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Earn a New Marketing Award in ‘22
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Our Society 
has a storied past 

and continues as a 
relevant professional
 organization around 
the world. Did you
 know these
 important
 facts about DKG?  
Founder Dr. Annie 
Webb Blanton was 
the first female state 
superintendent of 
public instruction in 
Texas and began her career in a one-room schoolhouse at age 17. State 
founder Mary Hall served as the only female member of the Department 
of Education for 20 years at Middle Tennessee State University. Becky 
Sadowski is the third Tennessean to serve as Society President. She joins 
Dr. Maycie K. Southall and Dr. Jensi Souders. Legendary Tennessee singer, 
songwriter, and philanthropist Dolly Parton was inducted as an Interna-
tional DKG Honorary member in 2020. 
	 The Communications and Marketing committee has created 15 
video modules to help members better understand the value of their 
DKG membership with the belief that the more members know about the 
Society, the more likely they are to remain members. To educate new and 
veteran members alike, the modules include segments on How We Started 
and Who We Are and cover topics such as International Founders, TNSO 
Founders; Society Mission, Vision and Purposes; and Society Symbols. 
The committee will also provide a recruiting video on the state website to 
introduce potential members to DKG.
	 To earn points for the Maycie Award for Chapter Excellence, 
members are asked to complete a 5-question activity after each
 module and submit to DKG.member.edu@gmail.com or mail to Dr. 
Elaine Alexander. Videos, narration scripts, and activities along with the 
Marketing Award Criteria will help both new and seasoned members ap-
preciate and contribute to our Society. 

Communications and Marketing Committee Working on 
the New Marketing Award at the September Training
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The Delta Kappa Gamma Society  
International promotes professional 

and personal growth of women  
educators and excellence in education.

2021-2023 State Officers/Related Personnel
President

	 Dr. Elaine Vaughan
	 Oak Ridge (East)

First Vice-President
	 Marsha Brewer
	 Madison (Middle)

Second Vice-President
	 Orlean  Bauman
	 Nunnelly (Middle)

Recording Secretary
	 Chasity Ragsdale
	 Bon Aqua (Middle)

Corresponding Secretary
	 Amanda Pugh
	 Lexington (West)

Treasurer
	 Dr. Dianne Anderson
	 McKenzie (West)

Parliamentarian
	 Dr. Kathie Harned
	 Franklin (Middle)

Executive Secretary
	 Jenni Lusk
	 Cottontown (Middle)

Editor
	 Michelle Steen
	 Jackson (West)

Webmaster
	 Sherrie Collins
	 Corryton (East)

DKG Tennessee News
Published four times a year in September, 
November, February and April by the  
Tennessee Organization of the Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society International. State dues for 
active members are $14.00 of which $4.00 is 
a subscription to the News.
Contributors to DKG Tennessee News are 
asked to send news as soon as it is available 
to ensure its placement in the next issue. 
Send news items for the February issue no 
later than January 1, 2022, to:

	
Michelle Steen
264 Russell Rd. 
Jackson, TN 38301
mnsteeneditor@gmail.com

Send address changes to:
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society  
International
1801 East 51st Street
STE 365-163
Austin, TX 78723
mem@dkg.org

			 

From the Heart…….

Hello Ladies, 

	 WOW!! I am amazed and astounded when I think about our theme 
From the Heart and the qualities it represents (Hope, Energy, Altogether, 
Radiance, and Tenacity) as well as how these qualities are reflected in the 
TNSO members. As I met with a chapter who held their first meeting in 
almost two years, I was inspired by the love and compassion of the chapter 
members. I was so excited to witness a joyful reunion of ladies as they shared 
their Membership Moments and strengthened bonds formed throughout the 
years. 
	 At the beginning of the 2021-2023 biennium, I never imagined that 
TNSO members would still be operating within the parameters of COVID. 
However, here we are. The theme from the last biennium, (Anywhere is 
Home) plus the theme from this biennium (From the Heart) combine nicely 
to suggest ”Home is Where the Heart Is.”  This message was evident at the 
State Planning Committee Leadership Conference. During the opening ses-
sion of that Conference, I saw all the smiling faces in person and virtually, 
and I knew that we were ready to carry on the work From the Heart. As we 
continue to move forward in our journey, let us strengthen our connections 
and relationships as we examine membership and leadership within our DKG 
family. We are trailblazers in our own right. Just as Annie Webb Blanton and 
the founding ladies worked together to establish our organization and per-
severe through challenges that they expected or did not expect, we are doing 
the same.  
	 As I think of Canadian geese that fly in a “V” formation to create a 
71% greater flying range, I am reminded of DKG and the Tennessee State 
Organization and how we are also creating our “DKG” formation. No matter 
what trials and tribulations we face, we remain hopeful in knowing that we 
are all together in our work. We realize the importance of working together 
to head in the direction where we want to go and to accept help and give help 
to others along our DKG journey when needed. Just as the geese “honk” to 
encourage each other, let’s keep in mind that the power of enthusiasm and 
encouragement are the qualities of honking that we seek and let’s continue to 
“fly” with each other through the difficult times as well as the ones we en-
counter when we are strong. This is an exciting time for Delta Kappa Gamma 
in which we can embrace and include all members (new and veteran) to 
spread the news of how wonderful DKG is. Let’s all work together when Mov-
ing Forward Ever! Let’s focus on Becky Sadowski’s message “Each One, Reach 
One” by inviting a prospective member to meetings as well as by encouraging 
and mentoring ladies to assume leadership responsibilities. Let’s continue to 
share in this amazing journey as we move forward with a genuine spirit From 
the Heart. Once again, thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve you 
and our society.

