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 Tennessee State Organization News
Special Tribute Tribute (con’t.)

	 Orlean was induct-
ed into Alpha Rho in 2000
and immediately began 
service.  She served as a 
member of several chapter
committees and became 
chapter president in 2006.  
From 2003-2005, she ser-
ved TNSO as the chair of 
the High School Essay 
committee, served as chair
of Communications 
committee from 2005-
2007,  was a member of the Leadership Development 
committee from 2007-2009, then chaired the same 
committee from 2009-2011.  In 2011 she began her 
service as the State Editor and did so for the next ten 
years. After that she served as Second Vice President 
from 2021-2023 and was currently serving as First Vice 
President.  At the International Level, Orlean served 
as Editor of the International Convention Newsletters 
during the 2016 International Convention in Nash-
ville.  She published three full-color newsletters for all 
convention attendees – on time and under budget. In 
2019, Orlean was awarded the Xi State Achievement 
Award for her outstanding service to the Society on the 
chapter, state, and international levels.  
	 Praised for her wisdom, problem-solving, 
infinite patience, and creativity, Orlean was a treasured 
travel buddy to the various cities and conventions she
attended. Her wicked humor, her keen insight, and 
general joie de vivre made every trip memorable and 
enjoyable.
	 Whether savoring a cup of tea and recommend-
ing books, leading a committee, conducting a work-
shop, sharing an inspirational message, or providing 
activity updates, Orlean was at the heart of the Society.  
We were so very lucky to have her in our midst.

	 With this issue, we mark the passing of First 
Vice President Orlean Bauman and celebrate her 
legacy. As long-time editor of the DKG Tennessee News, 
Orlean left behind a legacy of beautifully crafted news-
letters.  However, Orlean’s true legacy is one of love, 
friendship, laughter, leadership, service, and genuine 
fellowship for all who knew her and worked alongside 
her in DKG.
	 Orlean Bauman grew up in Clarksville, Tennes-
see.  She excelled in school, attended college at Austin 
Peay State University and enjoyed traveling. She first 
married her high school sweetheart, Ron Gibson. They 
bought land and began their life together in Hickman 
County. However, Orlean was left as a young widow 
when Ron died as a result of exposure to Agent Orange 
in Vietnam.
	 A few year’s after Ron’s death, Orlean met Bill 
Bauman when a high school friend invited her to vaca-
tion in Hawaii.  Bill was his roommate. Orlean and Bill 
got along so well that Bill came for a visit to Tennessee 
and never went back to Hawaii. When asked how he 
left paradise, he blamed Orlean’s incredible homemade 
bread for his decision. They enjoyed 36 happy years 
together until his death in early 2021. Their daughter 
Jessica treasures the memories of her parents’ relation-
ship, especially the laughter. In the summer of 2023, 
Orlean and Jessica took Bill’s ashes home to Hawaii 
where they celebrated his life in the places he loved.
	 “Mrs. Bauman’s” legacy extends well beyond 
the walls of her home and into her community. Gen-
erations of students will remember her encouragement 
and her discipline. She remained a steadfast support to 
fellow teachers and members of Delta Kappa Gamma. 
After a very brief retirement, she also found meaning-
ful work with Women Are Safe. Her greatest work was 
undoubtedly as Grandmother— “Amma,” as she was 
called by her granddaughters. Time at home simply 
reading books and baking cookies took on a deeper 
level of joy with Kailea and Lani. “The girls” infused 
her life with sweetness and meaning, and she fought to 
stay with them as long as she could.
	 Her wishes were that her cremated remains be 
scattered with Ronnie’s, atop a hillside near her home, 
and with Bill’s in Kaneohe Bay, Oahu, Hawaii.
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Last Name First Name
Address 2023-2024 Inductee

City Zip First Time Attendee - TNSO Convention
Phone # Email 2022-2024 Chapter President
Chapter Area  2024-2026 Chapter Presidenet

Past TNSO President
TNSO Achievement Award Winner
50 Year (+) Member (Year Initiated)

Registration fee (non-refundable):
Price Total Amount Serve as a page

 By May 1* $88.00 $
 After May 1* $121.00 -$                  

-$                   Professional Development Certificate
Lodging: 

Dorm Sleeping Rooms
Thursday Night May 30 Price Total Amount

Single Room $90.00 -$                  
Double Room $70.00 -$                  

Single Room $90.00 -$                  
Double Room $70.00 -$                  

-$                  
Meals:

May 30 Rank in order of preference, 1st, 2nd choice
Thurs. Dinner Buffet $34.00 -$                  Humphreys Dorm
Thurs. Night  Reception -$                    -$                  St. Luke's Dorm
May 31

