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“Arts for the Heart”

n Friday, September 30, approximate-
ly fifty members from across the state

representing twenty-one chapters met at
the Woodson Chapel church of Christ for
the TNSO “Arts from the Heart” Creative
Arts Retreat in Nashville. After dinner,
members enjoyed musical entertainment
including sing-alongs from Christen and
Michael Ball, niece and nephew of 3
President Elaine Vaughan. Members Personal Arts and Enrichment Commit-
also enjoyed games and fun with friends ‘¢ members at the 2022 Creative Arts
and even won some door prizes. The Retreat
evening ended with a story-telling time by Donna Jerden.

Saturday morning there were sessions on card making by Martha
Bailey and Mary Jo Wilson where participants learned how to create pro-
fessional cards. Another session on quilt making by Judith Meeker with
More Than Warmth organization showed members how to draw on muslin
with permanent fabric markers to create squares to be quilted and given to
people in need. Cookie Making and Decorating was presented by Rosemary
Ragan and her granddaughter with helpful hints from her days as a caterer.
Attendees received a cookbook with her personal recipes and even had some
samples. Members also learned to make Plarn bags with Donna Jerden. She
demonstrated how to recycle a plastic grocery bag into “yarn” to crochet
a shopping bag. Finally Kathy Smith presented Zentangle. Members were
introduced to the relaxing art of using five basic strokes and were shown
samples of other Zentangle work to learn to create [F
cards, book marks, and frameable art.

The retreat ended with lunch followed by
door prizes. Attendees were encouraged to
spend the rest of the afternoon exploring
Nashville or taking a leisurely drive back
home.

This retreat, designed in 2008 by Past Pres-
ident Nancy Davis to promote personal growth
and fellowship among members in a relaxed

i

setting, achieved those goals. Nancy Davis with her hand-
made cards still supporting the
Arts Retreat that began when
she was TNSO president.
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From the Heart
The DKG Journey

Hello Ladies,

Life is a unique journey from beginning to
end. Although individually unique, we all share similar experiences on
our DKG Journey as we grow, change, and learn to love ourselves and
others. At each level of the journey, there is a motivation and inspira-
tion to press on even in the face of challenges and obstacles.

What about our own DKG Journey? Most of us remember that
first “Membership Moment” when we were invited to join. We real-
ize that our vision, “Leading Women Educators, Impacting Educa-
tion Worldwide,” along with the 7 purposes, defines our organization.
Members often explain how they fulfill the vision of the Society by
describing their chapter activities, programs, and projects. However, do
we really understand what our purpose is within this DKG journey?

Our DKG Journey must transform to adapt to the needs of
members and chapters, as well as communities and schools. Change
has become an integral part of our lives. During Dr. Jensi Souders’ in-
ternational presidential biennium (2010-2012,) she addressed the need
for change while focusing on the importance of DKG chapters. She
emphasized providing chapters with “quality tools and information to
attract younger members while keeping current members involved and
interested.” This work led to the development and adoption of Support-
ing Early-Career Educators (SEE) as a second international project.

Becky Sadowski, past international president 2020-2022, has
also promoted the necessity for change in our DKG Journey by “Lead-
ing with Purpose.” From discussions with state organizations about
leadership traits, Becky and other international leaders have found
that members often cite some of the same traits to be found in strong
leaders: “forward thinking, willingness to accept new possibilities and
different points of view, courage, ability to inspire others, strong work
ethic, understanding the importance of recognizing individuals and the
group for a job well done, and making sure members feel the work they
are doing does make a difference” (DKG NEWS Jul/Aug 2022/Vol. 79
No. 4). An impressive though not exhaustive list of leadership qualities,
this does emphasize our need in DKG for all kinds of leaders to keep
our Society Moving Forward Ever.

On our journey, let's embrace our members as leaders and look
for ways to create solutions to problems by exhibiting a “growth mind-
set.” Let’s continue to serve From the Heart with Hope/Confidence, En-
ergy/Endurance, Altogether/Team, Radiance/Resilience, and Tenacity/
Perseverance. Remember, it is our responsibility as members to explore
all possibilities for the Society, determine how we want to proceed, and
contribute to the DKG Journey. Let us remain true to the cause and
stay steadfast in our commitment to Delta Kappa Gamma. Thank you
for all that you do.

From the Heart, Elaine V.