From the Heart, 
Elaine V.
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 Tennessee State Organization News

	 Save the date: June 2-4, 2022, for the TNSO 
Convention. The Convention Steering Committee 
(CSC) is proud to announce that 50-year members 
will be honored this year with a $25 discount on their 
convention registration.
	 The CSC has exciting plans in the works for 
the return to Sewanee. With the uncertainties of the 
pandemic, there may be some adjustments. In your 
chapters, encourage members to attend and appreciate 
the special bonds shared at our mountaintop 
convention.
	 Many chapters offer a token, or even full 
payment of convention registration for first-time 
attendees. Chapters may want to consider establishing 
a memorial or honorary convention registration 
stipend by naming it after an outstanding or beloved 
member.

DATES TO REMEMBER
Chapter Yearbook 

Deadline: December 15, 2021

Liz Whorley Bradley and Vision Foundation 
Project Grant Applications 
Deadline:  December 31, 2021

TNSO Scholarship Applications
Deadline: February 1, 2022

TNSO High School Essay Contest
Deadline: February 25, 2022

TNSO Chapter Officer Training
TBA for Spring 2022

TNSO Beginning Leadership 
Management Seminar

March 25-26, 2022

86th TNSO Convention
University of the South, Sewanee, TN

June 2-4, 2022

2022 DKG International Convention
New Orleans, LA, July 12-16, 2022

State Convention News Vision Foundation News
Liz Whorley Bradley Professional Growth Award 

and Project Grants
     Would you like some money to attend a seminar, 
workshop, or professional meeting? Or to conduct 
educational research and/or develop special projects 
for your classroom? If so, then the Vision Foundation 
would like to help you attain your goals.
     Guidelines for Project Grants and the Liz Whorley 
Bradley Professional Growth Award may be found on 
the state organizaton website (www.tndkg.org) under 
the“Resources” tab and under  the “Vision Foundation” 
with a link to the applications. The information is in-
cluded in the Leadership Links as well. Up to $2000.00 
is given to the winner of the Liz Whorley Bradley Pro-
fessional Growth Award and up to $1000.00 is given to 
each winner of a Project Grant.
   The deadline for applications is December 31, 2021. 
Contact Dr. Cathy Meredith (cdmeredith18@gmail.
com) for more information. 

	 One of the society’s international projects is 
Schools for Africa.  Since 2010, members have donated 
almost $500,000 to this endeavor through a partner-
ship with UNICEF USA.  We currently work with 21 
countries in sub-Saharan Africa and help provide ac-
cess to quality basic education for children.  The main 
focus of this organization centers on the education 
of girls, orphans, and other vulnerable young people.  
DKG International works with governments, local au-
thorities and communities to create safe environments, 
improve facilities, foster community participation, and 
enable the distribution of school supplies.  Teacher 
training, hygiene education, access to clean water, and 
health care are some of the goals of the project.  The 
program strives to insure a safe and stimulating start in 
life to these precious children.  Thank you for support-
ing Schools for Africa through your chapter donations!