By Invitation Iris Circle Breakfast (Comp) $0.00 -$               Handicapped room (very limited availability)
Breakfast Buffet $21.00 -$                  Single room (Note additional charge)
Awards Luncheon $34.00 -$                  Double room 
Presidents' Banquet $52.00 -$                  
June 1
Birthday Brunch $29.00 -$                  

-$                  Vegetarian
Diabetic

Discounts: Other (please specify)
Discount Total Amount

50 year Member -$25.00 -$                  Other special needs
TNSO Past President -$25.00

-$25.00 -$                  
-$                  

Tennessee State Organization Convention Registration 
May 30 - June 1-------The University of the South------Sewanee, TN

ONLINE REGISTRATION IS RECOMMENDED at www.TNDKG.org under FORMS. If mailing, send 1 form per person. VENMO accepted at Dianne-Anderson.

Make checks payable to Tennessee State Organization Convention. Send check and 
form to Terry Sharp, 1911 Locarno Dr., Knoxville, TN  37914        Phone (cell and text): 
865-591-5015     Email: terry.clark72@gmail.com@gmail.com

Convention Emergency Phone Numbers:  931-598-1250, 931-598-1111
Lost key replacement fee assessed by the University will be $100.00 per key and $75.00 per key card.  

TOTAL LODGING EXPENSES

TOTAL MEAL EXPENSES

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED  I do NOT give my permission for my picture or 
name to appear on the TNDKG website or in the 
DKG TN News.

Only refunds requested in writing by May 6, 2022, will be 
honored. Registration fee cannot be refunded.

Please Mark All That Apply

Dorm Preferences & Special Needs

Dorms assigned on first-come, first-serve basis. Specify preferences 
and needs. Note that single sleeping rooms inside suites also carry 
an additional charge.   Requests will be honored if at all possible, but 
room assignments can't be changed on site. All dorms have elevators, 
but few truly handicapped rooms. Chapters are encouraged to mail 
registrations at the same time if they want rooms in close proximity.

Special dietary needs or other accommodations

Sing in Convention Chorus (meal tkt required)

All-inclusive Pkg.(All meals, on-campus accoms.

Name of roommate(s)

Indicate dorm/rooming preferences below:

Serve as table hostess (meal tkt required)

TOTAL REGISTRATION FEE

Registration - Required by all attendees.

Friday Night May 31
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Tennessee State Organization News
Awards CommitteeSteering Committee 

DATES TO REMEMBER

February 1, 2024 - Tennessee State Scholarship 
application due

February 1, 2024 - International Scholarship 
application due

February 29, 2024 - Essay Contest submissions 
due

March 15, 2024 - Achievement Award, Order of 
the Rose, and Rosebud Nominations Due

March 15-16, 2024 - Beginning Leadership 
Seminar, Henry Horton State Park

March 23, 2024 -Officer Training (West)
South Side High School, Jackson, TN

March 25, 2024 - Deadline to submit Chapter 
Newsletters

April 6, 2024 - Officer Training (East)
Central High School, Knoxville, TN

April 20, 2024 - Offier Training (Middle)
Goodpasture High School, Nashville, TN

May 19, 2024 - TNSO Executive Board Meeting 
(Virtual)

May 30-June 1, 2024: TNSO State Convention
Sewanee, TN 

July 9-12, 2024 - DKG International 
Convention, National Harbor, MD

	 We’re excited to invite you to join us on the 
mountain at the University of the South in Sewanee 
from May 30-June 1, 2024.  In addition to celebrating 
our individual members and chapters for the outstand-
ing work they do, we’re looking forward to hearing 
from an entertaining keynote speaker on Thursday and 
fantastic educational sessions throughout the conven-
tion.  Our International Representative will be Connie 
Rensink, International First Vice President.  We look 
forward to hearing her words of inspiration.
	 The registration form is available in this is-
sue of the News, but like last year you’ll also be able to 
complete a Google Form, send in a paper form, or fill 
out a registration form online that will calculate your 
costs for you. Mark those calendars, and stay tuned for 
more details!

Chapter Strengthening 
Committee
	 Chapters, are you looking for help in main-
taining, revitalizing, or increasing your membership? 
The Chapter Strengthening Committee would like to 
be of service as the new year begins. Fifty-nine out of 
the sixty-four chapters (92%) responded to the Con-
nection Survey which provided area directors with a 
schedule for visits to chapter meetings. However, the 
results from the survey also indicated that many chap-
ters are concerned about membership and ways to
retain members or how to attract dropped members. 
The Reinstatement Project is designed to help chapters 
review dropped members and possibly reestablish their 
membership. Please contact Dr. Elaine Vaughan (mev-
aughan@ortn.edu) for more information.
	 Training for chapter presidents, EEC chairs, 
membership chairs, communications chairs, and chap-
ter treasurers is scheduled for the months of March 
and April. As your chapter establishes a slate of offi-
cers, committee chairs, and other leadership positions 
for the 2024-2026 biennium, the Chapter Strength-
ening committee is available to mentor and support 
chapters either virtually or in person. The committee is 
looking forward to being with you at the training and 
helping in any way possible.