Tennessee State Organization News

Call for State Convention
Workshops

It is never too early to think about presenting a
workshop at the TNSO Convention in Sewanee,
Tennessee, on June 2, 2023. We hope to offer a
variety of sessions that will appeal to both actively
teaching and retired teachers of all ages. Some recent
suggestions from our “Young DKG” members include:
a session on seasonal wreaths or arrangements, a
presentation by a TEA representative, a legislative
panel, a session on self-defense, and workshops/
programs dealing with social issues. Please offer your

expertise on these or other relevant and creative topics.

The deadline for workshop proposals is March 15,
2023, and the proposal form can be found on www.
tndkg.org under “Calendar”

DATES TO REMEMBER

Vision Foundation Virtual Workshop
November 8, 2022 at 7:00 p.m CST.

Chapter Yearbook
Deadline: December 15, 2022

Liz Whorley Bradley and Vision Foundation
Project Grant Applications
Deadline: December 31, 2022

TNSO Scholarship Applications
Deadline: February 1, 2023

TNSO School Essay Contest
Deadline: February 28, 2023

TNSO Advanced Leadership
Management Seminar
March 3-4, 2023

87th TNSO Convention
University of the South, Sewanee, TN
June 1-3, 2023

Vision Foundation News

Would you like to receive some funding for a profes-
sional development workshop or materials for your
classroom? The Vision Foundation has Awards and
Grants to help Tennessee DKG members achieve those
goals.

The Vision Foundation will now be offering two
$2000.00 Awards- the Liz Whorley Bradley Profes-
sional Growth Award and the Doris Ann Hendrix
Professional Growth Award to attend a seminar, work-
shop, or professional meeting. The Doris Ann Hendrix
Professional Growth Award is a new award the Vision
Foundation Board added this year. This new Award
will be given annually. Miss Hendrix has generously
contributed to the Vision Foundation over the years,
and we thank her for her continued support of the
Foundation.

Six $1000.00 grants are available to conduct education-
al research and/or to develop special projects. Applica-
tions for the Awards and Grants, rubrics, guidelines,
and checklists can be found on the TNSO website
under the Vision Foundation tab. Applications must be
submitted electronically no later than 11:59 p.m. CST
December 31* and are submitted to Dr. Cathy Mer-
edith at cdmeredith18@gmail.com.

The Vision Foundation will be hosting a virtual meet-
ing on Tuesday, November 8, at 7:00 p.m. CST to
answer questions about the Awards and Grants. Mem-
bers are also welcome to contact Dr. Meredith with
questions.

The Board of the Vision Foundation is also extremely
happy to announce the FIRST Diamond Visionary
($10,000), Miss Doris Ann Hendrix. In honor of this
tremendous contribution the Board will now have two
Professional Development Awards for $2000 each.
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Tennessee State Organization News

Leadership Development

Tennessee members reach new heights each year as
they learn, grow, and lead the way to new discover-
ies and opportunities. The leadership seminar is one
of many events open to members. The first Advanced
Leadership Seminar held in 1991 opened new doors
for personal growth and learning, extending the reach
of women educators and strengthening communica-
tions within the state. Dr. Jensi Souders presented the
first Advanced Seminar with a session built around
cooperative skills.

Except for the period of the pandemic, the Advanced
Leadership Seminar has been held during the spring of
the second year of each biennium. In recent years top-
ics have included parliamentary procedure, effective
meetings, communication skills, personality traits, and
skills to work with diverse people.

In the spring of 2023, the seminar returns to a face-
to-face time for sharing with Becky Sadowski and

“All Things are Possible with DKG?” Becky, drawing
on ideas from the book The Art of Possibility by Ro-
samond and Benjamin Zander, will help participants
hone their leadership skills.

“All things are
possible with
DKG” presented by
Becky Sadowski
based on the book
The Art of
Possibility

A'rt of Possibility

frucral o Persorel L

Achievement Award

The Tennessee State Organization Achievement Award
is one of the highest honors bestowed upon a mem-
ber. The recipient exemplifies leadership, commitment
to her chapter and state organization, and a desire to
uphold our society purposes. She is a member who
goes above and beyond to make a difference in her
community and the field of education. TNSO is filled
with exceptional women educators who are more than
qualified to be nominated for the Achievement Award.
The application is now available on the TNSO website,
About Us/Achievement Award Winners. Please contact
Pat Parker, Achievement Award Chair at pparker@real-
tracs.com for additional information.Deadline: March

15, 2023.
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Planning Committee

Thanks to everyone who is strengthening their chapter
and the state organization through planning, and ku-
dos to the 2020-2022 Planning Committee under the
leadership of Dr. Dorrie Powell and Barbara Hinson
who streamlined and updated the state strategic plan
last biennium.