Educational Excellence 
- Transforming Lives 
through Education
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Achievement Award 
	 The TNSO Achievement Award is the highest 
honor that can be bestowed upon one of our members.  
The recipient exemplifies leadership, commitment 
to her chapter and state organization, and a desire to 
uphold our society purposes.  She is the member who 
goes above and beyond to make a difference in her 
community as well as the field of education.
	 The TNSO is filled with exceptional women 
educators who are more than qualified to be nominat-
ed for the Achievement Award.  We are asking chapter 
presidents and members to start thinking about a wor-
thy member who should be nominated for the 2022 
Achievement Award.  Applications will be available on 
November 1st, 2021 and will be due March 15th, 2022.
	 As chapters prepare to make a nomination, 
consider all members and their contributions at the 
chapter and state level.   Members who tend to “work 
behind the scenes” are excellent choices for a nomina-
tion, just as those who serve on state committees and 
in leadership roles in their chapters.  Also, consider the 
members in your chapter who represent DKG in your 
communities or support organizations that are com-
patible with our society purposes and projects.    
	 Please contact Pat Parker, pparker@realtracs.
com, if you have questions or for more information.

Legislative News
	 Approximately two to three weeks prior to the 
Day on the Hill, the Legistlative Committee will offer a 
Virtual Legislative Symposium, consisting of a panel of 
legislators, educational representatives and a keynote 
speaker.  This event will be available to all DKG TN 
members. 
	 One week before the Day on the Hill, commit-
tee members will host a virtual workshop, or “Prep 
Rally”.  This workshop will inform members on legisla-
tive contacts, proposed bills concerned with education 
and review procedures for the Day on the Hill. Plans 
are underway to coordinate with other educational 
representatives for our Days on the Hill. More infor-
mation for the dates of the Legislative Symposium, 
“Prep Rally” and Day on the Hill 2022 is coming soon. 

Chapter Rules and Bylaws
	 It is time to review your chapter rules! Updat-
ing Chapter Rules might be at the bottom of the list 
of priorities when we start a brand new DKG year. 
Current rules are one of the things that help provide a 
guide for conducting business, as well as an assessment 
of changes in how that business is conducted, and add 
more value to your Maycie Chapter Excellence Award 
for the next three years.
	 The schedule for a chapter’s Rules update is on 
the TNSO website in the Bylaws and Rules section. 
If your chapter is listed to update your rules in 2021, 
then your updated Chapter Rules should be submitted 
to the TNSO Bylaws and Rules Committee for review 
by April 1, 2022.  If you finish a review of the Chapter 
Rules early, please send them to the Rules and Bylaws 
Committee. The earlier the committee receives them, 
the better! Chapter Rules probably won’t need much 
updating, but there is usually some difference since the 
last revision.   
	 If Covid has gotten in the way and you have 
not met your expected due date, send your Rules in as 
soon as they have been updated and approved by your 
chapter.  The committee will be glad to review Chapter 
Bylaws and Rules before an influx of Chapter Rules in 
March 2022!  
	 The TNSO website, in the Rules and Bylaws 
section of “Resources,” contains “Tips for Chapters 
on Updating Chapter Rules” and a “Chapter Rules 
Checklist” that serve as invaluable guides.  Know that 
the members of the Bylaws and Rules Committee are 
here to help you at all times.  Please contact Kathleen 
Benedict (kbbenedict21@yahoo.com) or Ann Gann 
(adgann@comcast.net), joint chairs of the committee, 
and they will find a committee member to assist you.  
Remember to send your updated Chapter Rules to Ann 
Gann. 

Applications for the Beginning Leadership 
Management Seminar will be available soon 

on the state website.  Look for more infor-
mation in the Leadership Links. 
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Historical Preservation 
	 In an effort to preserve information of the past 
conventions, the Historical Preservation Committee is 
asking for your assistance. If anyone has any program 
books from past conventions that you would be willing 
to part with, please send a hard copy to either of the 
following committee chairs: 

Kathy Kester 			   Irene Archambault
6701 Holly Trace CT. 		 7124 Sunshine Circle
Nashville, TN 37221 		  Franklin, TN 37067

	 If you wish to scan and send a digital copy you 
may email them using the following addresses: 

mkkester2@gmail.com (Kathy Kester)
iarch@comcast.com (Irene Archambault)

State Projects shares TEL 
 	 Have YOU used TEL? The Tennessee Electron-
ic Library (TEL) is an online library that gives Tennes-
see residents, all of us, access to magazines, journals, 
newspapers, essays, e-books, primary source materials, 
test preparation, homework help, genealogy records, 
career search, and more! TEL resources are available 
free to the public from any computer with internet 
access in Tennessee. Focus the camera of your smart-
phone on the SQ code provided below or enter this 
address in your web browser https://www.tntel.info/. 
Feel free to share this information with your chapter 
members, friends, and family! 

Focus your camera on your smartphone 
on the  SQ code and you can browse the 

Tennessee Electronic Library. 