	 Chapters, now is the time to honor your hard-
working, dedicated members by nominating them for 
the Order of the Rose or the Rosebud Awards. These 
awards are presented to members who have been ac-
tive in their chapters behind the scenes but have not 
been recognized at the state level. Applications  are on 
the TNSO website. Deadline is March 15, 2024.
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Gamma Omicron 
surprised the Wav-
erly County Hum-
ane Society with an
 early Christmas gift. 
The chapter sent dog 
and cat food, toys, 
bleach, blankets, food 
bowls and aluminum 
cans. The chapter plans to continue to sponsor this 
project.

Gamma Omicron members are also making a color 
quilt to donate to an organization in their area. Mem-
bers pictured are Myra Corbitt, Pam Harris, Helen 
Costa, Amanda Himes, and Doreen Merickle.

The State Projects Committee was awarded a Cornetet 
Award in the amount of $3064 to be used in the fall 
of 2024 for three Survival Kit Workshops for Early 
Career Educators. The dates for these three regional 
workshops are: September 21, 2024, in West Ten-
nessee, October 24, 2024, in Middle Tennessee, and 
November 16, 2024, in East Tennessee.

Arts and Personal Growth
	 There are some exciting updates from the Arts 
and Personal Growth Committee: 
•	 The Committee has confirmed the venue at Casey 

Jones Village in Jackson for September 27-28, 2024, 
for the Arts Retreat. More information will be sent 
out about the price and availability of motels by 
April. Please mark these dates on your calendar 
and plan to come for a weekend of fun, fellowship, 
and creativity!

•	 The committee would like to urge our talented 
members to participate in the Arts and Humanities 
Gallery of DKG. The application and information 
are on the DKG website. Deadline for the applica-
tion is February 15, 2024. Don’t be shy; let’s show 
the other states how talented we are in Tennessee.

•	 The Arts and Personal Growth Committee is work-
ing with President Marsha Brewer to set a date 
for a February Zoom meeting. This meeting will 
be designed to share de-stressing and meditation 
techniques. More information will be sent when a 
date is set.

•	 The Committee would also like to get together this 
spring for an outing. If your town or area has any 
special production we could see, please contact 
Harriet King at hking13@outlook.com with the in-
formation. TPAC will be presenting the Broadway 
production of Annie March 27-30, 2024. Romeo 
and Juliet will be performed by the Nashville Ballet 
April 20-21, 2024. Either of these would need to 
have tickets secured soon.	

			             Area VII hosted a Christ-
			             mas social gathering. The
			             gathering met at Lomax
			            Church of Christ in How-
			            enwald, TN. Gamma 
			            Omicron is a new chapter
			            to this area, and members
			            were made to feel very
			            welcomed at the event. 
			            The ladies enjoyed a great 
program, awesome food, door prizes, and fellowship 
that truly demonstrated what it means to be a member 
of Delta Kappa Gamma.

State Projects Committee



 Chapter News
Beta Eta met for a Cookie Swap and Silent Auction 
fundraiser on December 2, 2023, at the lakeside home 
of Holly Cooper in Lexington, TN. Members brought 
brunch items and cookies to swap for the holidays. 
They raised over $200 to add to their local grant-in-aid  
for a college educa-
tion major. Those in 
attendance were Holly
Cooper, Dr. Teri 
Maddox, Dr. Jean 
Marie Walls, Nancy 
Hickey, Carol Cole, 
Mary Wadley, Kathy 
House, Carlene Tenpenny, Amanda Nolen, and new 
member Esperanza Gonzalez (who brought homemade 
chicken tamales for the auction.) Guests included her 
daughter Lucía González and Dan Nolen, husband of 
Amanda Pugh Nolen.

				         Alpha Xi members 
			                     met with Hamilton 
				         County Schools Su-
				         perintendent Dr. 
				         Justin Robertson on 
				         Nov. 13th.  TNSO
				         President Marsha 
				         Brewer and Alpha 
Chapter co-president  Allison Maynard were also in at-
tendance.  Dr. Robertson addressed several topics and 
also accepted questions from the audience.  