Last fall, all chapters submitted chapter strategic plan
updates. Rather than an update to the plan, this fall the
Planning Committee is reaching out to new chapter
presidents regarding chapter planning and encourag-
ing chapters to continue to evaluate success in achiev-
ing prior goals and to think about new goals for the
2022-2024 biennium. Ideally, all chapter members
should be given the opportunity to provide input in
chapter planning. Please feel free to call on the state
Planning Committee for assistance with current or
future goals. Individual members are also encouraged
to review the state strategic plan which is available on
TNSO website (Under Resources, Strategic Plan) along
with a form to suggest changes.

In addition to assisting chapters with chapter strategic
planning, the Planning Committee is also charged with
assessing the progress of state committees, state of-
ficers, and related personnel in achieving the goals of
the state plan. These individuals and committees have
been contacted by President Elaine Vaughan via email
with more instructions.

Finally, at the request of chapters, the Planning Com-
mittee in collaboration with the Chapter Strengthen-
ing Committee, started a Chapters Helping Chap-

ters blog. Members and chapters are encouraged to
contribute to this monthly blog by sharing practices
that have proven successful, particularly in develop-
ing leadership, recruiting new members, and keeping
members active. Don’t hesitate to brag on your chapter
or a chapter you have visited and in so doing share a
practice that has worked well. Please send successful
practices to Chapter Strengthening Chair, Dr. Beverly
Hall, (BNHOSA@msn.com). It is helpful if you report
the need that was being addressed, enough details of
the practice that other chapters could replicate it, and
the results. The Chapters Helping Chapters blog can be
found on the TNSO website under Resources/Chapters
Helping Chapters Blog.



Tennessee State Organization News

Tentative dates for the Legislative.  School Essay Contest

Symposium Prep Rauy and Day on The State Projects Committee is pleased to share that
’ the new 2022-23 essay prompts can be found on the

the Hill are: TNSO website under the About Us tab. Last year’s con-
test entries came from students across the state with

. . . approximately 20 DKG chapters sponsoring students.
LegISIathe SYmPOSIum - Februar Yy We hope to see even more chapters involved this year

23 at 8 p.m. CST and encourage chapters to share the prompts with
all the schools in their area and then to send the best

essays on to the state contest. This year we are add-

Prep Rally will be an in-person ing an elementary prompt for students in grades 3-5
with prizes for this grade group that will be $75.00 for

event the night before the D ay on 1 place, $50.00 for 2™ place, and $25.00 for 3™ place.

the Hill. Tentative dates are March  The deadline for the elementary will be the same as
for the middle and high school. The contact person of

6 -7. Location TBD. each sponsoring DKG chapter should send essays and
cover sheets to Fran Gregory, fehgregory@gmail.com

Twenty-five years of Chapter Awards

The Maycie Award for Chapter Excellence was named for the first TNSO State President, Dr. Maycie K. South-
all. Dr. Southall had a lengthy record of leadership in DKG. In addition to founding our state organization and
holding several leadership positions both in the state and as fourth National DKG President, she held a position
on the State Awards Committee from 1944-46 and again from 1952-1960. During her tenure, she acknowldeged
the importance of recognizing chapter and member achievements.

The Tennessee State Organization began presenting the Chapter Excellence Award in 1997; the award became
the Maycie Award for Chapter Excellence in 2014 during the tenure of Past President, Beverly Smith. Since its
inception, this chapter excellence award has honored numerous chapters for their efforts to present quality edu-
cational programs, recognize other educators, promote leadership, and contribute to our charitable funds.

This year marks the 25" year to present the Maycie Award. The Awards Committee is eager to answer questions
about the new form as well as award criteria. The committee also looks forward to seeing what new and in-
novative steps chapters are taking to promote leadership and serve others. The application is open now, and the
deadline to submit is April 1, 2023.