High School Essay Contest
	 The 2021 – 2022 TNSO Essay Contest topic 
will focus on the pandemic. We know the hardships 
that each of us have encountered in our lives, but we 
would like to hear what teenagers have to say on this 
topic. Select a middle school and/or a high school in 
your area. Provide teachers with the topic, guidelines, 
and forms for the contest. Ask them to encourage 
students to enter our contest. February 25, 2022 will 
be the deadline for submitting an entry. Besides the 
awards provided by the state, chapters may want to 
recognize local winners with an additional monetary 
award and/or certificate from the winner’s local chap-
ter. More information regarding the contest is on the 
TNSO website. 

WE NEED YOU!
The nominations committee is looking ahead to the 

next biennium and is actively seeking candidates 
for elected state offices.  Step out of your comfort 

zone and STEP UP FOR TENNESSEE!

Membership Committee
	 The Membership Committee wants to hear 
from YOU! Share some of those special DKG moments 
that have impacted and inspired you since becoming 
a member. i.e.:  conventions/conferences attended; 
friendships; scholarships/grants/awards received; 
workshops attended; places traveled; funny/heartfelt/
touching moments; etc. etc.
Send your Membership Moments to:  Mary Jo Wilson, 
Membership Committee Chair 
(mjwilson1545@yahoo.com) or 1545 Delmont Road, 
Memphis, TN 38117
	 Check out this issue for our first published 
Membership Moments on page 6. Don’t keep us 
waiting-----we want to hear from you.

Chapter Visual Displays
	 The theme for Chapter Visual Displays at con-
vention is From the Heart. Chapters can start thinking 
and collecting pictures and other items they wish to 
include and share. Allocated space will be 4 feet (half 
of an 8 foot table).
	 Chapters are also encouraged to share a pow-
erpoint slide for the presentation during the luncheon 
and the banquet at the State Convention. 
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 Tennessee State Organization News/Chapter News
Membership Moments
My DKG moment was when a very respected teacher at 
my school asked me to join the local chapter. It inspired 
me to be the teacher she thought I could be. - Anon.

The first time I went to Sewanee for state convention, I 
was overwhelmed with the Ceremony of Remembrance. 
It was so moving and special. - Marsha Rains

My most memorable experience happened when I had 
my cancer surgery. My living room was full of cards from 
my DKG family, as well as the calls, texts, and hospital 
visits. It meant the world to me to have that kind of sup-
port. - Sherrie Collins

I have traveled to places I would not have gone on my 
own. Absolutely loved the trip to Iceland. - Nancy Davis

The Beginning Leadership Seminar was a turning point 
for me. I realized that DKG was bigger than my little 
chapter. I went on to participate in the Advanced Seminar 
and served on the State Leadership Development Com-
mittee. - Dr. Dianne Anderson

Going to my first state convention was so inspiring! I 
loved the rituals and ceremony and the HATS! - Mary 
Fell

In 1995 or 96, Judy Collins told me that I would be 
chapter president one day. I thought that was the biggest 
compliment, but I didn’t really believe her. She was right. 
I was chapter president 1998-2000. - Linda Eller

My first convention was the 1992 convention in Louis-
ville, KY. Tennessee members were charged with invit-
ing international members to attend the International 
Convention in Nashville in 1994. We borrowed band 
uniforms and instruments from a local high school and 
transported them from Knoxville to Louisville. You 
should have seen the look on the bellhop’s face when 
he saw the enormous task facing him as he moved ev-
erything from our car to the room! Near the close of  
convention, Tennessee strutted and paraded in front of 
the members to “Rocky Top,” led by an energetic elderly 
majorette, Eloise Litz , and drum major, Jensi Souders.  It 
was a performance that was enjoyed by the audience and 
the “band” members as well. - Kaye Williams

Alpha Omega Chapter held their first meeting of the year at 
the Woodshed Restaurant. Chapter members discussed plans 
for future meetings and enjoyed spent time together.

Xi Chapter is one of the oldest chapters in the 
Tennessee State Organization. President Judy 
Schinbeckler honored members by presenting pins for the 
number of years of service.