Alpha Epsilon has work-
ed with the Oak Ridge 
Schools and the comm-
unity to help support 
families and students in
the area. The chapter 
participated in the 2nd 
Annual Trunk or Treat
held at Oak Ridge High School by enrolling children in 
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library program. Over 45 
registration forms were distributed. The chapter also
			         created no-sew blankets and
			         held their annual Silent Auc-
			         tion at the December meet-
			         ing, raising a total of $1700
			         for the Oak Ridge Schools
			         Family Resource Center. 
			         Alpha Epsilon is proud to 
			         support the schools and the 
			         community throughout the 
			         year. 

Alpha Gamma invited new teachers in the area to the 
September meeting. The hostess group in charge of the 
meeting provided decorations and refreshments for all 
in attendance. This time was used not only to welcome 
new teachers to the area but also to offer encourage-
ment and support. The Chapter used funds from the 
annual Daddy Daughter Dance to give the new teach-
ers who attend a gift to help them in their classrooms.
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Gamma Nu in Sevier County is pleased to report that 
our honorary member, Mrs. Dolly Parton, has been 
quite busy recently.  She  performed during the Dal-
las Cowboys’ home game, November 23,  against the 
Washington Commanders.  She also sang Rocky Top 
at the University of 
Tennessee game against
the University of Georgia 
on November 18.  The 
game was not a good 
one for Vols fans, but 
with Dolly singing and 
Peyton Manning escort-
ing  her to the field, fans 
had a few moments where they could cheer.  
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Norma Jean Bowers
September 13, 2023

A 50-year member in Alpha Iota, inducted 
January 1, 1973, Bowers sponsored the 
local Future Teachers of America organi-
zation. She graduated with an Associate 
Degree from Swift Memorial Junior Col-
lege followed by a Bachelors degree from 
Tennessee State University. Mrs. Bowers 
worked in three high schools and volun-
teered at the Price Public Community 
Center and Swift Museum. 

Earlene Lynch Horton
September 6, 2023

Inducted into Alpha Iota on May 1, 1971, 
Earlene served as president of Alpha Iota, 
1978-1980, and was a member for 52 years. 
She taught 8th grade English Language Arts 
in Hancock County for 47 years.

Louise Hawkins Gregory
October 11, 2023

Louise was inducted into Beta Mu on 
November 25, 1998. She was a faithful 
member of that chapter. In 2019 when 
Louise retired, she moved to Cookeville 
and transferred her membership to Xi.
She was an active member and rarely 
missed a meeting. Beloved by all, Louise 
taught in the Decatur County School Sys-
tem for 27 years.

Dr. Ann Young Hudgens
October 10, 2008

A member of Alpha Psi, inducted in 
1997, Ann was a quiet, dependable, active 
(though behind the scenes) member, who 
spent her energy encouraging members 
and serving as spokesperson for the chapter 
activities. She served education as a class-
room teacher, PE teacher, drama director, 
counselor, librarian, test administrator, and 
evaluator for over 40 years.

Helen C. Erskine
November 7, 2023

Helen was inducted in 1995 into Alpha 
Sigma and years later transferred to Alpha 
Lambda. Helen was an active chapter 
member. She served as First Vice President, 
Corresponding Secretary, and chaired and 
served on numerous committees. She was a 
career English teacher, first in Chelmsford, 
Massachusetts, and then in Stony Brook, 
New York. Later, in Memphis, she taught 
English for gifted students for 25 years. She 
taught briefly at Craigmont Junior High 
School but spent most of her career at 
White Station Junior High / Middle School. 

Mary Elizabeth Alexander
October 20, 2023

An Alpha Epsilon member, Mary Elizabeth 
was inducted in April of 1963. She was an 
active member for 60 years. She served on 
practically all of the chapter committees 
and was willing to help support the organi-
zation using her time, talents, and re-
sources. Mary Elizabeth was also a staunch 
supporter of all chapter projects such as 
the Family Resource Center for Oak Ridge 
Schools, Scholarship/Grant In-Aid, New 
Teacher Educator Outlook program, and 
the Imagination Library. She was a mentor 
to new teachers and encouraged all mem-
bers of Alpha Epsilon and other chapters 
across the state of Tennessee.
An Oak Ridge Schools alumna, Mary 
Elizabeth served as a mathematics teacher 
at Robertsville Junior High School, the 
Civil Rights Project Home-School Coordi-
nator, an elementary school counselor, the 
Principal of Cedar Hill Elementary School, 
and the Director of Pupil Personnel for 
Oak Ridge Schools. During her 37-year 
tenure, she touched the lives of tens of 
thousands of students, parents, teachers, 
and staff members. Mary Elizabeth knew 
no strangers. She served as one of the first 
female deacons of her church, a Sunday 
school classleader, and ardent supporter of 
the Orbit Mission in Nairobi, Kenya. 