In addition to the Maycie Award for Chapter Excellence, the Awards Committee also recognizes members
through The Order of the Rose and the Rosebud Awards. The Order of the Rose is an honor given to recognize
members for achievement and involvement at the chapter and

state level who have not been previously recognized. Members are nom-
inated by their chapter and chosen by the Awards Committee to be spot-
lighted at state convention. They generally have made a significant con-
tribution to the chapter and have served in some leadership capacity and
on various committees. The committee can select up to twelve ladies each
year.

The Rosebud is our newest recognition and is presented at convention Rosebud Award Recipient, Abbi Roehl Hill
to a member having five or fewer years of membership who exhibits out-  at the 2022 TNSO Convention
standing service to her chapter and state organization, as well as an interest in the Society International. The
committee awards one of these each year. Like the Maycie Award for Chapter Excellence, applications are now

open and must be turned in to the committee chair no later than March 15, 2023.
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Tennessee State Organization News/Chapter News

Membership Moments

During the COVID pandemic, we found ourselves
staying safer at home. Our chapter started a “calling
tree” to keep in touch and to keep everyone informed.
I had a heart-warming moment when Kathy Smith
called and asked me to be a Calling Tree Captain. I ac-
cepted the task with delight. I didn’t know many mem-
bers, so this gave me a great opportunity to talk to my
Alpha Nu sisters. We bonded through this simple act.
For two years, I called Alpha Nu sisters. My groups
changed but sisterly love and bonding grew. What an
awesome experience!

~Linda Mann, Alpha Nu Chapter

At TNSO Leadership Training every DKG participant
wore red superhero capes throughout the day. It feels
great to be a part of a valuable learning experience full
of fun, positivity, and encouragement. DKG reminds
me “I am a superhero because I am ME!”
~Anonymous, Zeta Chapter

My first experience at State Convention was last sum-
mer. | had heard for years of the wonderful environ-
ment and enrichment that convention offers. The
connection with women from across the state was a
wonderful experience and really opened my eyes to
the magnitude of this organization and the power of
the women who are members.

~Jean Marie Walls, Beta Eta Chapter

Growing up, my mother was a member of Delta Kappa
Gamma. I remember that, when she would come back
from her meetings, she would sing “Oh Delta Kappa
Gamma!” It always let me know that DKG was some-
thing she loved and enjoyed. It was never a question
that I would one day be a member also.

~Jan Brown, Beta Chapter

It was very heart-warming when our chapter met for
our first meeting this year. We seemed so disjointed
during COVID, but now we are finally back together
and starting out strong!

~Anonymous, Phi Chapter
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What do you do when one of your oldest chapter
members can no longer attend meetings in person?
Well, you pack up the paper plates, party hats, and
cupcakes and celebrate her 92nd birthday with her in
assisted living. On Sunday, September 18, 2022, sev-
eral members of Beta Eta Chapter, with prior consent
of the nursing home Tk
staff at Charter Sen-
ior Living, gathered
with Eula Brashear
to celebrate her
birthday and thank
her again for her
years of faithful ser-
vice to the chapter.
Eula served two bi-
ennia as chapter
president from 1994-
1996 and again from
1998-2000 and as
chapter treasurer. She also served on the TNSO Fi-
nance Committee.

TIC TOCK - TIME IS RUNNING

OUT!
Don't delay! The Membership Committee is
still waiting for you to send us your Member-
ship Moments. We would love to hear from
each member at least once but send as many
as you would like. The more the merrier! The
committee will have to stop taking your mo-
ments in early March in order to compile them
into booklet form. We are planning to give the
booklets to members at the TNSO Conven-
tion in June. Moments can be about anything
that has special meaning to you since becom-
ing a member of DKG. What a great way to
start or end a chapter meeting by having some
of your members share their special moments
with each other. Membership Moments can
be mailed to Mary Jo Wilson, Chair of the
Membership Committee, at 1180 East Irvin
Drive, Memphis, TN 38119, or scan or email to
mjwilson1545@yahoo.com or via text message
to 901-490-4560.




The Colonel Hardy
Murfree Chapter of
the Daughters of
_ the American Revo-
,"3'- lution presented the
'J\;\‘ Excellence in Com-
munity Service
Award to Dr. Elaine
Ml Alexander in Mur-
freesboro, TN, on March 10. The recipient must
have contributed to the community in an outstanding
manner through cultural, educational, humanitar-
ian, patriotic, historical, citizenship, or environmental
conservation endeavors without compensation. Elaine
created eight DKG Member Education Videos for her
chapter, Beta Epsilon, then modified them to make
15 mini-modules for the Tennessee State Organization
members. The Communications & Marketing Com-
mittee, which Elaine chairs, awarded the first Mar-
keting Awards at the TNSO Convention this year to
chapters with two or more members who completed all
15 module activities.