For their Septem-
ber meeting, Zeta 
Chapter toured the 
Mabry Hazen House 
in Knoxville.  Mem-
ber, Mary Brockett, a 
docent at the mu-
seum, offered many 
interesting moments 
in the House’s his-
tory.  
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Three Platinum Visionaries Mary Jane Thompson, Doris 
Ann Hendrix, and Kathy Smith  

Scholarships
	 Would extra funds help in your pursuit of more 
education? The deadline is February 1, 2022, but NOW 
is the time to begin applying for DKG scholarships! 	
	 If you are planning to pursue additional educa-
tion, another degree, or a terminal degree, go to the 
TNSO web page and check out the application form.  
Any three year active member can apply to receive 
monetary assistance with the costs for pursuing more 
education.
	 The TNSO offers two $3000 scholarships (Lois 
Jones and Isabel Wheeler scholarships) for members 
pursuing a doctorate. The $3000 Maycie Southall schol-
arship is offered for a member who studies beyond a 
Masters.  There is the $3000 Mary Hall scholarship for 
study beyond a bachelor degree.  An additional five, 
$1200 scholarships, are available to members who 
study beyond a bachelor degree.  
	 The application is straightforward but takes 
some time to acquire and submit the required docu-
ments.  The members of the TNSO delight in award-
ing scholarships and assisting our members to reach 
professional goals. 
	 If you begin early processing of your applica-
tion, there is time for a review of your application 
and assistance may be offered to make your applica-
tion all it can be. Please email your application to the 
Chairperson of Scholarship: Donna Campbell, camp-
bell1013@gmail.com. Hope to see you on Awards Day 
at Sewanee 2022!

Platinum Visionaries
	 How often do you see three Platinum Vision-
aries at the same meeting? That is what happened 
at Beta Chapter’s September 25 meeting. Mary Jane 
Thompson (Beta), Doris Ann Hendrix (Beta) and 
Kathy Smith (Alpha Nu) were all in attendance. The 
meeting was held in the President’s Dining room 
at Welch College. Teresa Schweinsberg, author and 
Beta member gave an outstanding presentation on 
“The Ups and Downs of Being a Published Author”.  

December Outing
	 The Arts and Personal Enrichment Committee 
invite you to join them at the Cumberland Playhouse 
in Crossville on Sunday, December 12 at 2:30 CST for 
Scrooge the Musical.  Tickets are $30 and are limited to 
the first 100 people.  Send checks to:

Tara Younger
607 Westcrest Dr.

Nashville, TN 37211 

or you can Venmo her at @Tara-Younger by searching 
for her username on the app.   

Silent Auction 
	 Money raised from the Silent Auction is used 
to fund the Tennessee Beginning and Advanced Lead-
ership Management Seminars, Leadership Conference 
for Committee Planning, and other professional de-
velopment activities.  The Special Events committee is 
accepting chapter donations in an attempt to continue 
efforts in developing leaders.  A form is included on 
the tndkg.org website for chapters to contribute  and 
earn points for the 2022 Maycie Chapter Excellence 
Award.  All donations should include a form and be 
mailed to State Treasurer: Dr. Dianne Anderson. See 
the form on the website for more details.  
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Deanna James
December 19, 2020

Deanna was inducted into DKG 
in 2008 as a member of Alpha Xi 
Chapter.  She served as Chapter 
President for the 2014 – 2016 bien-
nium.  She was a faithful member 
of her chapter and a member and 
leader of many committees on both 
the chapter and state levels.   
She was a dedicated teacher of 
Spanish to middle and high school 
teachers for 27 years and retired 
from education in 2012.

Dr. Carol Bompart
November 15, 2020

Dr. Bompart became a member of 
Beta Chapter when she was induct-
ed into DKG on November 5, 2016.  
She served on the chapter’s Music 
Committee.
She was a nursing professor for 
Tennessee State University and Lip-
scomb University in Nashville.

Anna Locke
February 27, 2021

A member of DKG for 35 years, 
Anna was inducted into Alpha 
Upsilon on October 1, 1985.  She 
served on the Communication 
Committee and prepared the chap-
ter newsletter for many years.  She 
served as Chapter President from          
1992 - 1994.  
She was an educator for 42 years 
with Clay County Schools. She 
served in a variety of roles includ-
ing teacher, Director of the Family 
Resource Center and Supervisor of 
Adult Education.

Carolyn Cope
March 31, 2021

Inducted in September 1970, Carolyn 
was a fifty-year DKG member.  She 
served on numerous committees for 
Alpha Omega and Gamma Nu.  She 
was a founding member of Gamma 
Nu.  
She was a public school educator 
for over thirty years.  She began her 
teaching career in Knoxville. She 
taught in Indiana, Kentucky and Ten-
nessee.  The majority of her teach-
ing career was spent in Sevierville.  
She taught seventh grade science to 
hundreds of Sevier County middle 
school students.  During the end of 
her educational career, she became Se-
vier County’s first D.A.R.E. Program 
Coordinator.  She traveled throughout 
Sevier County working with teachers, 
administrators, and students.
Carolyn was a minister’s wife and 
served on numerous church commit-
tees.  She was a Sunday School teach-
er, assisted with the children’s choir, 
led a group of Acteens and helped 
direct children’s programs.  