Alpha Chapter of DKG
met August 27, 2022, to
assemble bags of supplies
and snacks for beginning
teachers in the Chattanoo-
ga area. Pictured are mem- S
bers filling bags with items |§
donated by the chapter.
At the same meeting, Sus-
an Grow was recognized
for her 20 years of service to the chapter as treasurer.
She is pictured
with Co-Pres-
idents Allison
Maynard and
Amy Burton.
Also pictured
on the far right
is Beth Long-
shore, the chap-
ter’s current treasurer. Alpha Chapter recently merged
with Gamma Lambda.

Chapter News

Gamma Nu Chapter
met on Monday, Sept-
ember 26, at the King
Family Library in Sev-
ierville. Kim Hansard
of Radio Station Star
102.1 delivered an in-
spiring and very in-
formative speech. Hansard, a breast cancer survivor,
encouraged the women at the meeting to make certain
to do exams yearly. She stressed the importance of
early detection in the fight against breast cancer.

Alpha Xi members participated in two projects at their
September meet-
ing. They brought
baked goods for '
the Red Bank Food | .
Bank and also don-
ated calendars for
the Liz Morton Cal-
endars for Veterans
project. Named in
honor of long-time
Alpha Xi member Liz Morton, the calendar project
delivers calendars to Veterans Hospitals in the Mur-
freesboro and Chattanooga areas at the end of the year.

In September, Beta Sig-
ma Chapter met at
Backwoods Restaurant
in Bolivar where mem-
bers welcomed Area IX
Director Deborah
McDurmon (Alpha
% Sigma) and two pro-
spective members.
Members also fine-
tuned plans to
strengthen the chapter
i this year with a focus
on membership recruitment and involvement.
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Shirley Eulene Douglass
July 21, 2022

Shirley was inducted into DKG in
1987. She was an active member of
Beta Theta, serving as their chap-
ter president for three biennia. An
educator in Warren County for
36 years, she was a member of the
Warren County Retired Teachers
Association and founding member
of the American Association of
University Women McMinnville
Chapter.

Geneva England Cotton
July 18, 2022

Geneva was a longtime member of
Alpha Delta Chapter, inducted in
April 1969. She served as chapter
president and served on and led
several chapter committees and
attended many state conventions.
She taught in White County for 35
years, serving as a classroom teach-
er and elementary principal. After
she retired, Geneva visited schools
to read to students and became
known as the “Lollipop Lady”
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In Memoriam

Peggy Ambrester Gouge
November 19, 2021

Inducted in May 1974, Peggy was a
member of Alpha Epsilon Chapter for
47 years. She was known for sending
warm notes with a dollar bill tucked
inside to many. Peggy began her ca-
reer teaching elementary school in
Donaldson and Richard City, TN. She
was hired by the United States Air
Force to teach at the Tachikawa Air
Force Base in Tokyo, Japan. When
she returned to the states, she made
her home in Oak Ridge and taught at
Woodland Elementary school for 40+
years. She also taught Sunday School
for many years at the First Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church in Oak

NON-PROFIT
US POSTAGE PAID
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Beech Bluft High School from 1950-
1953 and then for Shelby County
Schools from 1968-1981.

Elizabeth Ann Thomas
May 7, 2022

Elizabeth was inducted into Eta
Chapter in October 2009. She was
a member of First Presbyterian
Church and retired from the US
Army. She went on to teach in the
Clarksville-Montgomery County
School System until her retirement.

Rebecca Sparkman Abernathy
April 7, 2022
Rebecca was inducted into Phi
Chapter in 1978 and served on a

Ridge. She and her husband were very variety of chapter committees.

active in Oak Ridge Institute for Con-
tinued Learning (ORICL) program
and led several adult travel adven-
tures.

Joanne Heabera Leathers
April 28, 2022
Joanne was inducted into Alpha
Sigma in November 1973. She taught
English and Home Economics at

After she graduated from Martin
Methodist College and MTSU, she
taught at Bridgeforth Middle School
and Richland Elementary and was
named Giles County Teacher of the
Year in 1981.
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